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| recentlyspenttime in Wellfleet, MA, and noticeda quaint pattern in its spelling:Wellfleet
containsboth ELLand LEEI decidedto makea short puzzlepacketinspiredby that idea.

TheRulesare asfollows: Foreachpuzzlefill in the blanksusingthe cluesothat either
- the pattern ABB/ BAAappearsn the spelling,asisthe casewith Wellfleet (ELL)or
- the pattern AAB/ BBAappearsasisthe casewith Bittersweet (TTE)

Ve markedthe locationsof thesepatternsin advancehowever,not whichoneto use,andin
certaininstanced haveprovidedone or more free letters asaids.

Example:
Clue Flawlessliterally (5-4)

(o[ ww|h]w] [c[w]o]9]

AnswerEror free (ERR)
Helpful Tip: Eachletter pattern (like ABB=ELLBAA=LEE)susedonly onceacrosshe 11

puzzlesThatmeansif ABB=ELLlappearsin one puzzle youwon®seeABB=ELlagairn though
the reversedform (ABB=LEEBAA=ELLMayappearelsewhere.

Thepuzzlesdeginonthe nextpaga pleaseenjoy.



Puzzles:

Puzzlel:

EarlywWashingtorfoe?(6, 4)

Puzzle?:

Regulaispotto find housemates?6, 4)

¢

w

Puzzle3:

Oneunderthe covers?®6, 5)

Puzzled:

Groupthat@waitingto happen?(7, 4)

5 I

/

Puzzleb:

Succumbedo tiredness(4, 6)

Puzzles:

Keg,maybe(4, 6)

Puzzler:

Grapeslassificatiorin the produceaisle(8)

511

PuzzleB:

Seesaw6-6)




Puzzlesont.

Puzzle9:

Epicweakness?8, 4)

PuzzlelO:

It might containa planner,folders or
assignmentg7, 6)

Puzzlell:

LastStuartmonarch(5, 4)

Answerson page77.
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Infi T Patternof St a t e nAa RossEckl@rreportedthatwhile moststateshadat leastone
othertermthatsharedheir letterpattern NORTH CAROLINA (patternABCDEFGCBHIAJ)
did not. A couplewereoneoffs. TENNESSEEhadthe samepatternasPELLETTEE,a heraldic
termmeaningfichargedwith roundblackd o t amdINDIANA matchedOTISTS, memberf a
Jewishsecd thelatteris almostunknowntodayandthe formeris normally spelledwithout the

lasti e sow e Oscrapingthe bottomof the barrelalready.

A few otherstatenameswverelikewise uniqueéd MISSISSIPPIMASSACHUSETTS,
CONNECTICUT,andPENNSYLVANIAG andtheyseemedikely to still beuniquetoday.|
thoughtthatNORTH CAROLINA might be conquerablethough,giventhe shift of languages
overtime.

Sol turnedmy developingi ¢ r 0 s @& avto & lba s X ivizeD) Epimion
thetask.It currentlyhasover500,000entriesthatl 6 | THE ORIGINAL
probablybe combingthroughfor sometime to come,
butthatincludesalot of dictionarytermsaswell as
pop culturereferencesindup-andcomingslang.For
INDIANA, | foundBOMB POR andfor
PENNSYLVANIA, ironically, | gotMISS

NEBRASKA.

ANNIVERSARY

But | gotnothingfor NORTH CAROLINA, with or kgrjgmgggﬁy
without the spacing(Nothingfor TENNESSEE,
either.)

Sol haveto concludethattheseareunimorphsd
stringswhoseletter patternsareuniquein the
standardanguage.

WhatmakesT E N N E S Spattermspecialis i
probablyobviou$d onevowel,threedoubleletters,andthethird doubleletteris thatonevowel.
NORTHC A ROL | Midacesarealittle subtler:it hastwo N 6 svp O 6 wvo R 6 andtwo

A 06 all,in unpredictablespots.

Up to a certainpoint, our languagdavorsuniqueness the mostcommonsinglepatternfor
stringsof lengthsl-13 arethe patternsvhereeveryletteris unique.(Therea r earobaf unique
13 letterstrings,buttherea r earlobaof stringsof anysinglepatternatthatlength.)

Now, if | treatNORTH CAROLINA asa cryptogramJooking for commonwordsin anovel
phrase) getG1 R (& GIRLY) HERITAGE,ITCHY BACTERIA, andSHADY TEAHOUSE.
Thelastof theseisthefi p u r &sis ttlfesnly onethatd o e sepeath letterin thesameslotas
theoriginal. Theseareinterestingin their ownright, butyouw o nfiéid themin anydictionaryor
evena morepermissiveword list like mine.


https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!RE1G!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F7d9dbac7-13c3-4834-ba18-bc27fd536e25_1000x1000.jpeg

| 6 mostattractedo theweirdlittle patternmatchedike ALFALFA andENTENTE,AKA the
isomorphsButt h e alsofomethingoeautifulabouta patternthati s fodntlanywhereelse
thatwe know of.

