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Accordingo the Merriam-WebsterUnabridgedvebsite, DECAGRAMSthe plural of
DECAGRAMvariantspellingof DEKAGRAM,unit of massandweightequalto 10grams.But
for my purposeshere,L Qu¥ingDECAGRAM$ote the hyphen) to refer to wordsbeginning
with the letters DECandwhichhavetransposalg; all to celebratethis tenth issueof the
Journal.

Familiarwordsbeginningwith DECwhereit indicatessomeconnectionto ceng include
DECADERperiod of ten years, DECAGOBRten-sidedgeometricalfigureand DECIMAL
pertainingto the numberten. But X there are plenty of other wordsbeginningwith DECwhich
havenothingto do with the numberten.

Thefollowing 10 setsof transposalsall beginwith DEG. All are takenfrom my extensive
collectionof transposaldaving10 or more letters. All the wordsandterms canbe foundin
majordictionaries.

decantherous countershade

havingten anthers in camouflagingto lightenthe local colour
of an objectin partsthat normallyfall into
shadow,or to darkenthe partsnormally
illuminated,thusmakingthe objectless
conspicuous

decarbonating botanic garden

removingcarbonfrom a gardenin whichplantsare cultivatedfor
scientificresearchconservationanddisplay
to the public

decentralise deinterlaces

to disperseor moveout from the center convertsvideofootageinto noninterlaced
formats

dechlorinations ornithoscelidan

actsof removingchlorinefrom an extinctreptile havinghindlegsanda
pelvicarchresemblinghoseof a bird

decimestrial sedimetrical

consistingof ten months a term from analyticalchemistry pertaining
to a precipitate,or sedimentbyvolume

deckloading deadlocking

loadingcargoon the deckof a ship bringinga situationto animpasse

declamations anecdotalism

recitationsof a speech a propensityfor telling anecdotes



mailto:darryl.francis@yahoo.co.uk

decoratings
actsof decoratingor ornamenting

endogastric
relating to the insideof the stomach

decreation
deprivingof existence

dinocerate
relatingto dinosaurs

edotecarin
a complexchemicalusedin DNAcleavage

Oedicentra

a genusof moths
decurionate counteridea
the office of a decurion,a Romanofficerin | an oppositeidea
chargeof ten men

reauctioned

soldagainat auction

recautioned
warnedagain

reeducation
retraining

Aswell aswordsbeginningDEG, | thought | mightaswell offer ten wordsbeginningwith the

letters TEN andwhich havetransposals.

destroyingtapeworms

tenantless latentness

without a tenant the conditionof beinglatent, or
concealed

tendenciousness continuednesses

bias continuities

tenebrious Enterobius

of adarknature a genusof smallnematodeworms

teniacidal acetanilid

a white crystallinecompoundusedin
medicineasan analgesiand

TennesselurpleConeflower

antipyretic

laciniated

borderedwith a fringe
tennesseensis intensenesses
foundin the nameEchinacedennesseensishe intensities




tenontophyma nematophyton

atumorousgrowthin atendon a large branchingfossilplant

tenovaginitis investigation

inflammationof a tendonsheath

tensiometry retestimony

measuremenbf the surfacetensionof a liquid repeattestimony

tenterhook heterokont

a hook,spikeor bentnail atypeof algaeor otherfunguslike
organism

tenuistriate intersituate

havingslenderstriae,or grooves to placebetween

Anafterthought: Theopeningparagraphof this article usesthe term ¢tenth issuab thishasa
transposal EUTHENISTSudentsor advocatesf euthenics a sciencethat dealswith
developinghumanwell-beingandefficient functioningthroughthe improvementof
environmentalconditions.Thesingularform EUTHENIST & §5@din TheOxfordEnglish
Dictionary(somecatchingup to do there!) but is listed on the Merriam-WebsterUnabridged
website,aswell asappearingn2 S 6 & (N&wNdikénational Dictionanf Secondand Third
editions.

Thewordsandtermsin this article canbe found in at leastone of TheOxfordEnglish

Dictionary,TheRandomHouseDictionary(Unabridged)Merriam-WebsterUnabridgedwebsite,
andWikipedia-
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To celebrateghe 10thissueof TheJournal of Wordplay herearetencoinedpalindromesstarting
with the prefix deca.

DECA-ACED: acedtentimesin atennismatch.

