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Theworld of word-coininghasmore MargaretMitchellsin it than JamedPattersonsmore
peoplefamousfor one or two breakthroughworksthanthe prolific creatorsvho canchurnout
hit after hit. Still,afew arerecognizedor their productivity. This work has gone through
multiple drafts but is now crosshecked with theDxford English Dictionarihe most reliable
sourceof word citationsknown.

oCoinage of coursejs often an act of discovery rather than invention. The titléaafinei€ can
go to someone who invents a word all on their own, but it can also go to the first writer to set
down on paper what others have already said,

William Shakespearéas the most source citations in the OED, with 2,255, and Geoffrey
Chaucer is third with 2,062. The other most prolific logodaedalists are not as well known to
modern audiences as one migétpect: John Trevisa#@,2,101) Randle Cotgravetd, 1,953)
Thomas Blount{5, 1,610) John Florio#£6, 1,602) Nathan Bailey#7, 1,520) William Caxton
(#8,1,444) Philemon Holland#9,1,398) Edward H. Knight10,1,282) Robert Mayng#11,
1,265) andZlfric of Eynshan#10,1,094)

{2YS 2F {KIF1SaLISINBEQa Ayg@Sy a2 &iavented 2 dzZa Kz |
applauseput only bymodifying the existingpplaud,and many of thenore oliginalterms he

invented, like anthropophaginianR 2 y Qi 4SS I iMuch ofhis lexic® ReatNdy dza S
involved turning words from one part of speech into anotheith or without a newsuffix the
verbdawnwas a century older than his works, but he was the first to make it a noun.

These words, though, amodern and moreshise without such qualifiers

Arouse, attest, bail, bandibated (breath)cold-hearted, downstairsjwindle,earthbound,
enmesh, eventful, faneyee, fathomless, featureless, fitfdixture, full circle, gnarledigh

pitched, hint, hostile, hurry, itempered, impartial, impede, inaudible, inauspicious, incapable,
incarnadine, jaded, lackluster, laughalbfeemento mori, misquote, motley fool, next world,
overpower, oversized, pageantry, pebbled, pgptprimrose path, purr, refractory, skim milk,
slugabedstar-crossed, stealthy, stitchery, subcontract, sully, sympathize, twin brother, uncurl,
undreamed, unearthly, unhelpful, unintelligent, unmitigated, unnerugdoar, upturned.

JohnMilton: agape, amaranthine, arcfiend, debaucheryeffulgence gxpansejubilant,
lovelorn, miscommunicatin@efore miscommunicater miscommunication), pandemonium,
pettifoggery, poetics, typography.

CharlesDickens:abuzz, bulgyChristmassy, conspiratorial, Guinness, kidney pie, oner, pruney,
sawbonesScheherazade, shooting gallery, sledgehammering, snobbish, soupy, unyielding, vice
chair.



LewisCarroll:chortle, frabjous, galumph, lookirgjass worldCarroll invented some other
words likejubjubandvorpal,d dzi G KS@ QNB y20i @6ARSt & dzaSR 2dziaa
&Jabberwockg poem.

JRRTolkien: Theplural dwarves.elven(as adjective)hobbit, mithril.

Dr. Seusss often creditedasthe popularizerof the word nerdt and(i K | sortgtrue, but in
{ S dzif BR@rihe Zoo,anerdisjustoneof{ S dzioag@racessiorof exoticanimalswith
nameshe madeup. (Inthat sameprocessiorare four other animalnamesthat nevermadeit
into dictionaries anda seersuckenvhichalreadymeanta kind of fabric)

Of the words attributed torheSimpsonsonly cromulentis confirmed as original with the

program DQ 2 K > S vaiadméhall®ave earlier citations, though theywe their popularity

in modern speech tase on theprogram TheOEDR 2 Sa y Qi ydldkaha iB grigin iS

RA&LJzi SR o6dzi L Ol y SiinpsdnklgoReeins tdble e aigindftief A SNJ a 2
phrasesay the quiet part loud.

Seinfeld:The OED does not currently acknowledge the words and phrases associated with

Seinfeld FestivusY I a1 SNJ 2F ¥ 8QaKRAYHEKPRNB QA lagde i KAy 3 &
spongeworthyor the more specific meaning shrinkage However, theOEDdoes

acknowledge other televisieoreated language, such as the exclamatimt! from Saturday

Night Livethe phrasefriend zongrom Friends, mission impossible, Energizer buangt,

Scooby snack.

As stated above, th@EDA & G KS Y2aid NBtAlIo6fS &a2dz2NOS 2F 42 NF
FAYILET FTNDAGSNI 2y T@0KINGQA 3a2YRIRKAYDIsE BEARRS
word entin the sense oftree-maréA & | Y2 1 KSNJ 2F ¢ DEDRRSUYRIONSBI (A

recognize it, but the crosswofpuzzle community sure does.

Thereare manymore wordsderivedfrom the aboveauthorsandtheir work but not usedin
waysmostof them would haveimagined.Someauthorshavebecomerecognizedadjectives
themselves see the eponymShakespeareaMMiltonian, SeinfeldianSimpsonianSeussian
andothersarejustalittle further awayfrom that status.

Falstaffian,Romeo Juliet,Ghostof ChristmadPast,ScroogeTweedledunand Tweedledee,

flanderization wonderland,grinch,grinchpawt all thesetermsowe their existenceto the

aboveauthorsbut reallygot their start asterms whenothersrespondedto thoseauthors.

al@oS {SdzaaQa yS¢ LRadKdzy2dza 0221 oAff AyaLRAN

¢ K | als@triie for the broader,metaphoricalsensesof goldenticket and OompalLoompa,
creationsof RoaldDahl.Evenwhenaninventivewriter isinvolved,languageas a gameanybody
canplay.
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Within the field of wordplay,exampledike anagramsandpalindromegget mostof the
attention. Sometypesare alot more obscure their definitionsbarelyknown,yet@ 2 dzQ @ S
probablyseenthemin actionat leastonce.

Onesuchtype isdog Latin (AKAcodLatinor mockLatin). TheLawDictionarymisidentifiesthis
ascthe Latinof illiterate persong (harsh!):éLatinwordsput togetheron the English
grammaticakystemé

Butreally,A (alhastthe oppositer Englishwordsput togetheron the Latingrammatical
system.

m

b+dz 31 NI OF N;y)\zzmsb R b;\yomsmots I

TheRoadRunnercartoonsusedDogLatinin freezeframesasarunninggag ¢ K SNBSS Qa | Fdz f
the Latin names used in each Road Runner car&dhis link

ROAD-RUNNER
(Hot-roddicus Supersonicus)
b{ dzZLJISNE2Yy A O K2

bOUSNYFffe FFyY
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DoglLatingoesbackasfaras{ KI 1 S & LJS| NB X

Costard Goto; thou hastit ad dunghill at the ¥ A y 21&i8asthey say.
Holofernes O, | smellfalseLatin;édunghilE for unguem.6 [ 2 ZeSdD&E ost,ActV,
Scend)

An example from the 1940s, used in the dystopiannév&lS | | Y RYandiRTDA ¢ £ S
adaptation,is dllegitimi non carborundung mocktranslatedass 2 y Qi £ SG GKS ol adl
you downé A grim message for a grim world, but seasoned with a bit of humor for those in the

know.

Amodernexamplemightbeto term (i 2 R ld@s@agramgirlst filiae Instagrammae.

Thisbrandof wordplayhada brief window of relative popularityfor afew decadeghere as
societygrewmore mediasavvy but at the sametime, societyhasgotten lessfamiliarwith
eventhe rudimentsof the Latinlanguagesothat sweetspot mayhavealreadypassedor it.

Onecan,of course applyasimilarsetof rulesto languagesnore familiarin modernlife. Mock
French:dThegendarmegpromptly tossedthe drug-dealingAmericansnto le clink€ Mock
SpanishdHastala vistato my fave Mexicanrestaurant:| lovedthe food, but bribingthe safety
inspectorwasa fio-fio.€ Mock JapanesemockY 2 NB |y Rwedi<h.|

Alle dé popcern! Stiiikkin
@on di micreggwaveeevoovee!
¢KS adzZllli$ o SRERAKY DK S

Buté 2 dzgb@AAdbe carefulaboutthis kind of thing. Sometimessuchdmocké-ery canbe taken
asmockingthosewho speakthe language or evenintendedthat way, of course.Latint inthe
senseof the Latinlanguagenot Hispanicculturet isarelativelysafetarget, sincethe only
peoplewho speakit arelongdeador in VaticanCity.

Fortunately the current Popeis a pretty mellowguy.| S @rdbablyenjoyeda RoadRunner
cartoonor two. »
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Tocelebratethis eleventhissueof the Journalf S ibdR & somewordsbeginningUNDEE€and
HENDEGAAccordingo TheOxfordEnglishDictionary(OED)the combiningform UNDECIs
derivedfrom the Latinundecim meaningeleven.TheOEDalsohasthe combiningform
HENDEGAwhichis derivedfrom the ancientGreek A 1 5-falsomeaningeleven.

