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Lb¢wh5¦/¢Lhb 
¢ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΣ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ 

 

Sometimes I jump the gun. I tinkered a bit with the ñpresidential rectangle problem,ò in which 

one tries to fit the last name of every US president into the smallest possible cris-crossword grid. 

But Iôd forgotten some better work had already been done on that by Michael Keith, who was 

kind enough to share his results with me.  

 

And now Iôm gearing up to share them with you! 

 

Most of these grids were published in Interim a few years back (the ñinterimò publication that 

ran between the end of Word Ways and the start of The Journal of Wordplay). We donôt do 

straight-up reprints here, but I figured a re-presentation of his grids would be in order! 

 

Thereôs his 410-square, ten-unit high version: 

 

 
 

His 420-square version with VAN BUREN as separate words: 
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A six-unit tall version (444 squares): 

 

 
 

And a 21x21 square (441, left). I only managed 22x22 squares, though I did do one with 

separated VAN BUREN (right): 

 

 

One thing I wish more people understood is that itôs a privilege to be corrected, to know there are 

readers out there who share your passion and will  improve your efforts. Iôve got a competitive 

streak for sure, and this isnôt the first time Iôve gone for a record without knowing what the true 

record-setting precedent was. Sometimes learning that just inspires you to dream bigger. 

 

Weôve got the fruits of some big dreams this time out, but lots of cool little stuff too: a vowel-

string exercise you may be able to top, a new collection of ñlast words,ò a couple of fun ñdecaò-

games for our tenth issue, collections of palindromes, puns, and rhyming synonyms, a scholarly 

report on bilingual palindromes, a meditation on word-square narratives, an interview with a 

comics writer about his own language playsðand an extensive account of the most dramatic 

years in the history of crosswordsô development. Thanks for reading!  
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ahw9 [!{¢ ²hw5{ 
WŜũ DǊŀƴǘ 
 

Lƴ ±ƻƭΦ у ƻŦ ¢Wƻ²Σ ¢ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŀǊǊȅƭ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǊƛŎ /ƘŀƛƪƛƴΣ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ 
ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƭŜǧŜǊ ƛƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ! ǘƻ 
½Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ό!ǳƎ мфтнύ ŀƴŘ 5ƳƛǘǊƛ .ƻǊƎƳŀƴƴ ό!ǳƎ 
мфтпύ ƛƴ ²ƻǊŘ ²ŀȅǎ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ 
 
CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƴƻǳƴǎΣ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ 
{ƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƴŎƛŦǳƭΦ {ƻƳŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿΦ ! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
ƭŜǧŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǳǎŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ 
ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴΦ 
 
ŀȊȊȅπǘǊŜŜΥ ŀ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƘŀǿǘƘƻǊƴΦ ώ955ϐ 
 
ōȊȊȊǘΥ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ ƻŦ ōȊȊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ōǳȊȊŜǊ ƻǊ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅΦ hƊŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǿǊƻƴƎ 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ ώ²ƛƪǘϐ 
 
/ȊȊȊȅ[Υ ōǊŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΦ ώbŜǘϐ 
 
5ȊȊȅȊȊƭŜΥ 5Ȋŀƴŀ 5ȊȊȅȊȊƭŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ƛƴƅǳŜƴŎŜǊΦ ώbŜǘϐ 
 
9ȊȊȅΥ ŘƛƳƛƴǳǝǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƴŀƳŜ 9ȊǊŀ ƻǊ 9ȊŜƪƛŜƭΤ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ .ǊƛǝǎƘ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜΦ ώbŜǘϐ 
 
CȊŜǊΥ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ²ŀŘƛ CǳȊŀȅǊΣ ŀ ŘǊȅ ǿŀǘŜǊōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƭ aŀǊƧ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ [ƛōȅŀΦ 
ώDŜƻϐ 
 
DȊȅȊΥ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜΣ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ tƻƭƛǎƘ ƛƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƛƴ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦ ώŦƻǊŜōŜŀǊǎΦƛƻ όbŜǘύϐ 
WƻƘƴ DȊȅȊ ƛǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΣ aŀƴƛǘƻōŀΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ ώŬƴŘŀƎǊŀǾŜΦŎƻƳ όbŜǘύϐ 
 
IȊȊΥ ǊŜǇǝƭƛŀƴ /ŀǾŜƭŀƴŘǎ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ tƘŀƴǘƻƳ ŎƻƳƛŎ ǎǘǊƛǇ ώtƘŀƴǘƻƳ²ƛƪƛ όbŜǘύϐ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ƘƛƳ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΦ 
 
LȊȊȅΥ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƴŀƳŜǎ LǎŀōŜƭΣ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ LǎŀŀŎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ώ²ƛƪƛϐ 
 
WȊƘƛŘƪŀΥ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ ƻŦ WƘƛŘƪŀΣ ŀ ǎŜǧƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƴǎōŀƛƪŀƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀΦ ώDŜƻϐ 
 
YȊȅƭπ½ƘŀǊƳŀΥ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ ƻŦ vȅȊȅƭȊƘŀǊƳŀΣ ŀ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘπŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ YŀȊŀƪƘǎǘŀƴΦ ώDŜƻϐ 
 
[ȊȊȅΥ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƴŀƳŜ [ƛȊȊȅ όŦǊƻƳ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘύΦ [ȊȊȅ IŀƭŜ ƛǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǎƛƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǊƻŎƪ ōŀƴŘ IŀƭŜǎǘƻǊƳΦ ώ²ƛƪƛϐ 
 
aȊȅƳǘŜƭƭŀΥ ƎŜƴǳǎ ƻŦ ŎŀƳǇŀƴǳƭŀ όōŜƭƭƅƻǿŜǊǎύΣ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ aȊȅƳǘŀ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǳŎŀǎǳǎ 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ wǳǎǎƛŀΦ ώLƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴǘ bŀƳŜǎ LƴŘŜȄ όbŜǘύϐ 

http://forebears.io/
http://findagrave.com/
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bȊȅǎƘŀǘΥ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ άbǎƛǎƪŜǘΣέ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƛŎƻƭŀ ōŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bǘƭŀƪȅŀǇŀƳǳƪ ό{ŀƭƛǎƘύ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ 
.ǊƛǝǎƘ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ ώIŀƴŘōƻƻƪ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ aŜȄƛŎƻΣ C ² IƻŘƎŜΣ мфсоϐ 
 
hȊȊȅƛƴƎΥ ǎŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ hǎōƻǊƴŜ ōǊǳǎƘΣ ŀ ǘŜǊƳ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƭƻƎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴΦ ώbŜǘϐ 
 
tȊȊŀȊȊΥ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ ƻŦ άǇȊŀȊȊΣέ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ άǇƛȊȊŀȊȊΣέ ǎǇŀǊƪƭŜΣ ǾƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƎƭŀƳƻǳǊΦ 
ΨL ǎǝƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊŜǎǎ ƭŀŎƪǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǇȊȊŀȊȊΦέ ώ!ƭƭ LƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΣ W !ǎǘƭŜȅΣ нлммΣ Ǉнрнϐ 
 
vȊƛƭƧŀƘΥ ŀ ǎŜǧƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ YǳǊŘƛǎǘŀƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ LǊŀǉΦ ώDŜƻϐ 
 
wȊȅǿƴƻΥ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘπŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ tƻƭŀƴŘΦ ώ²ƛƪƛϐ 
 