FANTASTIC FOUR?TwoF 6t®vQ A O ®wOoT O S
Unique.

PATRICK STEWART?Two A 6 threeT 0 tsvQ
R 6 ©nique.

SYDNEY SWEENEY?Two S 0 threeY 0 ®vo
N 6 svp E's.Visually rhymingendings.Unique.

ZIZZER-ZAZZER-ZUZZ? You know it.

S .;:nr,‘ e * <
GARGANTUA?Two G 6 treeA 0 starting ¢ K& ME | 20BN0IS dzs 5 8 & 20202 B IR FAA
with a 123124pattern.Close it hasfour 62 NONJO@NIG Sa(ad

matchesthe bestknown of whichis
MESMERIZE,followed by HATHA YOGA.

WhataboutT CAMPBELL? Of coursenotd | turnup 483matchesMy n a m éaiblysshortat
nineletters,andit only hasonerepetition,thetwo L 6right attheend.

My wi f reaess aunimorph,thougl® JANICE CAMPBELL hastwo A 6 andtwo C 0irs
additionto its endingtwo L 6 Hder maidennameJANICE HOFERd o e $iavéamy of these
duplication® justonedoubleE the marriednameshares.

| told you marryingmewasa goodidea,honey »
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Theword catachresigs takenalmoststraightfrom Greekkata] K NJ[ anéainghablyuse.
Butdespitethat straightforwardetymology,word nerdsl NBafn@yisclearon what it means.
Sometimest signifiesa malapropismiike escalatormusicfor elevatormusic,or amalapropism
0 K | béc@raingstandardlike, 2 dzgb@aSotherthink comingfor, 2 dzgbZafotherthing
coming.Sometimest signifiesa euphemism(seepage26).

Andsometimesk (julté stretchymetaphor, like callinga razora beardmoweror Sheran so
fast, shewasa cheetahon methamphetaminesWikipediagivesthe exampled ¢ de@pest
winterinLord¢ A Y 2LydeNdodhd K | | S & TIRdndiStieas.

It alsotalksabout how stretchinga metaphorpastits usualboundscangivewordsnew
meaningswhenthey slipin to fill avoid, asin legsof a chair. Youcouldarguethat legsare
somethingonly livingthingshave,but no word worksaswell for the supportbeamsthat keepa
chairat butt-level.

ButA Udifiault to think of metaphorsthat areinarguablycatachresedut still & ¢ 2 NOhllibg
the Batmobilea Corvetteon steroidsseemsridiculouswhenyou stop andthink aboutit, but
most peoplehaveheardthe phraseon steroidsenoughthat they automaticallyacceptits
meaning:artificially strengthenedexaggeratedmagnified,with its softerelementsweakened
or removed.

Usingmethamphetaminesibovewasmy attempt to stickcloseto that ideabut makeit
uncommonenoughthat youY A 3 K thaQght&boutit alittle more. Butyou mayhaveheard
on methamphetaminesr at leaston meth asa metaphorbefore, too. ¢ K | the@@blemwith
figuresof speechsomanyof the goodandconciseoneshavebeendone or inspireimitation.
An outrageousnetaphoror simileusuallyneedsallittle more elaboration.] S N&h&Aond
of from Sagaof the SwampThing#24.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catachresis

r YEAH. UGLIER
THAN DEATH

WoozRUE?
THRAT 6 WOODRUE?
BUT... THE WAY
HE LOOKS...

I'M RUNNIN,.

AABKEIE NR GG NI241 YWKSU ViR Sa RV G Baoy 3
F S8 38 ATISE YLINS@EAERE AT & ddRIK NI & S o

Inthe end,though, mostpeoplewould rather calla stretchymetaphora stretchymetaphor,a
euphemisma euphemisma malapropisma malapropismAndthe chairlegsexampleR 2 S & y Q
feelthat remarkable? K | {effér catachresisthen?lsthis aword without arealreasonto

exist?

It comesup mostoften in discussiorof Dadawriting, whichflirts with or embracesdeliberate
nonsenseandin postcolonialtheory, whena colonizedgroupclaimslanguagehat once
appliedonlyto the colonizers]ike the ideaof anon-Christianmissionaryln the latter case the
G ¢ N2 y Tyntesatiedstin part from one sub-grouptakinglanguagel K | siippasedo

G 6 St t ghatkdersubgroup.

| canget behindthat idea,but it seemdike sucha natural part of languageasto be almost
unremarkableldeasspreadthroughwords,andideas,at least,shouldbelongto all of us.
Whilel hesitateto comparemyselfto anyoneg K 2r@udly marginalizedthisiswhy | alsorebel
againstthe ideathat | shouldstickto the words (andmaybethe attitudes?)of my own
generation.