Therel NBafy@dammonwords beginningNDEEwhichhavea meaningrelatedto eleven.
Perhapghe leastunfamiliarmight be UNDECAGOfd geometricfigure with elevensides)and
UNDECILLIONIC, the number1000followed by elevengroupsof three zeroes) Similarly,
there areno commonwordsbeginningHENDECGAPerhapghosewith the easiestdiscernible
meaningsare HENDECANER liquid hydrocarbonfound in petroleum, havingelevencarbon
atoms)andHENDECASYLLA@IGunandadjective,relatingto somethingwith eleven
syllables).

Yetthere are manywordsbeginningNDEE€whichhaveno relationshipto the numbereleven.
Example®f everydaywordsincludeUNDECLAREONDECAYEhd UNDECISIVEhesame
cannotbe saidfor wordsbeginningHENDECGAAnyword beginningwith HENDECAwill
inevitablyhaveanelevenrelatedmeaning.

Thefollowing 11 setsof transposalsll beginwith either UNDE€or HENDECAAIl aretaken
from my extensivecollectionof transposaldaving10 or more letters.

dzy RSOl YSN& dzy a ONB | YSR

hfAJIPOLS NBIRIBFIRNI e KISED Y| b 2410 NS H YASRPzy & ONBIOWER Y
St Sw&ydzy Al &

dzy RSO L 2 A R& t SyeOf 2RRA | dz

¢ KEGIIR2EKS OS¢/ 0SHM2Y2F 23! KMIJIKS s e RAYVMBE A v & K SRS
OKNRBY2az2YSa

dzy RSOSA @S NJ dzy NEOSA PSR

{ 2 YS 062KRENIE BJ8 NR RIRB OS N3 b 2NIS OS A OSSR

Yyradl1$

' Y RSOSYo6 SNJ Sy Odzyo SNBR

I UOo o2 AR K Az2MR2 NPKdeNIVR ST | | Y LISNBIRER 8RR Sy SR

0 kS aiBINYSY RE NJ

dyﬁéoxvl SR dzy YSRA Ol 4 SR

b 2RiS & (i NR2AIBS R 8u@SMES v i K b2YiSRA O& X\iBIREZS

' YRSOAYO SN Ay Odzyo SNBR

| G NRFYRSOS®B RIS @ | | YLISNBIRE&R 8RR Sy SR
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https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/subunit#English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clwydian_Range
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flintshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wales
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Thewordsandnamesin this article canbe found in at leastone of TheOxfordEnglish
Dictionary the Merriam-WebsterUnabridgedwebsite, Wikipediaand Wiktionary.

Afootnote:

TheOxfordEnglishDictionarylistshendecasyllab

iasboth anadjectiveandanoun.Inthe

illustrative quotationsfor the nounform isthe lovely27-letter hendecasyllabispecimena

nonceltalianword, takenfrom a1902source:

He includes in this last classvramagnificentissimamentea hendecasyllabic in itself.


https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nuncioides_dysmicus&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nuncioides_infrequens&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nuncioides_infrequens&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/declare#English
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/unabridged/plain
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/natural#English
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/characteristic#English
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/inherent#English
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/coat#English
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/paint#English
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/topcoat#English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niedereschach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baden-W%C3%BCrttemberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baden-W%C3%BCrttemberg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
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In dLightStuff¢ WordWays#10.2(1977),LeonardR.N. Ashleymakesa puzzleout of twenty-
five Englishwordswith a generalmeaningof dightness: floe, fluke, flapdoodle flan, flee, flick,
floss,flip, flotation, flotsam,flit, flimsy, fluff, flux, flutter, flume, flaw, fletcher,flense floccule,
flivver,flock,flirt, flatulence,andflummery.Without mucheffort, | canthink of a few more:
flop, flip-flop, flounce,float, fly.

Soundsymbolismis one of thoseaspectsof our languagehat flits on the edgeof our
perceptionmostof the time. Thesetwo shapesknownaskikiandbouba,are part of aclassic
linguistictest: most peopleidentify the first shapeaskiki, the secondasbouba,becauseve
associatecertainsoundswith spikinesspther soundswith roundnessThatassociatioris
further reinforcedby the letters we use:k andi are muchdpricklie€ thanb, o, u, anda.

YALA YR 02dzmol o

Snot,sniff, sneezesnout,sneer,snicker snort, snuff, snore,snoozesnub,snob.Noseor
breathingstuff. (Snobshavetheir nosesin the air.)

Glow,gleam,glimmer,glare, glisten,glitter, glacier,glide,glory, glint. lllumination.
Bump,chump,dump,crump,thump, mumps,hump,sump,pump,rump,lump. Blunt,rounded.

An intriguing number csoundsymbds are consistentacrosdanguagesyhichhints at some
grand,beautifuluniversalmeaninglyingjust beyondour grasp.

Butli K I albifohia mentaltrap. Languagés more complexthan just the few impressionave

cancapturethroughour ears.Soundsymbolismis part of it, sure,a persistentthreadin the
tapestry,but not enoughof it to knit awhole languageout of.

M p



Thereare evenexceptiongo the trendsabovethat makeit clearii K S &d@usiBersalrules.
¢ K S M&@hinglight aboutflagrant flunking,andwhile (i K S Nd&@mlightnessto flailing
your arms,mostwould find the weaponknownasaflail to be heavierthan (i K S l&ke$ails
andsnowa K 2 dzbeRuyy@hirenearyournose;glands,glue,andglutsl NBegdially
glowy,andasfor trumpX

Well, (i K I béc@riiingwhat linguistscalla éskunkedterm.¢ Since2015,the capitatT Trumphas
beenso,ahem,prominentin publicdiscoursethat evencardplayersusethe lowercaseterm
lessfrequentlythanthey oncedid. At onetime, it meanta cleanwin or an elevationover
somethingelse:dn web design,contenttrumpsspeeds Andthat Y'S |y Angt Be@dibut it is
receding.

In earliertimes, it referredto a blunter kind of trickery (cough).Youcanseeboth meaningsn
the phrasetrump card,usedfor anyitem that bringsvictory, but with its metaphoricalrootsin
acardyou probablytricked your opponentinto thinkingyouR A RhAV®.{

Sothe word trump oncefit in with wordslike rump, dump,andO K dzYahdXo Trump
detractors, it maybe doingsoagainy 2 ¢ X weldil ygfoiiethat middle periodwhenit

R A R hafiiages fluid, andthere are other wordsthat mayhavehadtheir originsin sound
sensebut evolvedinto other positions.Regardlessf its roots in the Greekphonao, if you still
think of a phoneasprimarily a sourceof sound,@ 2 dzfdbdblyoverthirty.

Still,the mappingof soundsymbolsis a worthy endeavor,and somepeoplehavetakenit pretty
far. Oneof the better researchersnto the field is MargaretMagnus whosebook Godsof the
Wordis availablein paperbackandasan e-book -

GODS IN
THE WORD

MARGARET MAGNUS

al NBEIF NBdG al 3ydzad ¢g2N] 2y az2dzyR degvozftao


https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Word-Archetypes-Margaret-Magnus/dp/1453824448/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Word-Archetypes-Margaret-Magnus-ebook/dp/B003QTDMBG/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0
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Longwordsare usuallydiscouragedn writing andspeakingandnot without reason.Theyoften
just showoff the writer ora LJS I knSviNddgeat the expenseof comprehensibility ert
makingus get what you mean

Still, there are exceptiongor everything.Sometimesinusualwordscanhelp a pieceof writing,
especiallyif the audienceis givena cluewhat they meanor A (ith@ Eind of piecewhereallittle
decodingis part of the fun.

In other words, whenthinkingaboutlongword pieces R 2 yb&tdo quickto
floccinaucinihilipilificate,or estimatesomethingasworthless.Eventhe OEDsaysthat
floccinaucinihilipilifications aword cusedchieflyasa curiosity £ but doesit haveto be?5 2 y Q (i
we all dismisscertainthingsasworthlesseveryday?

Andsomeof thosethingsturn out to be utterly supercalifragilisticexpialidociousT herehave
beena few definitionsfor this wordt Richard_edereroncecheekilydissectedt aséatoningfor
beingeducablethroughdelicatebeauty g and Mary Poppinsherselfcalledit Gsomethingto say
whenyoudon't knowwhat to say€ Howeverthe word is older than the film, andthen asnow,
mostpeoplehavejust usal it to meandreal great¢ with the califragilisticexpialidociougiving
the supermore weight.

6 dzLISNOF f A F NI T AT MBS KBS ELR LIEIA R2 DA 2 dza



Theword eellogofusciouhipoppokunurioubasa similarmeaning thoughnot startingwith
super makesit lessintuitive. What an eellogofusciouhipoppokunuriosguation!
Longmedicalterms are often abstract,but a few of them evokeconcretevisuals An
electroencephalographs a brainscan,often abbreviatedEEGwhereasa heart scanisan
electrocardiograph ECGor EKG.

My stepfatherin-law had beendealingwith chronichiccuppingpostsurgery,andthe doctors
were consideringan esophagogastroduodenoscopg,procedurethat involvesswallowinga
camerato getalook at hisupperdigestivetract. Lookslike swallowingbariumisthe treatment
they went with instead.