{ȊȅȊŀΥ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ tƻƭƛǎƘ ƛƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ мф ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ {ȊȅȊŀ ƻƴ 
ŦƻǊŜōŜŀǊǎΦƛƻ ώbŜǘϐ hƭƛǾŜǊ {ȊȅȊŀ ƛǎ ŀ ŬƭƳ ŀƴŘ ¢± ŜŘƛǘƻǊ ώbŜǘϐ 
 
¢ȊȅƳǇŜΥ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ .ȅȊŀƴǝƴŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ /ƛƳǇŜ /ŀǎǘƭŜΣ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ŦƻǊǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴŎŜ 
ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻƴ DŀƭƭƛǇƻƭƛ ǇŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀΣ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΦ ώ²ƛƪƛϐ 
 
¦ȊȊȅΥ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ¦ǎƳŀƴ ά¦ȊȊȅέ !ƘƳŜŘΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻȄŜǊΦ ώ²ƛƪƛϐ !ƭǎƻ ŀ ŦƻǊƳ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ƳŀƭŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ¦ȊȊƛ ŀƴŘ ¦ȊȊƛŀƘΦ ώbŜǘϐ 
 
ǾȊƛŦǳǊΥ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ ƻŦ άǳȊƛŦǳǊΣέ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƛƴƴŀōŀǊΣ ƳŜǊŎǳǊƛŎ ǎǳƭǇƘƛŘŜΦ ώa95Σ άǳȊƛŦǳǊέ ǉǳƻǘǎΦϐ  
±ȊȊƭŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ нс ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŎŜǎǘǊȅΦŎƻƳΦ ώbŜǘϐ 
 
²ȊƻǊȅΥ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ tƻƭŀƴŘΦ ώ²ƛƪƛϐ 
 
·ȊȅǘŜΥ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŜπōƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ ŜπǎŎƻƻǘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ ώCŀŎŜōƻƻƪ όbŜǘύϐ 
·ȊŀǾƛŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƴŀƳŜ ·ŀǾƛŜǊΦ ώорΣлллҌ .ŀōȅ bŀƳŜǎΣ . [ŀƴǎƪȅΣ мффрϐ ¢ƘŜ 
ŦƻǊƳ ·ȊȊŀǾƛŜǊ  ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴΣ ŜƎ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ ·ȊȊŀǾƛŜǊ 9ŘŜƭƛƴ ƻŦ /ƘŜƭǘŜƴƘŀƳΣ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΣ ¦Φ{Φ ώbŜǘϐ 
 
¸ȊȊȅΥ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ̧ǎŀōŜƭΣ ̧ǎǊŀŜƭΣ ŜǘŎΦΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƎŜƴŘŜǊπƴŜǳǘǊŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘπ
ŀƭƻƴŜ ƴŀƳŜΦ ώbŜǘϐ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊƴŀƳŜ ̧ȊȊȅ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ мл ǝƳŜǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ ώŦƻǊŜōŜŀǊǎΦƛƻ όbŜǘύϐ 
 
½ȅȊȊȅȊǳǎΥ ŀ ƎŜƴǳǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǘǳōǳƭŀǊƛƛŘ ƘȅŘǊƻȊƻŀƴǎΦ ώ²ƛƪƛϐ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƻǊŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƴǳƭǝπ½ 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ǘŀȄƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ƭƛǎǘΣ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ȊȅȊȊȅǾŀΣ ŀ ǘǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ 
ǿŜŜǾƛƭ ώ/{5ϐ ŀƴŘ ½ȅȊȊȅȄΣ ŀ ƎŜƴǳǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƴŘ ǿŀǎǇΦ ώ²ƛƪƛϐ 
 
¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ŎǊŀōōƭŜ ƭŜȄƛŎƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ άǎƭŜŜǇέ ǿƻǊŘǎ ȊȊȊ ŀƴŘ ȊȊȊǎΦ ώ/{5ϐ 
5ƳƛǘǊƛ ƴƻǘŜǎ ȊȊȊȊΣ ǘƻ ǎƴƻǊŜ ώ!¢{ϐ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ȊȊȊȊƛƴƎκǎΦ 
 
!ǘ ƻƴŜ ǝƳŜ aǊ ½ŀŎƘŀǊȅ ½ȊȊȊȊȊȊȊȊǊŀ ƻŦ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻΣ ¦Φ{ΦΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ώDǳƛƴƴŜǎǎ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ wŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ мффмϐΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǳǘƭŀƴŘƛǎƘ 
ƴŀƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ DǳƛƴƴŜǎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ ά[ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜέ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻƻƪΗ 
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у 
 

 
5ŀǊǊȅƭ ƳŜƴǝƻƴǎ ŀ поπ½ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƴƻǊƛƴƎ ώh95Σ άȊΣέ мфуо ǉǳƻǘΦϐ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴǳƭǝƳŀǘŜ 
ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴ tŀƭƛƴŘǊƻƳƛŎƻƴ нΣ ŀ ǇŀƭƛƴŘǊƻƳŜ ŘƛŎǝƻƴŀǊȅ όW DǊŀƴǘΣ 5 ¢ƛƭǉǳŜΣ нллнύΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ άǿƻǊŘέ ƻŦ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ нууπ½ άǎƴƻǊŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ нллм b½ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊΦ 
 
bƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōǳȊȊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎƴƻǊƛƴƎ ½πŎƘŀƛƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ōƻǊΧȊȊȊȊȊΧŜǘŎΦ 
 
wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 
!¢{ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ¢ƘŜǎŀǳǊǳǎ ƻŦ {ƭŀƴƎΣ .ŜǊǊŜȅ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƴ ŘŜƴ .ŀǊƪΣ нƴŘ ŜŘΦΣ мфро 
/{5 /ƻƭƭƛƴǎ {ŎǊŀōōƭŜ 5ƛŎǝƻƴŀǊȅΣ нлмф 
955 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 5ƛŀƭŜŎǘ 5ƛŎǝƻƴŀǊȅΣ W ²ǊƛƎƘǘΣ мфтл ŜŘΦ 
DŜƻ DŜƻbŀƳŜǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƎŀȊŜǧŜŜǊΣ ǿǿǿΦƎŜƻƴŀƳŜǎΦƻǊƎ ώbŜǘϐ 
a95 aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 5ƛŎǝƻƴŀǊȅΣ мфрфπнллм 
bŜǘ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ DƻƻƎƭŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
h95 hȄŦƻǊŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 5ƛŎǝƻƴŀǊȅΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŜŘƛǝƻƴΣ нлнр 
²ƛƪƛ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŜƴŎȅŎƭƻǇŀŜŘƛŀΣ нлнр 
²ƛƪǘ ²ƛƪǝƻƴŀǊȅΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŘƛŎǝƻƴŀǊȅΣ нлнр  ּףּס  
 

  

http://www.geonames.org/


ф 
 

¢I9 Ch¦wπaLb¦¢9 ahb5!¸ 
¢ƻƳ wǳǘƭŜŘƎŜ 

 
¢ƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ bŜǿ ̧ƻǊƪ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǊƻǳǝƴŜ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ Lǘϥǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǎǇƻǊǘΥ ǿŜ 
Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢± ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǘǎΦ [ŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻũ ƛǎ 5ŀƴΣ ƭŀŎƛƴƎ ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜ 
ƛŘƛƻƳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǇΦ wƻǎŜ ƘŀƳƳŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜ ŘŜƛǝŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ŘŜŎƪΦ aŀȅŀ ŀƴŘ 
¢ŀȊ ǇƛƴŎƘπƘƛǘ ŀŘƳƛǊŀōƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ YŜǾƛƴ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƭƻǎŜǊΣ ǎǇƻǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǾƻǿŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƻũ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŦǳƴΣ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŀ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ ǝƳŜ ŦŀǊ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ 
 
aƻƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ǝƳŜΦ L ƎŜǘ ǳǇΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƛŎŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǊƻǎǎǿƻǊŘ ŀǇǇ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǘŀōƭŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ǎƻƭƻ ǎƘƻǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊπƳƛƴǳǘŜ aƻƴŘŀȅΦ 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴȅ ƎƻŀƭΥ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŎǊƻǎǎǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦƻǳǊ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ Wǳǎǘ ƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻŎƪΦ 
tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘϥǎ ǎƛƭƭȅ ōǳǘΣ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƳƛƴŘΣ LΩƳ ǎǘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƪƛƴ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ ōȅ ŀ ƎŀƴƎƭȅ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǇǊŜπƳŜŘΦ 
 
hƴ aŀȅ сΣ мфрпΣ wƻƎŜǊ .ŀƴƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ hȄŦƻǊŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ Ǌŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭŜ ƛƴ оΥрфΦпΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦƻǳǊ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ άŀ Ǝƻŀƭ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ōŀŎƪ ŀǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ 
ŘŀȅǎΣέ .ŀƴƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƳƻƛǊΣ ¢ƘŜ CƻǳǊπaƛƴǳǘŜ aƛƭŜΦ Iƛǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƘŜƭǇΣ ōǳǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǎǇŀǊǘŀƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ ̧ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǎǇƻǊǝƴƎ 
ǎǘŀǘŜπƻŦπǘƘŜπŀǊǘΣ ŦƻƻǘπǎƴǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ bƛƪŜǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ Ǝƻ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ άōŀǊōŀǊƛŎΦέ 
 
.ŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ aƛƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǝƭƭ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŬŜƭŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǘƻǊƛŜŘ ǳƴƛǘΣ ǘǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ 
ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ wƻƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘŀƴ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
ǊǳƭƛƴƎǎ ōȅ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜπȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǎƻǊǝǳƳǎΦ  
 
aȅ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƛǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘƭȅ ƭŜǎǎ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ǊƛƎƻǊƻǳǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ƛƳŜǎ 
ŜŘƛǘƻǊǎ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƪƴŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƭƛōǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳȊȊƭŜΩǎ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎŎŜƴŘ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
aƻƴŘŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǝƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ aƻƴŘŀȅΦ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ Ƴȅ ŦƻǳǊπ
ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ƎǊƛŘΦ 
 
aȅ ōŜǎǘ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŀƭΣ ŀ пΥлр ŬƴƛǎƘ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ ммΣ нлннΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǇǳȊȊƭŜΩǎ 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΣ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ hILhΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ {bhD{ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀũŜŎǝƻƴŀǘŜ 
ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀϥǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ .ŀƴƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘΦ 
 
DƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅΣ L ƭƻƎƎŜŘ ŀ птΥнр ŬŀǎŎƻ ǿƘŜƴ L ŦŜƭƭ ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ƳƛŘǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ 
!ǇǊƛƭ млΣ нлно ǇǳȊȊƭŜΦ aȅ ŘƻȊƛƴƎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŬƴƎŜǊ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ YΩǎΣ ŀ ŬǩƴƎ ŎƻƳŜǳǇǇŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜǎ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜΦ 
 
LǘΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘǳƳōƭŜōǊŀƎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎΦ 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǧȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǝƳŜǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŎŜ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ǎƛȄπƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǝƳŜǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƻǳǊπƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǝƳŜǎΣ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΥ !Ƴ L ŀƴ ŜƭƛǘŜ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜΚ ±ŜǊȅ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭ 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǇǳȊπōƭƻƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΥ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜΦ ¢ǿƻπǇƭǳǎ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘΦ 



мл 
 

! ¢ƛƳŜǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ нлмл ǎŀȅǎ ŀ aǊΦ 5ŀƴ CŜȅŜǊ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ мΥнн aƻƴŘŀȅΦ {ƻΣ ŀǘ пΥлрΣ L Ƴŀȅ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ōƭƻŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǝŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǳȊȊƭŜǊǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ .ƻǎǘƻƴ ǎǳōǳǊōτ
ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ƪƛŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ b¸¢ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ 
ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ .Ŝǎǘ ŎŀǎŜ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΣ L ŬƎǳǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōŀǧƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛƴ /ƻƴŎƻǊŘΦ 
 