DECADACED: madewith tenfried dacefish, asa Chinesedish

DECAFACED: havingtenfaces,decahedroal. [PDicon]

DECAL ACED: of asportsshoe,doneup with tenlacecrossingsalsoa fibespokedecal®
businessn Auckland,New Zealand[Net]

DECAM ACED: disabledby tendifferentpeopleusingMaceteargaspraycans asa stalker
DECAPACED: operableattendifferentratesor speedslike atenspeedicycle.[PDicon]
DECARACED: of atheoreticaltrack superdecathlowith tenrunningracescomprisingthe
nine Olympic eventsfrom 100mto marathorplusa half marathon.

DECASACED: in Norfolk, England,havingtenlayers(sacespf bricks,e.g.,awall.

DECATACED: formedwith tenoverlappingplatearmorpieces(taces)that protectthe upper
thighs asanarmorskirt.

DECAVIV ACED: in musig containingtenvivace(lively) passages.

References
Net Internet,usingGooglesearchprogram
PDicon Palindromicon2, J GrantandD Tilque, 2002
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“LOOK WHAT THEY’VE DONE TO MY PUN, MA”
More Wordplay Deployed in Recent Everyday Situations, Mostly

DON HAUPTMAN
New York, New York
donhauptman@nyc.rr.com

Do you remember where and when you learned a particular word?

At the age of 11 or 12, I read a science-fiction comic book about a teenager who idly mixes
several condiments in his high-school cafeteria. The result is a potion that gives him the
ability to see the future. The power soon becomes a curse, however. For example, the kid
has a premonition of the exact date his father will die, and he wails that this is something
he doesn’t want to know. The plot is not entirely plausible, but it was the first time I had
encountered the word condiment.

The “unintended consequences” and “be careful what you wish for” themes are common
literary devices. Think of King Midas, Faust, The Picture of Dorian Gray, Frankenstein,
and many others. In this case, [ guessed what would happen. That’s the trouble with stories
involving precognition and clairvoyance: They 're so predictable!

Following is another compilation of puns drawn from my own recent experiences. Readers
sometimes react with: “I don’t get it.” I get that a lot! But these specimens are simple and
“self-exclamatory.”

As usual, I thought all my quips were brilliantly original, but Googling proves that I was
sometimes beaten to the crunch. It’s not always easy to confirm because the number of
search results, variations, and contexts tends to preclude attributing to a single creator.
But several key antecedents are credited at the end.

e One afternoon, I had a 3:30 appointment with my barber, and another commitment
elsewhere an hour later. That was cutting it close!

o [ wanted to contact a specialist in lighting fixtures who years before had sold me
several floor lamps and reading lamps. I sent him a message with the subject line
“Reconnection.” In this case, the pun was unintended. Really.

o A friend’s memoir is filled with gossipy stories. I playfully accused him of telling tales
out of “cool.”

e ['m aNew Yorker and lifelong theatergoer. I didn’t agree with the rave reviews for one
Broadway show. When asked for my review, I quipped, “More preachy than peachy.”

e Everyone occasionally incurs costs that are not covered by insurance or unreimbursed.
One year, | had so many out-of-pocket expenses that I jested that I needed cargo pants.



e One of my favorite beverages is iced tea. But squeezing wedges or slices of lemon
1s annoying. Why? It’s the pits!

e [ often create my own customized trail mix of nuts and dried fruits because I dislike
certain ingredients in the packaged ones. Hence: eschewing before chewing.

¢ And on a final culinary note, I initially resisted an expensive treat, but caved because
I craved!

¢ [’m easily perplexed by family trees, whether my own or those of others. Asked about
how I’m related to various cousins, I often joke, “Twice removed, and once put back.”

e Relatedly (pun intended?), I once declined a relative’s request, insisting that this was not
my responsibility and that other family members were better suited for the task. After all,
I quipped, “Blood is thicker than ought’er.”

¢ On another occasion, relatives who invited me to dinner made a last-minute adjustment
to the reservation, resulting in a conflict with another engagement. Change of clan?

o A few weeks ago, I sent a serious complaint to the head of a prominent institution.
Though it took a follow-up, I finally received a response, albeit from a subordinate,
apologizing profusely and repeatedly, and promising that steps would be taken to
correct the problem. Well, I thought, when the apology is abject, one can’t object.

e This time of year, the weather is so hot that I’'m tempted to record a pop song titled
“Gimme Swelter.”

e It’s surprising how often invitations to events omit mention of a dress code, forcing me
to inquire about the attire they require.

e Friends tend to assume I’m a speed reader. To the contrary, I point out, I’'m a need reader.
I always need more time to catch up with everything!

Finally, a tale from decades ago. I somehow appeared in the final directory pages of a book

on comedy writing, mistakenly included in a list of people who teach courses in the subject.
From time to time, | was contacted by a misdirected aspiring comedian. The book went through
several editions, perpetuating the error, and my irritation. The problem was solved when

the author, at my insistence, removed the appendix.