Antidisestablishmentarianismof course,meansresistanceo the disestablishmenof the
Englishchurch.Butdoesit haveto be sospecific? | yw@abjectto the disestablishmenof,
say,democraticnormsor the emphasion Christiankindnessheproblemwith generalizing

the word, of course,isthat peoplewith repellentpolitical beliefsmight do the sameanduse
cantidisestablishmentarianisérasan excuseto advocatefor a state-sponsoredchurchof

America onedzy f A1 Sf & G2 KIF@S OKFNRARGE puyaRiniBtiatd: § K&
onefor now.

Oneword we mightjustly floccinaucinihilipilificates
pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosiSilicosiss a real diseaseknown by other
nameslike Y A vy SuNgD Grgelypreventablewith safeworkingpracticestoday. But
pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiasipliesthe involvementof volcanicdust
particles,whichare actuallymuchlessdangeroughan the particlesfound in ordinarymining.
Thisword hasits originsin the Nationalt dzl T lfe&darithe 1935presidentwho coinedit
probablyneverevenpickedup a pickax.

Paraskavedekatriaphobigs the fear of Fridaythe thirteenth. Someelaborate-phobiawords

I NBbagedin reality somuchaswordplayershavingfunt aibohphobiafearor palindromes,
A & wii@ely reported outsideof jokey, tonguein-cheekarticles.But | know from personal
experiencehat paraskavedekatriaphobia real.

It wasa fear | pickedup in my more superstitiousyouth, andone | outgrewthrough
observationafter awhile, | realizedmy reallybaddaysR A Regrespondwith Fridaysat all,
thirteenth or otherwise.

Infact, Fridaythe thirteenth wasgoodnewsbecausg1) it wasthe end of the work weekand

(2)if other peoplewere alittle intimidated on that daywaiting for the pianoto drop, that just
meantmore chancedor meto take a bite out of life. So, TGIF13:

My

ax
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Whenl interviewedcomicswriter Mark Waidfor the previousJournalof Wordplay(page 26),
there wasone wordplay-basedquestionl R A RagkCbécausdt waseasyenoughto work out on
myown.& | A RX g I RS X ¢ I dRythjh@uihRpguaBan?

Ofcoursehehas.l S N&@\&aidwritten sceneshowingthe characterat different stages,
oneasanuncertaindfish out of watere learningEnglishanotheron the dayof hiswedding.

kar. ALL RIGHT,
T'VE BEEN N A
ké&r. kéar.

YOU'RE HERE UNDER ROYAL PECREE, |
S50 I COMMAND YOU TO LISTEN.

THAT'S NOT
THE POINT I'M
TRYING TO
MAKE.

WHEN MERA
OFFERED TO BE MY
LIFE-PARTNER, I WAS
STUPID AND CLUMSY

WHAT COULD BE MORE FOOL/SH
THAN REJECTING COMPANIONSHIPZ
I'M STILL EMBARRASSED.

SO IF YOU'LL EXCUSE ME,

AS KING, I WAS DUTY-BOUND TO MARRY
AN ATLANTEAN. IT TOOK AQUALAP TO

FIND THE EXPEDIENT BY WHICH, AS
KING, I COULD PECLARE MERA ——=%
4 AN ATLANTEAN. d

YOU TOLP US.
BRIGHT BOY YOU'VE
GOT THERE.

AND FRIGHTENED
ENOUGH TO TURN
HER AWAY.

SHE'S GIVEN ME A LIFETIME
TO MAKE UP FOR THAT...



https://www.journalofwordplay.com/TJoW10.pdf
https://www.journalofwordplay.com/TJoW10.pdf
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Comlcs;ontln_uny IS (_averchgnglngand A RQ vt soRw
N ' IN.
beendoingthis awhile, sohis most recent S e R
treatment showsAquamarwith a different A .

personalhistory, now a native English speaker

WaidK I & doseasmuchwith a | NJoviatief &

the SubMariner, but oncedescribedhim, not ‘

inaccuratelyasécomico 2 2 first dbtihero£
dzii Yy I YAy 3 A ayrémkKingahdg | Y.

WE LIVED

ClayMann aretwo professmnalsa K 2 @@I&ed ARMOTRY, BUY FOR,
on Batman.Andtheir namessuggesprominent A TELEVISION.
Batmanvillaing but, to my knowledge neither AND S0DAS.

S AND PEANUTS,
hasworkedon those villaingyet!

) o } o 22N R4a cCAySaday ¢S
Thedtom kingeéin. | U Y beyieadorbit is
sometimevillain Catman However a different
Catmanappearedon TheFairlyOddParentswith storyboardsby a different TomKing!

WRITTEN BY:
SCOTT FELLOWS

STORYBOARD BY:
SHAWN MURRAY
TOM KING

-

Thedclay mané would be the shapeshifting
sometimevillain Clayfacesetto get hisown
moviein the not-too-distantfuture.

(Thenagain,sinceClayfacecanlook like
anyone,maybeClayMannhasdrawnhim and
wejustR 2 ykebiit!)
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Writer-artist Frank
Miller is knownfor
blunt anddirect
storiest sohis
writing wasoften
frank, thoughlater
serieslike SinCity
were more stylized.
10 2 dzt fiRdyayi
storiesof hisabout
mill work, but | did
spotonepanel
whereherendered
abeerthat O 2 dzt
beenaMiller.

Youcouldalsopour aAff SNHa 5 NBRSHRfiKISiaAKX BNKYy CNRY

your Miller into the

FrankMiller glasses seen at top righhdeat somefrankswith it.

a A t fepéiEngeenderingthe Punishery” dza i Ceegios: MARVEL COMICS GROUP é_\;‘
felt surreal. Thet dzy A dn&n&iNadsaFrank but zt

thisA & géCtiarlesSchulz/Charli@rownsituationé *§
a A f tn@& tNdbaewho createdthe Punisher;
GerryConwaywas.Thereare other casesof writers
andartistsworkingon their namesakeshut few as
well knownasdFrankon Franké

Theaptestaptronymin comicbooksY A 3 K lie€h@
Marv Wolfman, who spentsomeof hisearlycareer 7/
writing MarvS f widliman, the Werewolfby Night.
Eventhe copyfor hisfirstissueon the series(#11)
advertisedhow well the namesuitedthe
occupation.
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Retroactively,A (afud factthat StanLeedid moreto foster devotedfandomthan anyoneelse
in comicshistory andoften actedlike a fan of his collaboratorshimself.Devoted,over-the-top
fansg S NRgll€ndtansin{ ( I dayQbaut they are now.

Afew moreinstancesJohnByrnedrawing{ dzLJS NXdatyigio@, AmandaConnerrendering
smooth-talking trickery in HarleyQuinn,Carl. | Nyjillair@the BeagleBoys.PaulPopehasnot
renderedthe Popeto my knowledge but he did produceananthologytitled PulpHope Alan
Moore wasknownfor writing more wordsthan most of hiscontemporariesandthat tendency
got more pronouncedwith hisnovelJerusalemone of the longesteverpublished.

Thereare probablyinstanced. QoVerlooking or maybejust somecoolonesthatK I @Sy Q (i
happenedyet.5 2 yk@oivif DarywnCookeeverdrew a cook, but hiswork alwayscooked,RIP.

| remembera few comicbooksnumberedd#2¢ but | R 2 yiink anywere written by Matt
Fraction.l thought DenizCampY A 3 Kirie®d &campingtrip story, but if so,| O 2 dzt fiRd/ftQ G
for this roundup.

Still, he did postthis earlier this yeayriffingonhisownA y A G A I £ & X

5} Deniz Camp

Been sending out posters to raffle winners and signing them “the real dc
comics” which I’m sure dc official loved

CNRY 58yAl /IFYLUE &a20Alft YSRAIFO®

Howcouldit not?d DarwynCookecouldhavedonethe same.=

H P


https://x.com/DenizCamp/status/1963609464319144144
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!-g0W!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fdae1cd6e-dace-4437-b085-37c4d7ad4bb0_707x672.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!-g0W!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fdae1cd6e-dace-4437-b085-37c4d7ad4bb0_707x672.png

WORDS: MY MARK!
More Transpositions and Spoonerisms, Original and Otherwise (Wise Other?)

DON HAUPTMAN

New York, New York
donhauptman@nyc.rr.com

Recently, I confessed to a friend that a disappointing experience was “a blushing crow.” She became
irritated, protesting that the expression is meaningless. Well, it has meaning insofar as it’s one of
the classic accidental spoonerisms attributed, albeit falsely, to the eponymous Dr. Spooner.

This raises the momentous question of whether meaningful wordplay reversals are morally superior
to nonsensical ones. Well, yes. But the meaningless invented specimens are still amusing. After all,
people say, “He’s as tarp as a shack” and “Go where you’re watching!” and especially the ubiquitous
“One swell foop.” Moreover, the genuinely accidental ones can’t always be expected to make sense.
“The poppy of my caper” was really uttered inadvertently.