Lƴ ǊŜǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘΣ Ƴȅ ǝƳŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ L ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǎǝŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ŀǧŀŎƪΣ ŬǊǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŎƭǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǿƴǎΦ [ŀǘŜǊΣ L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǎƴƻƻǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řƻǿƴ ŎƭǳŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ŀŎǊƻǎǎŜǎΦ DŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ŬǊǎǘ ƭŜǧŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǎŀǾŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ǊƛǎƪȅΣ 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǿŀȅƭŀƛŘ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅΦ !ǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ¢ƛƳŜǎ ǇǳȊȊƭŜǊǎ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƎŜǩƴƎ 
ǎǘǳŎƪ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ ǘǊŀŶŎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘΦ 
 
.ǳǘ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘΣ L ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ŬǊƳƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ŘƻǿƴπǎƴƻƻǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΦ Lǘ 
ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŀŎǊƻǎǎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΤ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ LΩƳ ǇǊŜǧȅ ǎǳǊŜ L Ǝƻǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴǝǊŜ ǘƻǇ ƘŀƭŦ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ƎŀǇΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƭǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƻƻΦ 
 
L ǘŀōōŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀȅ ōƭŀƴƪ ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǎǇŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎΗ 
ƧƛƴƎƭŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘΦ aȅ ǝƳŜΥ оΥноΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜΥ !ǇǊƛƭ пΣ нлноΦ 
 
! ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΦ ּףּס  
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 ά!b ΩhwwL.[9 tw!/¢L/9έ  
¢ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ 
 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǊǳƭŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŀέ ǎǘƻǇǎ ōŜƛƴƎ άŀέ ǿƘŜƴ 
ƛǘ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ŀ ǾƻǿŜƭ ǎƻǳƴŘτŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǝƳŜǎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ 
 
Lƴ ά!ƴ IƻǊǊƛōƭŜ ¦ǎŀƎŜΣέ ǘƘŜ CƭƻǊƛŘƛŀƴ DŜƻǊƎŜ wΦ .ŜǊǊȅƳŀƴ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άŀƴ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎέ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜπƧǳŘƎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ L Ŏŀƴ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƳ ǎƳŀǊǘ ōȅ ŎƭƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻǳǘƎǊŜǿ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ Lƴ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǝƳŜǎΣ άƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎέ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƛǎǘƻǊƛŎΣ ǎƻ άŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴέ 
ǿŀǎ ŀǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŀǎ άŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅΦέ 
 
²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ƳǳǘŀǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ 
ǎǘǊŀƛƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎŜƴǘǎτƴƻǘ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǎǇƻƪŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜτǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƴƻǿΦ 
ό¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ [ƻƴŘƻƴΦύ Lǎ άŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴέ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜΚ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ǎƻ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿǊƛǝƴƎ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ Ƙƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ 
 
hǘƘŜǊ ƘπǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŀƎŜΣ ƘŜǊōƛŎƛŘŜΣ ƘŜǊōƛǾƻǊŜΣ ƘǳƳōƭŜΣ ƘƻƭŀΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƘȅƳƴτƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƻ 
ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ όL ŘǊƻǇ ǘƘŜ Ƙ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΦύ 
 
aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊōΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƻ ŘƛǎǝƴŎǘ 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴ ŜŀŎƘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ Ǝǳȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ IŜǊōΣ ƳŀȅōŜ 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ άIŜǊōŜǊǘΣέ ǘƘŜƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƭƛƪŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ IΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΥ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜ ƛǘ ŜǊōΦ 
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇǊƻƴǳƴŎƛŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊŎŀǎŜ ƘŜǊōΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊōǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǇƛŎŜǎ όƻǊ ƳŀǊƛƧǳŀƴŀ ǎƭŀƴƎύΦ ̧Ŝǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ DƻƻƎƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƴǳƴŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ŀǎ 
όƘύŜǊōΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛƻ ŬƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƘπŜǊōΦ 
 
! ƘƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŀǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƘŀƛǊΣ ǎƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƳōƛƎǳƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜΗ ּףּס  

 

 

! ±h²9[π{¢wLbD /I![[9bD9 
[ƻǳƛǎ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ 
 

L ǘƻƭŘ ¢ŜŘ Dƛƻƛŀ Ϧ!ŜŀŜŀΣ ƛΦŜΦ ŀ ƳȅǘƘƛŎŀƭ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ IƻƳŜǊϥǎ hŘȅǎǎŜȅ ǿŀǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊŎŜǊŜǎǎ 
/ƛǊŎŜΦέ 
 
! ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ мн ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǝǾŜ ǾƻǿŜƭǎΦ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŀ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜǇŜŀǝƴƎ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ 
ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳǝǾŜ ǾƻǿŜƭǎΚ ό9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜΥ L Ŏŀƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜũƻǊǘΣ ōǳǘ L ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΦύ  ּףּס   
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According to the Merriam-Webster Unabridged website, DECAGRAMS is the plural of 
DECAGRAM, a variant spelling of DEKAGRAM, a unit of mass and weight equal to 10 grams. But 
for my purposes here, LΩƳ using DEC-AGRAMS (note the hyphen) to refer to words beginning 
with the letters DEC- and which have transposals ς all to celebrate this tenth issue of the 
Journal.  
 
Familiar words beginning with DEC- where it indicates some connection to άtenέ include 
DECADE a period of ten years, DECAGON a ten-sided geometrical figure and DECIMAL 
pertaining to the number ten. But Χ there are plenty of other words beginning with DEC- which 
have nothing to do with the number ten. 
 
The following 10 sets of transposals all begin with DEC-. All are taken from my extensive 
collection of transposals having 10 or more letters. All the words and terms can be found in 
major dictionaries. 
 

decantherous 
having ten anthers 

countershade 
in camouflaging, to lighten the local colour 
of an object in parts that normally fall into 
shadow, or to darken the parts normally 
illuminated, thus making the object less 
conspicuous 

decarbonating 
removing carbon from 

botanic garden 
a garden in which plants are cultivated for 
scientific research, conservation, and display 
to the public 

decentralise 
to disperse or move out from the center 

deinterlaces 
converts video footage into non-interlaced 
formats 

dechlorinations 
acts of removing chlorine from 

ornithoscelidan 
an extinct reptile having hind legs and a 
pelvic arch resembling those of a bird 

decimestrial 
consisting of ten months 

sedimetrical 
a term from analytical chemistry, pertaining 
to a precipitate, or sediment, by volume 

deckloading 
loading cargo on the deck of a ship 

deadlocking 
bringing a situation to an impasse 

declamations 
recitations of a speech 

anecdotalism 
a propensity for telling anecdotes 

mailto:darryl.francis@yahoo.co.uk
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decoratings 
acts of decorating or ornamenting 

endogastric 
relating to the inside of the stomach 

decreation 
depriving of existence 

dinocerate 
relating to dinosaurs  
 
edotecarin 
a complex chemical used in DNA cleavage 
 
Oedicentra 
a genus of moths 

decurionate 
the office of a decurion, a Roman officer in 
charge of ten men 

counteridea 
an opposite idea 
 
reauctioned 
sold again at auction 
 
recautioned 
warned again 
 
reeducation 
retraining 

  
As well as words beginning DEC-, I thought I might as well offer ten words beginning with the 
letters TEN- and which have transposals. 
 