Credits: “Self-exclamatory” has many earlier coiners, and the A.1. Overview helpfully if humorlessly points out
that it’s “not a standard English phrase.” “Tales Out of Cool”” was the headline of a 1988 Washington Post column
by Hugh O’Neill. “Gimme Swelter” is the name of a beer by Arkane Aleworks. ®



{¢w! bDW! LEhiw¢cY9wodIl!9 ¢thla 2 hw5 {v,;! w9
¢/ I YLIO ST

Canword squaresnspirenarratives®neaccidentakexamplehints at possibilitieson this front.

GreenLantern:EmeraldTwilight isaf h & eulrstorg,in which Hal Jordanmostfamousof the
heroicGreenLanternsbreaksbad.H e @mnebackto atwelve-mile-acrosscraterwherehis
hometownusedto bed andif heh a d lmeénperforminghis dutieselsewheren the galaxy,he
maybec o u | ghvedt.e

fll"
W—-fxﬁ?vgg 7]
\,,
a7 ieE |

I nyst oAt §yaAKNVOL YR

a2 dNADYE [ FoydizSiNg o 0 DAt

After wallowingin grief anddenial,Hal turnson the Guardiansf the Universe who command
him andeveryotherGreenLanternin knownspaceHe seizegheir powerin amisguided grief-
drivenattemptto rewrite reality, goingfrom oneof theDC U n i v egreatesbesoedo oneof
its mostpowerfulvillains.

Thestorylooksbetterin summarythanit doesin execution As the Gameof Thronedsfinale
taughtus,youc a nmudhta Shakespeareamgicfall. | t ajpewerfulideathatsuchachange

could springfrom thesamesort of catastrophid¢ossthatdrivesheroedike SpiderMand lwa s n 6 t
there,andlook at whathappenedBut oneneedsa certaininvestmenbf storytime to showthe

My
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corruptionof a noblesoulwith somuchpublicationhistory. The storyranthreeissuesandspent
abouthalf its 79 pageson predictablefights. Thatjustw a s endughto getthejob done.

But from awordplayperspectivethe storyhasanextrafeature.lt mirrors a 7x7word square.|
found the squarim a collection that flapredats the stor§ butthe concidence is astonishing.

¢KSET 62NR &ljdzt NBo

As thestorybegins,adeniatdrivenHal NESTLES himselfin anidealizeddreamversionof his
destroyectity, usinghis powerring to bring it backto a semblancef life. H e diatjustthe
creatorof thisii g h © is bytan ENTRANT into its reality.
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He chatswith anold exandalmostgetshisf a t hagprovalbeforethering runsoutof power

andeverythingfades.

Provokedonefinal time by thecold GuardiansHal snapspecominga STRANGE TRAITOR

LANTERN.
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Hal defeatsotherGreenLanternson his way, stoppingto taketheirringsandENGORGE
himselfontheirp o we r é

[
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€ a nafterengorginghimselfonthe masterbatterythatpowerseveryGreenLantern,he
emerges godlike, STERNER figure.
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Are thereanyotherword squareghatparallelexistingstorieslike this, or inspirenewones?One
of the stories| did for my comicsseriesFansmadeuseof avery simpleone:ON/NO.

CNEY &G FIIyaocOZTMYSHr NRAWRHSNI 2 £ i NK LIP

ThelLatin Satorsquarealsopresenta narrative:i T HaemerArepoworkshiswheelswithc ar e . 0
Lessdirectly, thatsquaranspiredthemovie Tenet

CKS {F{G2N) aljdl NBBAaTAgy Ry DO S§¥80ERNE OLI |
Othersquareslsosuggesstoryideas,thoughadaptingthemgetsmorechallengingastheyget
morecomplex.At the 7x7 level, oneof themostsuggestivesquares in the sexualsenseaswell

asthestorysensé is thisone:
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Thesmellof TOBACCOis aturnoff for somé includingme.But OVERALL, imagesof young
womensmokingcontainaneroticcharge As a heterosexuamnan,l 6 spentprivatemoments
dreamingof BEVELED slopesthatculminatein AREOLAS. Might a CALLANT (ayoungboy)
try to CLEANSE himselfof suchthoughtsyetretainthemasan OLDSTER?

7X7 squaresnight bethe highestordersquareshatcangetnarrativeinterpretationdike this. In a
posthumougpiecepublishedin 1988,Dmitri Borgmannwrote,

Thetransitionfrom 7x7 squaredo 8x8 squaress an exceedinglyifficult one,andit is
no longerpossibleto limit eightorder squaredo thoseconsistingentirely of common
wordsand namesWhatis possiblejustbarely, is to insistthat theyconsistentirely of
literary andtechnicalmodernEnglish.