Below, a gallimaufry of new specimens, presumably meaningful, albeit in some cases gloriously silly.
I initially thought they were all original, but when I discovered earlier coinages via search, I so noted
and credited; see footnote.

e Faddish vegetables generate hostility, hence a potential rallying cry: Bash kale!

e Why kids favor dessert more often than grownups: 7here’s no room in the adult.

e Wedding toast: A/l the sips at she.

e Discount retailer’s aggressive ad campaign: We 're off our rocker, so rock our offer!

e  While another capitalizes on long audience lines for pop concerts: 7he Store Between the Waits.
e Medieval warrior despot: The Louse of Hordes.

e (attle have become aware of the long-term consequences of their actions: Steer karma.
e Political cynicism: Four years? Your fears.

e Attacks on political correctness fall short: Weak poke at peak woke.

e Congress debates government borrowing: Debt ceiling? Set dealing!

e Legislation proposed for funding birth control: Apportion bill.

e Vegas newbie: He sucked for a player, so he was played for a sucker.

e Advice abounds for insomniacs: 7he commentary is rest.

e Regimen for above sufferers: Hitting all the night rotes.
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e  Treating rattlesnake wounds with a powdered antibiotic: Another one dusts the bite!

¢  When temperatures plunge, resort visitors disappear: You can’t see the tourist for the freeze.
¢ Relatedly, a common picnic problem on world tours: Anis With My Travel.

e Imagined sign on U.K. truck delivering condiments: Lorry for Your Sauce.

e Children’s Easter celebration in Austin: £gg—Grab It!

e Relatedly, a gender kerfuffle in that conservative state: 7wo sexes? Sue Texas.

e Concealed shelters for hunters might require landscaping: That really mows your blind.

e Necrophilia is an abhorrent practice: 1o lay the ceased.

¢ Young people latch on to Eastern religions: Gen Z7 Zen, Gee!

¢ Controversy over whether higher education increases incomes: Low earning? O learning!
e Relatedly, a lament for college students: Grad loans? Lad groans.

e Junior Varsity annual gala: JV Dance.

A few showbiz fantasies:

Plot idea for a future Star Trek TV series. The crew battles a biblical plague of insects infesting
its trademark weapons. Episode title: Laser-Focused on the Phaser Locust.

Here in New York City, an annoyingly chirpy radio talk-show host prefaces each broadcast with,
“I’'m grateful you’re here.” This tiresome bromide invariably conjures an image of famed 1940s
movie star Miss Garson, confronted by a vindictive ex-husband: “I'm hateful; you're Greer.”

Fans of celebrities often join cutely named groups, such as Taylor Swift’s Swifties and Justin Bieber’s
Beliebers. Perhaps admirers of three-time Oscar winner Meryl should be called: The Sweet Streepers.

Comedian Mr. Rogen could launch a gossipy podcast: Dirt 'n’ Seth. A curmudgeonly critic at
an annual film festival is ridiculed: A worm of Cannes. And perhaps the once-popular Lassie film
and TV franchise should be revived, with the beloved canine attending college: Pal Collie at Cal Poly.

The end—or is it? Having read this far, you might exclaim: Wow, that’s some sheared wit!

NOTES & CREDITS: Since Google began offering AI Overviews, my searches have generaled vesulls prefaced
by caveats such as: “This is not a standard expression, bul is likely a typographical error or a play on words.”
Yes, I know! Crediting originators can be tough, but assiduous searching produced these results: The title was
anticipated in a sermon by a clergyman named G W Bill Elliott Jr. “Set dealing”: squirlz88 in a Reddit thread.
“Dusts the bite”: a pop singer named Purple Headed Yoghurt Slinger. “Mows blind” in a series of spoonerism
books by Beth Romano. “Phaser”: Reddit user Assasin&nCoordin8s. Multiple coiners (though lacking my setups)

Jor “kale,” “steer karma” (it’s on T-shirts!), “four years,” “weak poke, “JV Dance,” * Streepers,” “sheared.”

27



P{9a@l![} ¢h[ hDL9{
¢/ I YLD ST ¢

Atautologyis definedascdthe sayingof the samething twice in different words,generally
consideredo be afault of style£ Andusually,i K I wih&ifis. We wantto be clear,sowe
often over-explainto be sureg S QraBeour pointt In the past, | usedto be a big star; we
provideda safe haven;what a heartlesspsychopath!

However at times, what seemdike aredundancyactuallyhasa usefulmeaning.ThisTyler
Hinmancrosswordn 2010hasthree examples:

Hatersgonnahate=¢, 2 dm@verpleaseall the
criticsé

Rulesare rules = 6Sorry,nonconformists) O | y Q i
let youdo that.€ (Similarly in the military, &We
haveto obeythe chainof command is dOrders
areordersg)

Seeyawhen | seeya= éNo needto scheduleour
nextencounter,g S Qurelybumpinto each
other againsoonk

¢Cheaterscheat isanothergoodone,in a
romanticor sexualcontext:a clarifiedversionis
Gif they cheatwith you, i K Saheafori you £ You
¢cef SNI LI YiE BrogReay (X&Han mightbe sweptup in the passionthat led your
mistressto start sleepingwith you behindher
0 2 & T Nbad&yR@rdyou reallytrust someoneg K 2 dd that to him?(Orrework the
gendersonthat.)

TaylorSwift paired dHatersgonnahate¢ with dPlayersgonnaplay ¢ whichis not too far off from
O0Cheatercheaté

In another piecel wrote that dActressegput on anact.¢ implyingthat peoplewho getusedto
performingtheir emotionsmight not showtheir real selvesn their everydaylives.

DonHauptman g K 2vRitien a numberof piecesabouttautologies remindedme of Ais A,
cthe fundamentalprincipleof epistemologye Alsoknownasthe law of identity, created by
Aristotle,A (afpéndationstonefor Objectivismandother logicfocusedphilosophies.

Youcouldarguethat dit is what it is¢ hasa similarmeaning but its functionis different. When
someonesaysthis, they seekto signalotherst or themselves to curtail any dwhat ifé thinking
anddealwith the situationat hand.
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€We are who we areg canexpresssimilar JACK IS...

resignatiort or, attimes, selfloveandself VACK. HE’S
acceptance. N%EEH?\(:)ENG

L Qg8ehthe d{Name]is [NameE construction
(andusedit) hereandthere.dBobA a X & 2 dz
1Y 2 6 XBoBé@Eackh & X WI SGig&ergoing
to changet Thespeakerseemsalittle defeated,
likethey O | Yiirfd @dequatewordsto describe
the personii K S &ankgandinsteadaskthe
listenerto contemplateeverythingthey know
aboutthat person.

¢ K S MErllarcadencen this exampleDon
sent,in whichgriefis griefandlossisloss.The
implicationhereisthat the emotionsinvoked
exhibitthe samebehaviorswe know from the
humanexperiencegvenif their sourceseems
artificial.

Donalsocited dNothing succeeddike success
Theimplied meaning:one succes®ften opens
the doorto other successes.

YogiBerrais knownfor hisnonsensical
aphorismshut i K S BZe@dsdomin hisbest
knownquotation, dt I A yveri (k Nidae#s
Sportsfansknow all aboutthist youcananalyze
agameto deathandfeel confidentyou know
whenone( S | ¥h@ngesof victorydrop to zero,
but sometimesthe gamecansurpriseyou. '
Sometimesa strongspirit overcomesa seeming
statisticaldisadvantageAnd{i K | tiiiebfother
aspectsof the gamewe calllife.

Otherinstancesof technicallyredundant
phrasingwork asintensifiers.| myselfhaveused

them now andagain!Youcancut the previous 7 5’sre]eas -» fore
sentencedownto 6L QuBesithem € but it ' People have fof#]n EXtremecases,
R 2 S aiytieeametone. i;achﬂw ts to GPT%‘;‘%"IHHC at-

E"acﬁons thatled to d ave had

Forinstance(i K S Bi@®w@a@nd beyondthe calll divo elusiong]
of duty. Youcouldnarrowthat downto aboveor g?\f%\ét by rcfe@agtg@;’f)‘/; K1 @Ep
bSs ,2N)] ¢AYSasz ! dAa

H ¢



beyond but youlosesomethingby abandoninghe familiar phrasing éHewent beyondthe call
of dutyé R 2 S Zegl figit, at this point.

| would argueaid and abetisanedgecase ¢ K S Mfarfili@arlegalcadenceto the phrase,and
somemightemployit to evokethe reasoningwe associatewith the courtroom.L (n& &sually
to mytaster L @Hortenit to abeton mostoccasions but1 O | ysaylii @dveruse it

Finally,you haveto dabblein seemingedundancywhené 2 dz@lkidgaboutwordsand
phraseghat describethemselves!Shortphraseis a short phrase,whereassesquipedalian
rodomontadeis sesquipedaliarodomontade.[SeedHippomonstrosequipedaliaphil&page
20.]

All of the abovetautologiesmight getlogiciansor linguiststo arguewhetherthey really qualify
astautologies.Somewould defineatautologyasuselessor seltevident,but sometimesa

certaintruth or extrameaningcanbe snatchedrom the jawsof seemingredundancy.
Orto put it anotherway:atautologyisail I dzii 2 f 2 Iwhen B E D\S Qii @
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Aot vt

DNBSoay3d OFNR FTNRY WdzZ Al 2FfO01®



aL{{hbDh{L¢O{
I YA S

Perth,Australia

Negativeprefixescreateoppositesto the word appendede.g.,dysfunctionalunsteady,
incapacitate asexualdecontrol,etc. In contrast,| here compilea list of negativesvherein
removingthe negativeprefix doesnot yieldthe oppositebut rather a non-word. | callthese
missingopposites.Theoppositesexistbut in amodifiedform or with a different, opposite
prefix.In somethat | omitted the oppositewasfoundin somedictionariesbut not in others.
Alsoomitted are severalexamplesvhereremovingthe prefix did leavea word althoughnot the
opposite,e.g.,aversionderange. wassurprisedat how manyhundredsl found, makingthis a

more laboriousstudythan anticipated.