  

tenantless 
without a tenant 

latentness 
the condition of being latent, or 
concealed 

tendenciousness 
bias 

continuednesses 
continuities 

tenebrious 
of a dark nature 

Enterobius 
a genus of small nematode worms 

teniacidal 
destroying tapeworms 
 

acetanilid 
a white crystalline compound used in 
medicine as an analgesic and 
antipyretic  
 
laciniated 
bordered with a fringe 

tennesseensis 
found in the name Echinacea tennesseensis, the 
Tennessee Purple Coneflower 

intensenesses 
intensities 



мп 
 

tenontophyma 
a tumorous growth in a tendon 

nematophyton 
a large branching fossil plant 

tenovaginitis 
inflammation of a tendon sheath 

investigation 

tensiometry 
measurement of the surface tension of a liquid 

retestimony 
repeat testimony 

tenterhook 
a hook, spike or bent nail 
 

heterokont 
a type of algae or other fungus-like 
organism 

tenuistriate 
having slender striae, or grooves 

intersituate 
to place between 

 
An afterthought: The opening paragraph of this article uses the term άtenth issueΦέ This has a 
transposal, EUTHENISTS, students or advocates of euthenics, a science that deals with 
developing human well-being and efficient functioning through the improvement of 
environmental conditions. The singular form EUTHENIST ƛǎƴΩǘ listed in The Oxford English 
Dictionary (some catching up to do there!) but is listed on the Merriam-Webster Unabridged 
website, as well as appearing in ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ New International DictionaryΩǎ Second and Third 
editions. 
 
The words and terms in this article can be found in at least one of The Oxford English 
Dictionary, The Random House Dictionary (Unabridged), Merriam-Webster Unabridged website, 
and Wikipedia. ּףּס  

 

  



мр 
 

59/!5wha9{ 
WŜũ DǊŀƴǘ 

 

To celebrate the 10th issue of The Journal of Wordplay, here are ten coined palindromes starting 

with the prefix deca-. 

 

DECA-ACED:  aced ten times in a tennis match. 

DECADACED:  made with ten fried dace fish, as a Chinese dish. 

DECAFACED:  having ten faces, decahedronal. [PDicon] 

DECAL ACED:  of a sports shoe, done up with ten lace crossings, also a ñbespoke decalsò 

business in Auckland, New Zealand. [Net] 

DECAM ACED:  disabled by ten different people using Mace teargas spray cans, as a stalker. 

DECAPACED:  operable at ten different rates or speeds, like a ten-speed bicycle. [PDicon] 

DECARACED:  of a theoretical track superdecathlon with ten running races, comprising the 

nine Olympic events from 100m to marathon plus a half marathon. 

DECASACED:  in Norfolk, England, having ten layers (saces) of bricks, e.g., a wall. 

DECATACED:  formed with ten overlapping plate-armor pieces (taces) that protect the upper 

thighs, as an armor skirt. 

DECAVIV ACED:  in music, containing ten vivace (lively) passages. 

 

References 

Net     Internet, using Google search program 

PDicon  Palindromicon 2, J Grant and D Tilque, 2002 ּףּס
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ά[hhY ²I!¢ ¢I9¸Ω±9 5hb9 ¢h a  ̧t¦bΣ a!έ 
aƻǊŜ aŜŘƛŀ .ƭƻƻǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ hŘŘƛǝŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ 5Ǌƻƭƭ wŜǘƻǊǘǎ  
5ƻƴ IŀǳǇǘƳŀƴ 
bŜǿ ̧ƻǊƪΣ bŜǿ ̧ƻǊƪ 
ŘƻƴƘŀǳǇǘƳŀƴϪƴȅŎΦǊǊΦŎƻƳ 

 

Do you remember where and when you learned a particular word?  

 

At the age of 11 or 12, I read a science-fiction comic book about a teenager who idly mixes 

several condiments in his high-school cafeteria. The result is a potion that gives him the  

ability to see the future. The power soon becomes a curse, however. For example, the kid  

has a premonition of the exact date his father will  die, and he wails that this is something  

he doesnôt want to know. The plot is not entirely plausible, but it was the first time I had 

encountered the word condiment. 

 

The ñunintended consequencesò and ñbe careful what you wish forò themes are common  

literary devices. Think of King Midas, Faust, The Picture of Dorian Gray, Frankenstein,  

and many others. In this case, I guessed what would happen. Thatôs the trouble with stories 

involving precognition and clairvoyance: Theyôre so predictable! 

 

Following is another compilation of puns drawn from my own recent experiences. Readers 

sometimes react with: ñI donôt get it.ò I get that a lot! But these specimens are simple and  

ñself-exclamatory.ò 

 

As usual, I thought all my quips were brilliantly original, but Googling proves that I was 

sometimes beaten to the crunch. Itôs not always easy to confirm because the number of  

search results, variations, and contexts tends to preclude attributing to a single creator.  

But several key antecedents are credited at the end.  

 

Å One afternoon, I had a 3:30 appointment with my barber, and another commitment 

elsewhere an hour later. That was cutting it close! 

 

Å I wanted to contact a specialist in lighting fixtures who years before had sold me  

several floor lamps and reading lamps. I sent him a message with the subject line: 

ñReconnection.ò In this case, the pun was unintended. Really.  

 

Å A friendôs memoir is filled with gossipy stories. I playfully accused him of telling tales 

out of ñcool.ò 

 

Å Iôm a New Yorker and lifelong theatergoer. I didnôt agree with the rave reviews for one 

Broadway show. When asked for my review, I quipped: ñMore preachy than peachy.ò 

 

Å Everyone occasionally incurs costs that are not covered by insurance or unreimbursed. 

One year, I had so many out-of-pocket expenses that I jested that I needed cargo pants. 
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Å One of my favorite beverages is iced tea. But squeezing wedges or slices of lemon  

is annoying. Why? Itôs the pits! 