My observation®ackthisupd anda structurewith obscurewvordsi s goddgristfor a story.
You cangetawaywith theoccasionalCALLANT, butt h aaboditasfar asthatcango.

H a | viflasn role lastedafew years,andhespenta few moreasa penitentghost.In theend,he
wentbackto heroism,his heelturn explainedawayasa sortof demonicpossessionlThatmay
soundlike a desperatexcuseandit was,butby then,everyonewvastiredenoughofii vi | | ai n
H a ltogretendt wasfine. Nowadaystheheelturnis all butforgotterd exceptwhensomebody
wantsto cite anexampleof howweird comicscanget.

A H ergmembemwhenHal Jordanwasavillain forahotmi nut ke @sap | |

Andthenl 6shylii Hlaa,yeah!STRANGETRAITORL ANTERN! 0

Andt h e gll&tardatme.-
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Mark Waid hashadquitea careerin comicswriting. At somepoint,h e @riten probablyevery
superheroyouandyour friendsknowabout,with particularly well-rememberedunson The
Flash,Daredevil, The Fantastid~our, CaptainAmerica,andmostrecentlyWo r | Fihésg
BatmanandRobin: Year One,and JusticeLeagueUnlimited.

He wasoneof thefirst comicswriters whosestylel learnedto recognizeasa style.Whenl
talkedwith otherfans,| usedto call himii T w/éo r dWaidd a nicknamemeantwith affection
andadmiration,referring to howhe couldgetvalueout of a sentenceor speectbubblethat was
only two wordslong.

YOU'RE A
‘e . 0 NEXT. g& i <
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Objectivelyspeakingit didnd happenthatoften butit stuckin my memoryasan exampleof his
brisk, efficient style.

Whenour pathscrossedagain,| hadto askhim a fewquestionsMostare aimedat the
intersectionbetweercomicsandwordplay,but | wantedto start with somecontextfor thejob to
putusall onthesamep a g e é

What would you say are the principles of writing for comicscomparedto novelsor
screenplays?

Theonly significantoneis to THINK VISUALLY. Novelistsareoftentoowordy, and
screenwritersl o nudderstandhatt h e noavays$o connotefluid motionin the static
picturesthatmakeup comics.

Thebasicprinciplel teachis this: atypical comicspagehasanywhererom 3to 5
panelsper page.Think of eachof thosepanelsasa Polaroidpictured a snapshoof a
frozenmoment.More than5 panels especiallyrelentlesslyrisks makingthe pagejust
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too crowdedfor anartistto drawanythingwith impact. Samewith dialogueand
caption® asagenerakule, nomorethan15-20 wordsin aballoon,no morethantwo
balloonsin a panel,no morethan30 wordsin a caption.More thanthatand,again,

y 0 u €rawdingouttheartandmakingit difficult for your artist.

Where doesthe writer hand things off to the letterer in your experience?Do you write
the soundeffectsor make any notesabout the visual presentation of the words?

Thechainis actuallythis: | handmy scriptto my editor,who thenmakesa passand
handsit overto theartist,who beginsdrawing.Someartistsenjoy puttingin the sound
effectsasif t h e padtof the art, somehatesoundeffects,somelet the lettererput
themin from my script. It all depend®n their preferencesThen,astheartnears
completion theeditorshowsit to meandl doafi d i a lp @ g twealdngandhoning
the dialogueandcaptionsandoften addingwordsto describeactiont h aunhctear,or
removingwordswhenthe artistcommunicatesheintentsowell thatt h e ynadbneezded
(ChrisS a mn greafasmakingmerealizel d o méetiwordsin this panelor that
panel,sogoodastorytelleris he.)

Your career breakthrough was onThe Flash.Some of your stories from that period hinge

on what we might c alwhereathe mewrFlash,iWally Wést, stregfjlesni t i on



to be worthy to usethe samehero nameashis
late uncle,Barry Allen. Both are super-fast
heroes,and a couple of other super-fast heroes
usethe named but there are alsomany super-
fast heroeslike Max Mercury and Impul sewho
d o n $till, in mostof the stories, Wally
introduces himself to the reader with i My
nameis Wally West.| 0 time Flash, the fastest
mana | i wresgmevariation.

Thenamei F | asedmé&o havea lot of
meaning, but the act of finding that meaning
might be oneof the things Wally is chasingin
thosestories. So,sincew e 6abaut words and
their definitions hered what makesa Flasha
Flash?Is there someessentialproperty that
separatesa Flashfrom a Max Mercury or an
Impulse?