Thankdo JeffGrantfor reviewandaddinga couple

prefix word(s) literal etymologicaimeaning

a aconite,aconitic without dust
adamant,adamantine untamed
amorphous without (discrete)form
apathy without sympathy
asphyxia not throbbing
asylum noright of seizure
asymptote not fallingtogether
ataxiaf atonia uncoordinated
atomic,atomize,atomy not divisible
aversive turning from
avulsion pluckawayfrom
azote (nitrogen)O | yn@irtainlife
ar- anaemiaanemia without blood
anarchismanarchist norule(r)
anecdote,anecdotal not published

ab- abdicate surrenderdictatorship
abeyance hopedeferred
abolish,abolition nourishnot
abortion risenot, reversalof rising
abrogate not ask
absence beingaway
abstemious awayfrom strongwine
abstention hold awayfrom
abyssabyssalabysmal from depth, bottomless
abusive (away)from use

ant-, anti- antinomy,antinomian against(divine)law
antipathy feelingagainst

antiphrasisantiphrastic

againstspeech



prefix

ant-, anti-

contra

counte

de-

-

dis-

word(s)

antipodes,antipodean
antistrophon

antitrussive

antonym
contradictory,etc.
contragestion
contraponend
contrapuntal

contravene
counterfeit/feiter/feisance
countermand
debauchdebauchery
decapitating

decelerate
defying,defiant
defamation
defect,defection,defective
F deficient,deficiency
deference deferential
deflate,deflated,deflation
defunct
deject,dejected,dejection
delirium, delirious
demoting
denouncedenunciation
deplete,depletion
depreciate depreciation
deprive,etc
derangement

desecrate

despairF desperate
despisedespising
despond,despondency
detention
deviation,deviatef devious
disastrous

disconcerting
discouraging;agement
disdain

dismemberment
disputef dissension
disrupt, disruption
dissidentdissidence

literal etymologicalmeaning
oppositefoot

turning against
againstcough(ing)
againstaname
say(ingagainst
postfertilization contraception
placedopposite
againstmelodicnotes
comeagainst
do(ing)againstjmitate
order against

awayfrom work

beheading

down swift

deny(ing)faith
takingaway(good)report]

doingdown
carryingasunder
remove(ing)breath
donewith life
throw down

off the furrow
movingaway(from)
announceagainst
unfilling
price(ing)down
removeprivilege
disarrange
anti-sacred

no hope
lookdownon
awayfrom promise
holdingfrom
downfrom the way
evil star

apartfrom concert
denyingthe heart
not worthy
members(limbs)depart
think apart
break(ing)apart
sitapart



prefix
dis-

dys

ex

word(s)

dissipate

dissuade
distinction,distinguish
distortion

distraught

disturb, disturbance
dysarthria
dyscalculia= acalculia
dyschroa
dyscrasiaglyscrasic
dysentery
dysgraphia
dyskinesia

dyslexiadyslexicdyslectic

dysmelia
dyspareunia
dyspathy
dyspepsia
dysphagiasic, -y
dysphasia

dysphemismgdysphenistic

dysphonia
dysphoriadysphoric
dysplasia
dyspnoea=dyspnea
dyspraxiadyspraxic
dysprosium(rare earth)
dysrhythmia
dystectic

dysthesia
dystocia,dystocial
dystonia
dystopia,dystopian
dystrophia

dysuria

exculpate exculpation
excuse

execrate etc.
exert,exertion
exhibit, exhibition
exhumeetc.
exonerateetc.
exorbitant, etc.

literal etymologicalmeaning
throw apart
adviseapart

separate

twist apart
drawnapart

agitate,a crowdapart
badjoint

poor calculatingability
poor complexion

poor fluid mixing

faulty guts

Oty

poor movement

poor with words

poor limbs

poor coitus,poor in bed
dislike

ill digestion

poor swallowing

poor vocalisingability
reversinga euphemism
poor soundproduction
poor forbearancejmpatience
poor (biologicalymoulding
difficulty breathing
poor doingor practice
difficult goingto
defectiverhythm

poor melting or fusing
poor position(ing)
childbirth difficulty
poor (muscleXension
anti-utopia/n

poor nourishment
difficult urination

free of blame

free from accusation
not or beyondsacred
unbind

hold out (disinhibit)
out from earth, unbury
free of onus
deviatingfrom the track




prefix
ex-

exo

extra-

word(s)

exorcisegxorcism
explode,exploding
extricate

extrinsick extreme
extrude,etc.
exude,exuded,extrusion
exuviaegetc.
exogenousexogenously
exonumia

extradition
extraforaneous
extralimital

extraneous
extrapolate,etc.
extravagantgetc.
extravasate
extroversive

immensity
immune,immunity

impeachment impede,etc.
importunate,importunately

impromptu
improvise,improvisation
impunity

inanity

inanimateness
incessantjncessantly
inchoate,inchoately
incognito
incommunicado
indefatigable

inept, ineptnessjneptitude

inert, inertness

infamy

infidel
infinitesimal,infinity, -ive
infirmary

inimical,etc.

insipid

insomnia
insoucianceinsouciant
integrity, etc.

literal etymologicalmeaning
movebeyondthe oath]
from clappingthe handstogether
(free)from hindrance

from outside,beside
thrust out

sweatout

draw(n)out

not inborn

not numismatic
deliver(ed)from

outdoors
outsideaspecifiedarea
outside
beyondintermediateterms
wanderbeyond

out of vessel

turning outside

not measurable

free of publicobligation
hinder,tanglefeetin

not favourable

without preparation

not providedfor

not punishablewithout pain
emptiness

not living

not ceasing
justbegun,not properlyfinished
not knownor recognisable
no communication

not tiring

not apt

unskilled,no art

no fame,i.e., negativefame
no faith

not final, unfinished

not seatedon throne

not afriend

not tasty

without sleep

not worrying

not touched

intransigent,intransigence not play(ed)across



prefix

In-
non-

re-

un-

word(s)

intrepidity
nonchalantnonchalance
noncom,noncoms
nondescript

nonjuring

nonpareil

nonsuches
recalcitrant,recalcitrance
recantation

receive,etc.
recusalrecuse
redemption

referendum

refusalf refute, etc.
regressregression
regurgitate,regurgitation
reject, rejection
remittance,remitting
renounce,renouncing
resilient,resilience
restoration

result, resultant,resulting
revoke,revoking
unawares

unbedinned
unbeknownst
uncouthly,uncouthness
uncoyned
uncreatedness
undeafed,etc.
undoubtedly
unexperient

unfilde

unforeskinned
ungenitured

ungord

unherst

unhouzzled= unhoussled
unkempt

unlaste

unnaneld

unredrest

unruliness

literal etymologicalmeaning
not trembling
unconcerned

not acombatant

not described
refusingallegiance

non par, without equal
nonpareilpeopleor things
kickback,not heel
singingback

takeback

causeback,not cause
buy back

carryback

pour back,drive back
goback

gulfbackF gulpback
throw back

sendback
announceaway
leapback
giveback(somethinglost)
leapback

callback

without awareness

not madenoisy

unknown

unknown

not coined

not havingbeencreated
freedfrom deafness
without doubt
inexperienced

undefiled

circumcised

not producedby ordinarygeneration(birth)
not gored

removedfrom ahearse
hasnot receivedthe sacraments
uncombed

unlaced

not givenextremeunction
Ol ¥ape

ruleless

op



prefix word(s) literal etymologicalmeaning

un- unsatable not satiable
unscavangered not clearedof rubbish
unskand not scannedunconsidered
unspeakable not utterable
unspid(Milton) unspied,not seen
unwieldy not easilymoved
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Everyoncein awhile, | like to take a particularword or nameandseewhat wordplaythemes
canbe appliedaroundit. Hereare someexampledakenfrom the long-runningbut now
defunctWordWays MONTREWR(Februaryl976),NEUSTRI@&ebruaryl982),YELTSIWMay
1992),BARCELONAovemberl992),CAROLIN@ay 2003),EBOLAAugust2015),and KYBO
(February2016).Andmore recently(November2024)from this journal: ARCH

Backin Augustthis year,on SubstackT/ | Y LJo Gifl)fouéditor penneda piecefollowing
the deathof hisaunt, Mary Bet EvansThepieceincludeda picture of a mural createdby his
auntof her hometown, Pascagoulaylississippil decidedto explorePASCAGOUIfurther, and
to seewhat wordplaycanbe developedaroundthe name.

Thiswasnot my first brushwith Pascagould.hadactuallydriventhroughit backin 2001.1 was
enroute from GulfShoresAlabamato New Orleans | ouisianagndwasfollowingthe main
roadsreasonablycloseto the shoreline(havingtakenaferry acrossMobile Bay).Tobe honest,|
R 2 yfellyrememberanythingaboutthe city of Pascagoulagther than its name.Thesame
appliesto other placeson that journeyt Gautier,Biloxj and Gulfport. Thisshortarticleisa
chanceto makesomekind of amendsto the city.