 

Å I often create my own customized trail mix of nuts and dried fruits because I dislike 

certain ingredients in the packaged ones. Hence: eschewing before chewing.  

 

Å And on a final culinary note, I initially resisted an expensive treat, but caved because  

I craved! 

 

Å Iôm easily perplexed by family trees, whether my own or those of others. Asked about 

how Iôm related to various cousins, I often joke: ñTwice removed, and once put back.ò 

 

Å Relatedly (pun intended?), I once declined a relativeôs request, insisting that this was not 

my responsibility and that other family members were better suited for the task. After all, I 

quipped: ñBlood is thicker than oughtôer.ò 

 

Å On another occasion, relatives who invited me to dinner made a last-minute adjustment  

to the reservation, resulting in a conflict with another engagement. Change of clan?  

 

Å A few weeks ago, I sent a serious complaint to the head of a prominent institution. 

Though it took a follow-up, I finally received a response, albeit from a subordinate, apologizing 

profusely and repeatedly, and promising that steps would be taken to  

correct the problem. Well, I thought, when the apology is abject, one canôt object.   

 

Å This time of year, the weather is so hot that Iôm tempted to record a pop song titled  

ñGimme Swelter.ò 

 

Å Itôs surprising how often invitations to events omit mention of a dress code, forcing me  

to inquire about the attire they require. 

Å Friends tend to assume Iôm a speed reader. To the contrary, I point out, Iôm a need reader. 

I always need more time to catch up with everything! 

 

Finally, a tale from decades ago. I somehow appeared in the final directory pages of a book  

on comedy writing, mistakenly included in a list of people who teach courses in the subject. 

From time to time, I was conacted by a misdirected aspiring comedian. The book went through 

several editions, perpetuating the error, and my irritation. The problem was solved when  

the author, at my insistence, removed the appendix. 

 

Credits: ñSelf-exclamatoryò has many earlier coiners, and the A.I. Overview helpfully if  

humorlessly points out that itôs ñnot a standard English phrase.ò ñTales Out of Coolò was the 

headline of a 1988 Washington Post column by Hugh OôNeill. ñGimme Swelterò is the name of 

a beer by Arkane Aleworks.  ּףּס
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¢ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ 

 
Can word squares inspire narratives? One accidental example hints at possibilities on this front. 

 

Green Lantern: Emerald Twilight is a ñheel turnò story, in which Hal Jordan, most famous of the 

heroic Green Lanterns, breaks bad. Heôs come back to a twelve-mile-across crater where his 

hometown used to beðand if  he hadnôt been performing his duties elsewhere in the galaxy, he 

maybe couldôve saved it. 

 

 
aƻǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴ [ŀƴǘŜǊƴ όǾƻƭΦ оύ ІпуΣ ōȅ wƻƴ aŀǊȊ ŀƴŘ .ƛƭƭ ²ƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΦ 

After wallowing in grief and denial, Hal turns on the Guardians of the Universe, who command 

him and every other Green Lantern in known space. He seizes their power in a misguided, grief-

driven attempt to rewrite reality, going from one of the DC Universeôs greatest heroes to one of 

its most powerful villains. 

 

The story looks better in summary than it does in execution. As the Game of Thrones finale 

taught us, you canôt rush a Shakespearean tragic fall. Itôs a powerful idea that such a change 

could spring from the same sort of catastrophic loss that drives heroes like Spider-ManðI wasnôt 

there, and look at what happened! But one needs a certain investment of story time to show the 
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corruption of a noble soul with so much publication history. The story ran three issues and spent 

about half its 79 pages on predictable fights. That just wasnôt enough to get the job done. 

 

But from a wordplay perspective, the story has an extra feature. It mirrors a 7x7 word square. I 

found the square in a collection that far predates the storyðbut the coincidence is astonishing. 

 

 
¢ƘŜ тȄт ǿƻǊŘ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΦ 

As the story begins, a denial-driven Hal NESTLES himself in an idealized dream version of his 

destroyed city, using his power ring to bring it back to a semblance of life. Heôs not just the 

creator of this ñghost cityò but an ENTRANT  into its reality. 
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bƻǎǘŀƭƎƛŀ ŦǊƻƳ ІпуΦ 

He chats with an old ex and almost gets his fatherôs approval before the ring runs out of power 

and everything fades.  

 

Provoked one final time by the cold Guardians, Hal snaps, becoming a STRANGE TRAITOR  

LANTERN.  

 

 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ǎŜƭŦπŎŀǊŜΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŦǊƻƳ ІпуΦ 

(Hal wouldnôt be the first or last ñstrange traitorò in the Green Lanternsô history, but we wonôt 

get into that here.) 
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Hal defeats other Green Lanterns on his way, stopping to take their rings and ENGORGE 

himself on their poweré 

 

 
Iŀƭ ƴƻǿ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ǳƴǎǘƻǇǇŀōƭŜΣ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴ [ŀƴǘŜǊƴ όǾƻƭΦ оύ ІрлΣ ōȅ wƻƴ aŀǊȊ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǊǊȅƭ .ŀƴƪǎΦ 

 

éand after engorging himself on the master battery that powers every Green Lantern, he 

emerges a godlike, STERNER figure. 
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Iŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ІрлΦ 
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Are there any other word squares that parallel existing stories like this, or inspire new ones? One 

of the stories I did for my comics series Fans made use of a very simple one: ON/NO. 

 

 
CǊƻƳ Cŀƴǎ ŀǘ ŦŀŀƴǎΦŎƻƳΣ Ϧ/ǊƻǎǎƻǾŜǊΣϦ ōȅ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ Wŀǎƻƴ ²ŀƭǘǊƛǇΦ 

 

The Latin Sator square also presents a narrative: ñThe farmer Arepo works his wheels with care.ò 

Less directly, that square inspired the movie Tenet. 

 

 
¢ƘŜ {ŀǘƻǊ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ wƻƳŜΦ 

Other squares also suggest story ideas, though adapting them gets more challenging as they get 

more complex. At the 7x7 level, one of the most suggestive squaresðin the sexual sense as well 

as the story senseðis this one: 

 

https://faans.com/1990.html
https://faans.com/1990.html
https://faans.com/1990.html
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The smell of TOBACCO is a turnoff for someðincluding me. But OVERALL, images of young 

women smoking contain an erotic charge. As a heterosexual man, Iôve spent private moments 

dreaming of BEVELED slopes that culminate in AREOLAS. Might a CALLANT  (a young boy) 

try to CLEANSE himself of such thoughts, yet retain them as an OLDSTER? 