Ct HaKbZDHB HK] H)Wz Olj ¢

In the DC universe; tréally all aboutlegacy.Barry Allen adoptedhe Flashnamefrom Jay
Garrickbecausdne wasafan andbecausdayhad
beenmissingfor alongtime, soit wasawayto
honorhim. After that,the mantlehastendedio
follow alongfamily lines,the sameway anyname &
does.T h areadlygheonly separatiod 1 c a n 6 @2
imagineanyonedecidingto call themselveshe
Flashwithout beingin thatbloodline
somewhere.

A lot of DC and Marvel characterscomewith
establishednamesbefore modern writers ever
getto them. When creating a new super-
character, doesthe name comeearly or late in
your process?

In my processlate (with the exceptionof
Impulse,my greateshamingtriumph). T hat 6 §
becausdor all my strengthspnamingcharacterss
something 6 really awful atfor somereason.

T h i gebihtd stylometric earmarks a little bit.
| 6be willing to betthat of the well-

known comicswriters, you havemore one
word and two-word sentencesn your oeuvre
than any other. T h e raesdesein Daredevil
that | alwayswonderedabout, where the title
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character getscriticized for brevity: i Y o stylei s mefse.| t tfs.d t to aredevil#9,
2015).

Mostwriters sayi t ndoge difficult, and better
practice, to keepthings brief wherever
possible.lIs that still true for you, or isit just
natural at this point? Do you, like Daredevil,
haveto keepyourself from goingtoo far in the
other direction?

YOUR STYLE
ISN'T TERSE.
IT'S TRS.
T8 T.

|t hdreestlyjust naturalat this point. Remember,
| 6hit 2,000scriptsbeforel 6 daad,Godwilling,
andby nowthefi r u krejssthakedinto me.
Now, someof it (asl alludedto abowe) depends
uponhow goodastorytellertheartistiso if | know | 6workingwith onew h o grestatit, | can
afford to betersebecausehe visualswill doalot of thelifting. | actuallypreferthisd my
favoritethingto doin comicsis to beableto expressanentirestoryin oneimage,which works
whentheartistplaysalong.(Examplesvould includethe splashpagedo CaptainAmerica#4
andFantasticFour #61,justto nametwo.)
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Look, the bottomline is thatcomicsis a mediumof economy thegoalis alwaysto tell
thebeststorywith (allowing for style) thefewestwordsandsimplestdrawingspossible.

| t riptdike every Waid story usesa newterm, but you seemmore interestedin keepingup
with the languageof today than other writers, especiallyother writers who useolder
comicsasatouchstone. | think you were the first superherowriter to usefi B ein the
senseof fi Y obue (Shazan¥#l,2023)and the first to usefideepfake® asa plot point

(AbsolutePower#1,2024).
L -c
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--which, I'm pretty [z BN\
sure, is why they & 1 l”s%#sa!'
just shrugged when o
we invited a Zalking L ;
tiger home one day.
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| t ahalengingfor all of usto keepup with current usage(unlessw e 6teeaagersmaybe).
How do you manageit?

With enormouscaution.Nothing datedasterthanslang,andnothinggetsmeall kindof i He | | o,
fellow k i dreraeshiton socialmediawhenl useatermthatlostfavor betweerthetimel
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wroteit andthetimeit waspublished.To behonest| find thatsolong asl write from character,
andknow the characteinsideandout, the voicesandthe wordstheyusejust comenaturally.

On a similar note,t h e rabitGnsthe latestBatmanand Robin: YearOnethat hingeson the
circus slangfi s | avhidh thieatensto exposeR o b i histdrg asa circus performer and
therefore Batman and R o b i seddetidentity. | love the idea of somuch riding on a single
word. Were you poring through dictionaries of circus slangfor that one,or wasit just
somethingy o upicked up somewhereearlier and hopedto use?

IREFUSE ) SOMETHING

TO BELIEVE, FIGHTS 700 ABOUT WHAT
HOWEVER, THAT HARD. HE MUST HAGEN SAID...
DENT'S S7TOLEN , BE SOMEONE WITH ABOUT THE

FILE S ADEAD A\  TIES TO THIS ¢ > S WAYNE
Yy a ; ‘ 2 o BOY...
n ] [

ROBIN
SA4/0 SOMETHING
ONCE. I DIDN'T GIVE
IT A THOUGHT AT
THE 7/ME...

. WHAT
WAS I1T..7

THINK IT’S
THAT SIMPLE?
BATMAN'S GONNA
SLALL THIS
WHOLE
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