ThenamePascagoulariginatesfrom a Native Americartribe, the Pascagoulaandmeans
cbreadeater< in the Choctawlanguage Thisnamewasgivento the peoplewho livedalongthe
river wherethe city of Pascagoul# now located.Variousspellingsof the nameare recordedin
documentsfrom the 17", 18", and 19" centurieg theseinclude:

Pachaoglouas Pascagolas PascaOocoolos Paskaguna
PachaOgoulas Pascagoulas Pascoboula Paspagola

Pasagoula PascaDgoulas Pascogoulas Paspagolas
Pascaganlas PascaDocolas Paskagoulas Pescagolas

Butfor the remainderof this article, | shallstickwith the modern-dayspelling, PASCAGOULA.
Firstoff, f S fofe that the namecanbe viewedasbeingmadeup of three words pushed
together: PASCAGOUlandA. PASs a dancestep; CAGOUls alightweight,waterproof (or
windproof) hoodedgarment;and A is simplyone of the two indefinite articles. CAGOUIls
interesting: TheOxfordEnglishDictionaryspellsit with afinal E,CAGOULH)e Merriam-
WebsterUnabridgedvebsiteR 2 S disf tieiword with anyspellingat all; andthe only
dictionaryappearingto list the CAGOUEpellingis TheChamber®ictionary(12" edition).

Usingthe letters of PASCAGOULWhat arethe longestwordsthat canbe spelledout?l S N& Q &

dozen,eachwith sevenletters:
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acausal Not causalindependent

acoupas | Variousfood fishesfound off the Atlantic coastof SouthAmerica
alpacas SouthAmericanmembersof the camelfamily, resemblingsmallwoolly llamas
cagouls Waterproofhoodedgarments

capsula A smallenvelopeof gelatinusedto enclosea doseof medicine
coagula Smallmasse®f coagulatedmatter

copulas Linguistidormsthat link subjectswith their predicates

cupolas Roundedraultsor domesformingthe roofsof buildings
pascual Aplantthat growsin pastureor sheepgrazedgrassland
scapula | Theshoulderblade

scopula | Asmallbrushlike groupof hairsonthe feet of beesand spiders
Solpuga | Agenusof tropical or semitropical spiders
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agranuloplastic Amedicalterm: not forming granularcells
cephalothoracopagus Teratologicafetusesjoinedat the head,neck andthorax
galactophagous Feedingchieflyon milk

malacophagous Feedingon mollusks

Malacopygaeus Anextinctgenusof prehistoricbonyfish
Parauchenoglanis A genusof catfishesnativeto Africa

Plagiobatrachus Anextinctgenusof primitive amphibians
plantaginaceous Ofthe plant family whichincludeshe plantains
polygalacturonase Anenzymeorming part of the structureof plantwalls
pseudostalagmitical Havinga deceptiveresemblancéo a stalagmite
guastapologetically In a seeminglybut not actuallyapologeticmanner
guastbiographical Seeminglyput not actuallybiographical
guastbiographically In a seeminglybut not actuallybiographicaimanner
supercalifragilisticexpialidocioug Fantasticfabulous(aword well-knownto word-lovers!)
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stampcatalogue A straightforwardterm, understandabldy anyoneoutsideof the

wordplayenvironmentlt is givenasa variant of éstampcatalogé
whichhasan entry in Wikipedia

Funk& Wagnalls Thedictionaryand encyclopedigublisherwell-knownin the world
Corporation(alsoFunk& of wordplay

WagnallsCompany)
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CedarGrove,Shreveport, A neighborhoodwithin the confinesof Shreveport

Louisiana

Copenhagenl.ouisiana Anunincorporatedccommunityin CaldwellParish with a population
of about1000

DuSablePark,Chicago Aformercommerciabndindustrialsite, currentlyundergoing
redevelopmeninto a publicpark

Gaspur California Aformer settlementin LosAngelesCounty closeto whatisnow

LongBeachand Torrance Gasputhasfadedinto the annalsof
history,andis now a ghosttown whichonly existsin old documents
andgeologicalstudies

PalmerSquare,Chicago Agreenspacen/ K A O LagahSyaareBoulevard\ational
HistoricDistrict

PulaskiPark,Chicago Aparkin/ K A O WasgT@unneighborhood

Spaulding California Anunincorporateccommunityand censusdesignatedplacein
LasserCountywith a populationof about400

SugarPine,California Anunincorporatedccommunityin MaderaCounty closeto Yosemite
National Park,with a populationof around6500.

WestPullman,Chicago Aneighborhoodocatedon the far southsideof the city, with a

populationof about28,000
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TayntonParva,Gloucestershire Aformermedievalsettiementnearthe villageof Taynton

Drayton Parslow,Buckinghamshire | Avillagewith a populationof justover600



https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fd5268043-33c7-4fe1-aef6-077c20c2bd50_630x559.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fd5268043-33c7-4fe1-aef6-077c20c2bd50_630x559.png

In the realm of constrained writing, the existence of two constéasay, for example, (a) the
palindrome and (b) univocalic writiidgis often quickly followed by the idea to try and write
something usingpoth constraints simultaneously, which in that case would be a univocalic
palindromeln this article we explore the possibilities of combining these two constraints:

Pilish: The number of letters in successive words of the text must follow the digits of the
number ~, which begins 3.141509Thémo8t5897 9323
famous Pilish sentence, and one of the earlieBlovwg | need a drink, alcoholic in nature,

after the heavy lectures on quantum mechagaaghor unknown, probably from the 40s

or 50s), and this constraint is still popular today.

Alphametish: Divide the text into chunks of words in some natural dvégr example,
sentences in prose or lines of poekwch chunk of words must form a pure addition
alphametic, with the last word in the chunk being the sum and the other words being the
addendsAn alphametic is @iword equation like SEND + MORE = MONEY, in which

each different letter of the alphabet can be replaced with a specific decimal digit to yield
a valid numerical equation (in this case is 9567 + 1085 = 10662)qualifierfipured

means that there is only one way to assign letters to digits that works, as opposed to an
impurealphametic that has multiple solutiofife first long(ish) composition in
Alphametish was composed in 1998, aig@ poem calledhe James B. Cabell Estate

(see [1]).An Alphametish text hides an extra bit of fun: after reading it, the reader can try
to solve the alphametic contained in each l&lso note that an alphametish chunk must
use no more than 10 different letters of the alphabet, though eachaamnke a

different set of letters.

Can these two somewhat esoteric constraints be combined to yield anything interesting, or is this
challenge just too hard?

Step 1:314

The alphametish constraint imposes another subsidiary restriction: the lengths of the words in
each chunk, which are determined by the digit
sum having the required length (which is the length of thenlast). Note that, by definition,

each chunk in an alphametish text must have at least three words, since the shortest possible
addition equation is X + Y = Z, where X, Y, and Z are woAssluck would have it, using the
minimumsized chunk from the beginnng of =~ (314) a-digitmwumbdrand wor k s,
a 1-digit number can (for certain values of those numbers) produadigit4um.

At this point itds us e houlalfornofanalphametidomegeal t he c o
of a pleasing alphametic is for it to use real words, and if at all possible correct English syntax
(asASEND MORE MONEYo does), but when analyzing an alphametic we can drop that proviso

and represent an alphametic using a standardized scheme that just usestle¢tdirstof the

alphabet, wherk is the number of distinct letters in the alphametarting with either the

nn



word-based (SEND + MORE = MONEY) or digitased (9567 + 1085 = 10652) version, we

write AAO as the first letter in the norm#drm representation, then continue to scan from left to

right through the equatiolf.a letter (or digit) we encounter has already been seen then we write

the appropriate |l etter in the normal form, bu
the next unused letter of the alphabet (B, then C, then D, Bte )end result is three equivalent
representations of the same alphametic:

Numbers: 9567 + 1085 = 10642
Words: SEND + MORE = MONEY
Normal form: ABCD + EFGB = EFCBH

Normal form is wuseful for the 314 case sin
sentences from the avail abl e al phameTherecs (
are, in fact, only six pure 314 alphametics, shown below in normal {@tmare are six more

impure ones.)

e,
ho

#1 AAA B BCCC
#2 AAB ABCCC
#3 AAA B CDDC
#4 AAB A CDDC
#5 AAB B CDDD
#6 AAA ABCCD

#3 and #4 can just barely be coerced into (perhaps slighly strained) English:

€ with the second one (#4) being clearly better, as all three of its words are in most dictionaries.
Can the reader come up with a representation in words for #1, #2, #5, or #67?

All six of these alphametics are easy to solve (hint: what do the first and second digits of the sum
have to be?), but readers are encouraged to solve them as-apvionthe more difficult ones
comingupsoonThe sol utions to all/l al phametnswess i n t hi
section.



Step 2:31415

Agai n, itdés just Il uck, but Muthenorénicelyg infadt,i ve di g
because instead of the 6 pure alphametic83b40 there are 1,540,509 of them fig141%.

The letter lengths are not that great, as you can see by ignoring the alphametish constraint and

just trying to write a sentence whose letters have 3, 1, 4, 1, and 5 letters intheB orded. | , i t 6s
quite possible, despite the somewhat awkwardletter wordsFor the two ondetter words the

ordered pair {I, a} seems to be the most natyeal]} is second best, and the pairs {a, a} and

{I, 1} are occasionally useful.