 

7x7 squares might be the highest-order squares that can get narrative interpretations like this. In a 

posthumous piece published in 1988, Dmitri Borgmann wrote, 

 

The transition from 7x7 squares to 8x8 squares is an exceedingly difficult one, and it is 

no longer possible to limit eight-order squares to those consisting entirely of common 

words and names. What is possible, just barely, is to insist that they consist entirely of 

literary and technical modern English. 

 

My observations back this upðand a structure with obscure words isnôt good grist for a story. 

You can get away with the occasional CALLANT,  but thatôs about as far as that can go. 

 

Halôs villain role lasted a few years, and he spent a few more as a penitent ghost. In the end, he 

went back to heroism, his heel turn explained away as a sort of demonic possession. That may 

sound like a desperate excuse, and it was, but by then, everyone was tired enough of ñvillain 

Halò to pretend it was fine. Nowadays, the heel turn is all but forgottenðexcept when somebody 

wants to cite an example of how weird comics can get. 

 

ñHey, remember when Hal Jordan was a villain for a hot minute?ò theyôll say. 

 

And then Iôll say, ñHa ha, yeah! STRANGE TRAITOR LANTERN!ò 

 

And theyôll all stare at me. ּףּס  
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όмΣ сΣ пΣ оΣ рΣ оΣ уΣ оΣ пΣ пΣ нΣ тΣ пΣ тύ 
5ŀƴƛŜƭ DŀƭŜŦ 
 

ϝϝϝ9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇƻŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǳȊȊƭŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ 
ŎǊȅǇǝŎ ŎǊƻǎǎǿƻǊŘǎΦ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ DŀƭŜŦΩǎ ǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛŦ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΗϝϝϝ 
 

wŜŀǎƻƴΣ ȅŜǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƭƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭŜǊǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ƘŀǇǇȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ Ƨƻȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ bŀǘǳǊŜ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ 

      τ¢ƘŜ aŀǊǉǳƛǎ ŘŜ {ŀŘŜ 
 
    ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ŎǊȅ ƻŦ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƳƛŘ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜτ 
    /ǊǳŜƭ ǘǊŀƛǘƻǊΗ /ǳǘ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ŀƭƼΗ 
    {ŎƻǊƴŦǳƭ ŜƧŀŎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭŘƭȅ ŘŀƴŎŜΣ 
    ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƭŦ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƘŜƭƭƛǎƘ ǎƘƻǿΦ 
    5ŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ hΗτLƴΗΣ ƛƴΗ όIǳŜǎ ǘƻȅΣ 
    ȅƻǳ ƪƴƛǘ ŀ ǘŀƴƎƭŜŘ ŜƻƴΦύ [ƻƴŜƭȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΗ 
    ! ŎǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƧƻȅΦ 
    ! ǎƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΣ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ 
    ¦ƴŦŜƳƛƴƛƴŜΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƭŜƊΦ Lƴ Iƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ  
    ȅƻǳ ōŀǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǝƭƭ ŜŀŎƘ ǇƛǘŎƘ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ƻƴ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΣ 
    ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘΦ CƻǊ L ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎΦ 
    ! ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ǘƻǇǇƭŜǎΣ ƻƴŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘτƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜτ 
    ŀǧŜƴŘǎ ǎƘŀƎΦ aƻǳǊƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊƻǳƎƘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ  
    ǊŜǎǘ ŀ ƅƻǊŀƭ ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ŜƴƧƻƛƴƛƴƎτ¸ŜǎΗ 
 
 
LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻǇŀǉǳŜΣ ƭƻƻƪ ǳǇ άŎǊȅǇǝŎ ŎǊƻǎǎǿƻǊŘǎέ όƻǊ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ LƴǎƛŘŜ bƻΦ ф ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜ 
ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ {ǘŜǾŜ tŜƳōŜǊǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ wŜŜŎŜ {ƘŜŀǊǎƳƛǘƘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳύΦ !ǎ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜΣ 
ōŜƭƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ ǇƻŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳΣ ŀ ƭƛƳŜǊƛŎƪΣ ŬǊǎǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƳƴƛŬŎŜƴǘ 
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 5ƛŎǝƻƴŀǊȅ ƛƴ [ƛƳŜǊƛŎƪ CƻǊƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳŜǊƛŎƪ ƛǎ ŀ ŬǾŜπǿƻǊŘ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ƎƭƻǎǎƛƴƎ 
ƛǘǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƴŜǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǳǊǘŜŜƴπǿƻǊŘ ǊƘȅƳƛƴƎ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǘ ǊŜǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƴŜǘ 
ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ 
 

9ǾŜǊȅ ŎǊȅǇǝŎ ŀŎƘŜΤ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀŎƘŜ ǎǝǊǊŜŘ όпύ 
! ǎǳƎƎŜǎǝƻƴ ƻǊ Ƙƛƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ȅŀǊƴ ƘŜŀǊŘ όпύ 
.ŀŎƪ ƛƴ wƻƳŜΣ ƛŦ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ όнύ 
hƴŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘǎ όмύ 
/Ǌƻǎǎ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƳŀƎƛŎ ǿƻǊŘ όрύ ּףּס   
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¢ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ 

 
Mark Waid has had quite a career in comics writing. At some point, heôs written probably every 

superhero you and your friends know about, with particularly well-remembered runs on The 

Flash, Daredevil, The Fantastic Four, Captain America, and most recently Worldôs Finest, 

Batman and Robin: Year One, and Justice League Unlimited. 

 

He was one of the first comics writers whose style I learned to recognize as a style. When I 

talked with other fans, I used to call him ñTwo Wordsò Waidða nickname meant with affection 

and admiration, referring to how he could get value out of a sentence or speech bubble that was 

only two words long. 

 

 
! ōǊǳǘŀƭƭȅ ōǊƛŜŦ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ Yŀπ½ŀǊ ІфΦ {ŎǊƛǇǘ ōȅ aŀǊƪ ²ŀƛŘΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴΤ ŀǊǘ ōȅ !ŘŀƳ YǳōŜǊǘΦ 

 

Objectively speaking, it didnôt happen that often, but it stuck in my memory as an example of his 

brisk, efficient style. 

 

When our paths crossed again, I had to ask him a few questions. Most are aimed at the 

intersection between comics and wordplay, but I wanted to start with some context for the job to 

put us all on the same pageé 

 

What would you say are the principles of writing  for  comics compared to novels or 

screenplays? 

 

The only significant one is to THINK VISUALLY.  Novelists are often too wordy, and 

screenwriters donôt understand that thereôs no way to connote fluid motion in the static 

pictures that make up comics. 