Here are a few of our favorites, illustratddhese sentences were mostly hanafted, but a
computer program was used to verify that each alphametic is pure (has a unique solution).

SCHOOL PLAY

. | o Yes, | have
CAN | PLAY ; LEE a skink
A SNAIL? j .;

SR
#7CAN + | + PLAY + A = SNAIL #8YES + | + HAVE + A = SKINK

AHA! | SPOT




CAN T FILM / MAY | CALL
AMOLLY?Z A BOGEY?

| EXTRA CREDIT: Name as many
i Greek muses as you can

CALLTOPE
TERPSTCHORE
EUTERPE
MELPOMENE

ARTHENOPE X

NOT A WUSE -
A SIRENL

#13NOT + A + MUSE + A = SIREN



Jou ‘n” wing ‘n’ pogsy

AAH...
T LOVE
A WHELK

#16HAS + A + FROG + A = SWIRL #17HAH + | + PEED + A = CLOUD

Two of these have the additional constraint of alluding to an existing#tekis a homage to
guatrain XIl in the 1879 (f our tTheRubaigahad | at i on)
Omar Khayyamwhich begins

A Book of Verses underneath the Bough,
A Jug of Wine, a Loaf of Bre@dand Thou

(The accompanying illustration is by Sarkis Katchadourian, from the Grossett 1946 edition of
The Rubaiyaj #16 is a pun on the title of a paper presented at The Metaphysical Society in
London by Thomas Huxley on 8 November 1870, entidad A Frog A Soul?



Herebs a strange one whose normal form is AAA
314s) difficult to render in words, but with a little help from an illustration we can interpret it as
comments heard when the snacks arrived at a United Nationsigisetne time around the year

2000Al so, this puzzle contains a metHiptuzzl|l e: wh
solving the alphametic first helps with the metapuzzle.

000...
D’ FOOD!

#18000 + D + FOOD + O = ANNAN

|l t6s perhaps interesting to note that four of
third constraint: they are E lipograms.



To close this s ec tbookpanel doregainietireePilesh Aphamgtishe ¢ o mi ¢
utterances:

(man, 1 veeo UL (I |l
| e KID, | WISH |

) CoyLD..

Y BUT 1| HAVE
A GUEST.

T

#19:MAN + | + NEED + A = DRINK
#20:KID + 1 + WISH + | = COULD
#21:BUT + | + HAVE + A = GUEST

Step 3:Beyond 31415

Is it feasible to go further, by starting with the 31415 chunk and adding anothéeFlma@xt
digit of ~ i1s a 9, so the shortest possible s
chunk after that is 7932384626433832&%light variation would make the second one be

nc



9265358979, in which case the third chunk is 32384626433882¥6.always take the shortest
chunk, we end up with this sequence:

31415,92653589,/93238462643383279028841971693993751882097494459230,
781640628620899,8628,0348253421170, . . .

Note that in Pilish t hletteravord which i® why the fourthcfiéth, r e s p o
sixth, and ninth chunks have @éad with O (due to the presence of an earlier O in the chunk).

This sequence of chunks looks rather daunting after the second one, given the desire to create
meani ngful sentences, though itdés theoretical
successfully constructewe were able to craft the 48ord Pilish Alphametish sentence shown

below using only the first two chunks (31415 followed by 92653588)ating an even longer

text that goes beyond these first 13 words is left as an open challenge.

FOR A TIME I DREAM,

SERENADED ON ORANGE ROADS
AND DATED ARTESIAN SANDSTONE

#22:FOR + A+ TIME + | = DREAM
#23:SERENADED + ON + ORANGE + ROADS + AND + DATED + ARTESIAN = SANDSTONE

References
1. M. Keith, Alphametish CabelWord Ways, Vol. 31, Issue 3 (1998), p. 191
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As a sonnet:

Y o u 8wel@ Nowi z awadddrdRodof Aaron
With this easecanwhackonepasttheglove
Theway a sparrowweaveshroughtrees.No baron
Wieldsyour powe® y o u theseepterof

A king, andblood descendamf theclub
ThatHerculesdid swing. Thatbatwasblessed!

It knockedthe blocksoff lions. (Not acubd

A full-grownbeast.)Hercworeits skin, therest
Cookedup for grub.My point: We 6stahdimmobile.
| t b@reathusd justadud.To swing

At thesepoorlulus would insult your noble

Blood. Onepitch will come& theair will singd

We Okhadwthatthisisit. We 6slvihg.We ohit! |
Thecrowdwill cheer'We orlinl We 6winld Oh, shit

Asaballadin the meterof T h a y BCaseyat the Bato:

Y o u 8weld Nowi z awadddrdRodof Aaronwith thisease
Canwhackonepastthe glovetheway a sparrowmweaveshroughtrees.

No baronwieldsyourpowed y o u theseepterof aking,

And blooddescendanf the club thatHerculesdid swing.
ThatbatwasblessedIt knockedthe blocksoff lions. (Not acubd

A full-grownbeast. Hercworeits skin, therestcookedup for grub.

My point: We 6stahdimmobile.l t b@rseathusd justadud.

To swingatthesepoorlulus would insult your nobleblood.

Onepitchwill comed theair will singd w e &imolw thatthisis it.

We 6slwihg.We o6hit! IThecrowdwill cheer!We o6rinl We éwinld Oh, shit



A Pokeof Gold to theLady t h aKnéws asLou (TheWo r | SdbrsdWVereSonnet)
As a sonnet:

| sawthesighin your prettyeyewhenyou dreamed

Thatl @bdyours,butthosewho stealmefast

Revealin my shineis the startof wars.First| passed
Throughthe purseof a minerwho nurseda chill. He seemed
To bejustahelpingof hurtin aflanneletteshirt
FromPlumtree,Tennessed. t tidegoal of gold

To beboughtandsold andmeltedandpouredin amold.
Fromthedaytheyscratchedneout of thatpatchof dirt,

| 6 beennearascold. Now againl changehandsandagain
Thesandsun out,andmenlie dead.Goodchances,

| Orate,thatthe heftierweightis a coupleof rounds

Of lead.l 0 keensoughtby thosemerd half adozenor tend
Who flashgold in pokesandpoundswho beggedyou for dances
And killed for your glance$ | t ndtasniceasit sounds.

As a ball ad, i n t heiThm8hoaing ofdan VRGrévandfiTheSer vi ce 6 s
Cremation of Sam McGeg

| sawthesighin your prettyeye

Whenyou dreamedhat! dbdyours,
But thosewho stealmefastreveal

In my shineis the startof wars.

First| passedhroughthe purseof aminerwho nursed
A chill. He seemedo be

Justa helpingof hurtin aflanneletteshirt
FromPlumtree Tennessee.

| t tidegoalof goldto beboughtandsold
And meltedandpouredin amold.
Fromthedaytheyscratchedneout of thatpatch
Of dirt,| 6 beennearascold.

Now againl changehandsandagainthesands
Runout,andmenlie dead.

Goodchances| érate,thatthe heftierweight
Is a coupleof roundsof lead.

| 6 eensoughtby thosemerd half adozenor tend
Who flashgold in pokesandpounds,

Who beggedyou for dancesandkilled for your glance$
| t nbtasniceasit sounds.
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In 20171 wrote thesetwo poemsaspartof a seriesof iimaginarySonnets (a poemserieswvhich
eventuallypecamanmy first book). | would love to claim thatthesepoemsarethefirst of their
kind, and,in someways,theyare,butthisis ascholarlyoutlet andsol amobligedto give
properacknowledgmento all the giantson whoseshoulderd tread,evenunconsciously.

The concepts something hadfirst encounteredh thewriting of Willard Espy,onamuch
smallerscale:In his 1975compendiumAn Almanac of Words at Plgwhich | trustis well-
knownto all readersf this journal) Espyrepublisheda shortlight verseby Mary Youngquist,
originally printedin Word Waysn 1971 thatis readablesitheraseightlinesof six syllablesor
assix linesof eightsyllables.David Silverman,in the fiKickshaw® sectionfrom thatissue,
identifiesasprecedentwo poemsby J. A. Lindon andWalter Shedlofskypublisheda coupleof
yearsearlier.

If L i n diemadleabit easiey only botheringto haveoneof thetwo versionsof the poem
adhergoameter,S h e d | oifegeknyoieimpressiveby havingnottwo butthreeversions,
onein hexameterpnein pentameterandonein tetrameterL i n d D969paemis referredto at
its initial publicationasiia novel prosodicconcepi

But, of coursethereis nothingnewunderthe sun(l just cameup with thatmetaphor) The poet
Robin HelwegLarseninformedme aboutthe Frenchsurrealist_ouis Aragonwho toyedwith
similar four-six/six-four patternsan the 1940s,aswell asthat Tad Richards,nspiredby this, later
wrote a poemof the sametype anddubbedhe form anfiaragono

| do not believe however thatsucha compositiorhaseverbeenmaintainedovermorethana
few linesor with morethanthreeendrhymesuntil now, andneveranentiresonnetLindon
calledhis poemiConvertibled Richardscalledhis anfiAragono Robin calledmine
ATransformingSonneté or fBiform Poemsd Jim PudercalledthemfiEquivocalPoems) and
categorizedhe conceptasa variationof the nineteentkcenturypracticeof AEquivoqueg in the
sametradition asprosepassagethatcanchangemeaningdependingon howtheyare
punctuatedThenomenclaturel o e seally hatter,though.Todayl amcallingthesewere
sonnetswhich seemsappropriatdo therecent Halloween season

In all, | havewrittenthreeof theseweresonnetsfiCasey waswritten first but publishedsecond,
in theformal versejournal Able Musen 2020,fiPoke in Snakeskin Poetiyn 2019,andathird, a
parodyof Ma ¢ a u fHargti@ssatthe Bridge o is forthcomingin a British newspaperin each
case| triedto makethe gimmick morethanmerelya gimmick by attachingsignificanceto both
theform of the poemandthe themeof transformatiorwithin the poemitself. Like all of the
ImaginarySonnetseachis basedon a prior personor poem.

ErnestT h a y fCaséyat the Batd waspossiblythelastAmericanpoemto havemassive
popularappealo the extentthatit wascommonlymemaorizedor fun, performedon the
vaudevillestage andadaptednto multiple films andevenDisneycartoons! memorizedt in
collegeasa partytrick, andl 6 eagetto try thetrick outif | evergetinvited to any parties.

T h a y poentwassatirically subtitlediA Balladof the Republic,Sungin theYear1888pa
compositiondatewhich alsocoincideswith the publicationof EugenedLeeH a mi | doltecti@ns
Imaginary Sonnetthatinspiredthe poemseriesin thefirst place.T h a y \eersds somposedn
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aform of balladmeter,rhymedcoupletsof sevenambs/fourteersyllables,andin its balladform
fiCaseyto His Batd adheredo thesame.

AP oked takesits modelfrom RobertServicepoemdike fiThe Shootingof DanMcGrewo and
AiThe Cremationof SamMcGeep which alsoemploya form of balladmeter,thoughadifferent
kind: theyuseathreesyllablefoot ratherthaniambs,with alot moremetricalvariation.(This
hasthe unfortunateeffectof makingthe sonnetfeel lesssonnetlike.) Therhymeschemas also
different.AThe Shootingof DanMcGrewo rhymesonly atthe endof lines, like fiCaseyp but
AiThe Cremationof SamMcGee addsto this schemea morerich andlyric systemof internal
rhymeseverytwo feet, sothatthe stanzasaketheform AABCCBDDEFFE.

Naturallyl chosethe moreinvolved of the two rhymeschemeso work with andlayerontop
of/integratewith the PetrarcharsonnetschemeThis constructions not possiblewith anytwo
poeticforms,andrelieson anarithmeticalcoincidencan the specificreceivedformsemployed
by the sourcesfive stanza®f balladmeter(or tenlinesin T h a y andSbesr v toopied s
format)worksoutto preciselyseventymetricalfeet, sinceeachline containssevenfeet,
sometimesrokendownasymmetricallyasonehalf-line of tetrametefollowed by onehalf-line
of trimeter.Likewise,a sonnetgeitherShakespeareasr Petrarchanalsoconsistof exactly
seventymetricalfeet,sinceit comprisedourteenlinesandeachline comprisedive metricalfeet.
A standardsonnetcannotbe usedto converta poempurelyin tetrameteor alexandrinesljke
YoungqanArsd @ aincé79is notevenlydivisible by thenumberst or 6 andwould
leaveunaccountedor extrasyllablesthatd o it t

If anyoneelsewould like to try this poeticchallenge] would highly recommendt! The
methodologyl used,which probablyis notthe mostefficient, wasto drawout two diagramsof
seventyboxeseach representinghe seventyfeetin the poem,andconnecttheboxesto indicate
eachrhymeschemethencombinebothschemesn athird diagramwith lettersor numbers
identifying eachsetof rhymes. t adosof fun!

If you do, please send me the resulisd, afterthat, you canspreadhe curseyetfurther.l do
notwantto bethe only weresonneteeout there.

Editorés note:Other weresonneteers are also invited tobsnit to theJournal:seeSubmission Gidelines
on page 984
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Americanstyle and Britiskstyle crossword grids look quite different, primarily because in an
American grid every square in each word is checked (which means it is also part of a word in the
other direction), whereas in a British grahly about half of the letters in each word are checked.

In both cases, however, we can imagine a maxinfiafpero crossword having as few black

squares as possible, as shown below for a 7x7 American grid and a 13x13 British grid.

10
11

11

12 12

13

13

Creating an open American grid filled with different valid words both horizontally and vertically
is simply the welknown problem of constructing a double word squAsetar as we know, the
corresponding problem of filling a completely open British grid with real English words (or
phrases) has not been studied extensively, if dnathis article we present some results on this
problem, focusing on grid sizes of 11x11, 13x13, and the most common grid size, 15x15.

Filling Open British Grids

Open American grids are equivalent to double word squares, and so are open British grids once
we make a certain observatidn.the British 13x13 grid above, for example, eacHetfer

answer has 7 checked letters (the letters atnomabered positions in the word) and 6 unchecked
letters (the letters at ev@rumbered positionsY.he six unchecked letters can be anything (since
theydre unchecked) so they can, in a sense,

This means that the problem reduces to filling a 7x7 square (i.e., the diagram on the left above)
with 14 Zletter words to make a double word square, where afivtioed< in the square are

taken from a list of Jetter iwordsd whose letters are the letters in eddmbered positions of

the 13letter words in some dictionarilote that some of thesel&tter pseudavords may result

from the reduction of more than one-[E&er word, so in a particular 7x7 solution some of the
rows and columns might correspond to several valitei8r answersiVhen we expand a 7x7
solution to its 1detter answers we can freely choose between these alternatives.
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As usual, we have to decide what words to considervellder e 6s a tr adeof f : us

list increases the odds of finding solutions, but it also increases, in atfestinear way, the
runtime of a computebased searclor this study we basically made the word list as large as

we could without making the search time completely unfeasilolenake our word list we
combined all the NWL words (the NASPA Word List used in North American Scrabble

tournaments) with a crossweadliented list of wads and phrases compiled by Peter Broda

available apeterbroda.me/crosswords/wordlist

Af ter combi ni

ng the NWL words
38,379 13letter words and 3868 15letter wordsFor 11x11 we used a different word list with

a n dweHauride r

no phrases and mostly common woitlenly has 8698 words, but thigvas sufficient to find

quite a few 11x11 solutions.

Br oda

The small size of the 11x11 grid combined with the small word list results in a quick search (just
a few minutes) for 11x11 solution¥ot so for the larger sizeklsing a highly optimized C
program that implements an efficient exhaustive search algorithm, the 13x13 run took a total of
180,469 coraninutes.A coreminute is one minute on one core of a CPU, a useful metric to use

for modern multicore CPUsSince this search is easprallelizablewe can run it om cores
simultaneously to reduce the actual elapsed time by a faatoOof average we used about

8 cores, so the 13x13 search took 180,469-coren ut e s
roughly 16 daysThe 15x15 search took about 20 days, though this involved two separate
we ol | describe

sear ches,

Results

as

-8ays] vehieh divided by 8 is

ater .

Below are six of our favorite fills for 11x1Unlike the 13x13 and 15x15 solutions to come later,

all answers in these squares are single words, none of them particularly ob&cespecially

like #6 with its amusing combination of TREPIDATION and TREPANATION.
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http://peterbroda.me/crosswords/wordlist

And here are eight of our favorites for 13x13, chosen from a total of 691 examples.
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Of these eight, the one with the most single words is #6, with six.

We ran the same search program for 15x15 with the same word list and unfortunately did not
find any solutionsThis was somewhat faster (only 2 days instead of 16) and we suspected we

might beficlosedt o

a

s ol

uti on,

SO

we

wo n d eamesth fullyf we co
open grid.The fewest number of extra black squares we could add would be one, and it would

have to be located in the center of the grid, because otherwise the requirement for the grid to be
rotationally symmetric would mean the rotated position of that one blaekesgquould also have

to be black, for a total of two black squargsfortunately, the center square of a 15x15 grid is

already blackThus, the minimum number of &a blacks we can add is two: one placed at any

location plus itgotationally positionednate.

We guessed that putting the two extra blacks in the middle of the leftmost and rightmost columns

mi g ht
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fairly nice aesthetically, todo we set our program running for this case, and 18 days later had a

total of 116 filled gridsBelow are six of our favorites.
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#5 #6

A big open question remains: with a different and/or larger list of words and phrases, could a
fully open 15x15 be filled®n the one hand, the fact that we were able to fill these alvpest

grids suggests that it might be possible, but on the other hand, such a fill is equivalent to an 8x8
double word square (using an evetherletter fiwordo list), and it is well known that 8x8

double word squares are few and far between.

Butwaito we 6ve been holding in reserve the two hicg
discovered for 11x11, 13x13, and tli@most oped 15x15.0n the following pages the two grids

for each size are presented as crossword puzzles with Thesfirst puzzle in each pair uses
Americanstyle clues and the second uses Britisfie cryptic cluesAnswers to all of these

puzzles can be found in the Answers section of this issue.

(continued next page)
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