 

The basic principle I teach is this: a typical comics page has anywhere from 3 to 5 

panels per page. Think of each of those panels as a Polaroid pictureða snapshot of a 

frozen moment. More than 5 panels, especially relentlessly, risks making the page just 



нт 
 
 

too crowded for an artist to draw anything with impact. Same with dialogue and 

captionsðas a general rule, no more than 15-20 words in a balloon, no more than two 

balloons in a panel, no more than 30 words in a caption. More than that and, again, 

youôre crowding out the art and making it difficult  for your artist. 

 

Where does the writer  hand things off to the letterer in your experience? Do you write  

the sound effects or make any notes about the visual presentation of the words? 

 

The chain is actually this: I hand my script to my editor, who then makes a pass and 

hands it over to the artist, who begins drawing. Some artists enjoy putting in the sound 

effects as if  theyôre part of the art, some hate sound effects, some let the letterer put 

them in from my script. It all depends on their preferences. Then, as the art nears 

completion, the editor shows it to me and I do a ñdialogue pass,ò tweaking and honing 

the dialogue and captions and often adding words to describe action thatôs unclear, or 

removing words when the artist communicates the intent so well that theyôre not needed. 

(Chris Samneeôs great at making me realize I donôt need words in this panel or that 

panel, so good a storyteller is he.) 

 

Your career breakthrough was on The Flash. Some of your stories from that period hinge 

on what we might call a ñcrisis of definition,ò where the new Flash, Wally West, struggles  

.ƭŀŎƪ ²ƛŘƻǿ Ім ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎ {ŀƳƴŜŜΦ 
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to be worthy to use the same hero name as his 

late uncle, Barry  Allen. Both are super-fast 

heroes, and a couple of other super-fast heroes 

use the nameðbut there are also many super-

fast heroes like Max Mercury and Impul se who 

donôt. Still, in most of the stories, Wally  

introduces himself to the reader with  ñMy 

name is Wally West. Iôm the Flash, the fastest 

man alive,ò or some variation. 

 

The name ñFlashò seems to have a lot of 

meaning, but the act of finding that meaning 

might be one of the things Wally is chasing in 

those stories. So, since weôre about words and 

their  definitions hereðwhat makes a Flash a 

Flash? Is there some essential property that 

separates a Flash from a Max Mercury  or an 

Impulse? 

 

In the DC universe, itôs really all about legacy. Barry Allen adopted the Flash name from Jay 

Garrick because he was a fan and because Jay had 

been missing for a long time, so it was a way to 

honor him. After that, the mantle has tended to 

follow along family lines, the same way any name 

does. Thatôs really the only separationðI canôt 

imagine anyone deciding to call themselves the 

Flash without being in that bloodline 

somewhere. 

 

A lot of DC and Marvel  characters come with 

established names before modern writers ever 

get to them. When creating a new super-

character, does the name come early or late in 

your process? 

 

 In my process, late (with the exception of 

Impulse, my greatest naming triumph). Thatôs 

because for all my strengths, naming characters is 

something Iôm really awful at for some reason. 

 

Thisôll get into stylometric earmarks a little  bit. 

Iôd be willing  to bet that of the well- 

known comics writers, you have more one-

word and two-word sentences in your oeuvre 

than any other. Thereôs a scene in Daredevil 

that I  always wondered about, where the title  LƳǇǳƭǎŜ ІрΣ ǿƛǘƘ IǳƳōŜǊǘƻ wŀƳƻǎΦ 

CƭŀǎƘ ІтфΣ ǿƛǘƘ DǊŜƎ [ŀwƻŎǉǳŜΦ 
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character gets criticized for  brevity:  ñYour style isnôt terse. Itôs trs. Itôs tò (Daredevil #9, 

2015). 

 

Most writers say itôs more difficult,  and better 

practice, to keep things brief  wherever 

possible. Is that still  true for you, or is it  just 

natural  at this point? Do you, like Daredevil, 

have to keep yourself from going too far in the 

other direction? 

 

Itôs honestly just natural at this point. Remember, 

Iôll hit 2,000 scripts before Iôm dead, God willing, 

and by now the ñrulesò are just baked into me. 

Now, some of it (as I alluded to above) depends 

upon how good a storyteller the artist isðif  I know Iôm working with one whoôs great at it, I can 

afford to be terse because the visuals will  do a lot of the lifting. I actually prefer thisðmy 

favorite thing to do in comics is to be able to express an entire story in one image, which works 

when the artist plays along. (Examples would include the splash pages to Captain America #4 

and Fantastic Four #61, just to name two.) 

 

 
/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ όǾƻƭΦ оύ Іп ǿƛǘƘ wƻƴ DŀǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ CŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ CƻǳǊ όǾƻƭΦ оύ Ісм ǿƛǘƘ aƛƪŜ ²ŜƛǊƛƴƎƻΦ 

5ŀǊŜŘŜǾƛƭ όǾƻƭΦ пύ ІмрΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎ {ŀƳƴŜŜΦ 
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Look, the bottom line is that comics is a medium of economyðthe goal is always to tell 

the best story with (allowing for style) the fewest words and simplest drawings possible. 

 

Itôs not like every Waid story uses a new term, but you seem more interested in keeping up 

with  the language of today than other writers, especially other writers who use older 

comics as a touchstone.  I  think  you were the first  superhero writer  to use ñBetò in the 

sense of ñYou betò (Shazam #1, 2023) and the first  to use ñdeepfakesò as a plot point 

(Absolute Power #1, 2024).  

 

 
{ƘŀȊŀƳ όǾƻƭΦ рύ ІмΣ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀƴ aƻǊŀΦ 

Itôs challenging for  all of us to keep up with  current  usage (unless weôre teenagers, maybe). 

How do you manage it? 

 

With enormous caution. Nothing dates faster than slang, and nothing gets me all kind of ñHello, 

fellow kidsò meme shit on social media when I use a term that lost favor between the time I 

²ŀƛŘ ŬŜƭŘƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀǘ ²ƻƴŘŜǊ/ƻƴ нлнрΦ 
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wrote it and the time it was published. To be honest, I find that so long as I write from character, 

and know the character inside and out, the voices and the words they use just come naturally. 

 

On a similar  note, thereôs a bit  in the latest Batman and Robin: Year One that hinges on the 

circus slang ñslall,ò which threatens to expose Robinôs history as a circus performer and 

therefore Batman and Robinôs secret identity.  I  love the idea of so much riding  on a single 

word. Were you poring through dictionaries of circus slang for  that one, or was it  just 

something youôd picked up somewhere earlier and hoped to use? 

 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜȄǘΥ .ŀǘƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ wƻōƛƴΥ ¸ŜŀǊ hƴŜ Іф ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎ {ŀƳƴŜŜΦ 
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