| doubt that | write like a twenty-yearold overall(thoughmaybel R A Rsguddiyoungeven
whenl wasone),but | R 2 yhéxsilateto callafashionableoutfit somedrip, beingstoodup being
ghosted,or to useSaylessfor | got it. Sometimeshesenewer expressionsonfusemy friends,
0 dzii L OsWimMdaitisktBeNtdirrent of time than feel myself borne into the past

With afew exceptions suchascertainwordsthat mostpeoplerecognizeshouldremainthe

provinceof minoritiest that current isworth resisting., 2dz R2y Qi KI @S G2 &adal @

@S ND | f Toddlahglisydight, do alittle wrong.»
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Afew yearsago,on myweeklypuzzlesegmenton NPRR dWeekendEditionSunday | rana
creativechallengenvolvingTVshows.Theobjectwasfor listenersto pitch a programproposal
to one of the TVnetworks,either broadcastor cable,in whichthe show&title differsby just
one letter from anexistingshow@title, pastor present.l askedfor a summaryof the showin
15wordsor less.Entrieswere judgedon their sense at leastremote plausibility,humor, and
overalleffect.

Severathousandpitcheswere submittedaltogether.Someof my favoritetitles, needingno
explanation:

PerksAndRecreation
TheO.C.DCouple
FatherKnotsBest
StarTrek:TheNextVeneration
BigBrothel

TheMary TylerMooseShow
BeverlySills90210
MayberryB.F.D.
ThePunsters
ThelncredibleHunk
ThelncredibleHula

Little Souseon the Prairie
Let@ Makea Meal
SaturdayNight Jive

Lustin Space
BigBongTheory

GetKmart

PR
TheGreatestAmericanHerb
WhoWaitsto Bea Millionaire?
Americ& NextTopMohel
Asthe World Burns
HawaiiFiveK|[race]

gegegegeeeeeeceeegceeeeeeeeec

Thewinner, chosenfor its originality, surprisingletter substitution, naturalnessof its
description,and humor, wassubmittedby GailWhite:

w | RemembemMOMA

Eachepisodefocuseson a pastexhibitor artist at the Museumof Modern Art
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w AntiquesRoidShow
Largebodybuildergry to navigateobstaclecoursein anantique shopwithout breaking
anything
T RoseCunnion
w Shrubs
Intern JohnDorianis unexpectedlyrotated to the groundskeepepositionat SacredHeart
Hospital
1 DavidRudofsky
w M*U*S*H

Awackyveterinarianbasedsitcomsetin interior Alaskaduringthe 1890sgoldrush
T WilliamWhite

w Mr. Rogefd Neighborhood

FredRogetteacheschildrenall sortsof waysto saythe samething
T StevePennington

w PetSmart

Setin a popularpet-carestore wherethe animalsare the onesin charge
T Shaunngalls

w FatherKnowsJest

1950sdadabandonsoffice job andflannelsuit for gigasstandupcomedian
T SteveWalsh

w WillandGrape

Anestatelawyerquits hisjob andmovesto Sonomao becomea vintner
T JohnMcMillen

w WelcomeBack,Potter

HarryPotterreturnsto Hogwartsto teacha history classto a collectionof teenagewizards
T PatrickJones

Mp



w Slackish

Fourmillennialsavoidwork, responsibilitiesand éadultingg in general
T SueHirsh

w GearFactor

Carenthusiastanodify standardcarsinto high-performingstreet machines
T SteveGilmore

w Sesamestreep

FollowsMeryl Streepon her questto find the bestsesamechickenin America
T Whit Morison

w AOLnthe Family

Setin the 1980s.SiblingSYivalry playsout daily on a dialup emailserver
T JohnKhanlian

w Leopardy!

Playeranustget out of anescaperoom beforethe leopardsare released
T EdPegg

w Americ@@NextTopYodel

Singingcompetitionsetin the SwissAlps
1 PatrickBerry

w Texter

Groupof millennialdetectivessolvecrimesusingnothing but the victimgxellphones
T LaurenFunk

w Todaywith KathieLeeand Yoda
Wit andwisdomcombinein anintergalactictour de force. Entertainingandeducationalthey

are
T JimLevering
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Panelistsdentify grape,vintage,andvineyardof winespresentedto them
T JeffBradway

w HollywoodSquires

Prospectivanaleescortsvie for lucrativedating gigsby cleverlysabotagingheir competitors
T DenaMcClung

w TheGhostand Mrs. Meir

Thelsraeliprime minister@riseto power, narratedby her late husband
T AndrewCohen

w MasterpieceCheater

Art forgerstake turnstrying to dupe museumsandgalleriesaroundthe world
T AnthonyGray

w Jerseyshorn

Theupsanddownsof aleadingwool-purveyingfamily on a scenicBritishisle
T TomMeredith

w It8@AlwaysSunniin Philadelphia

FourMuslimAmericanfriendshavezanyadventuresin Pennsylvani@ most populouscity
1 DanGiordano

w ThislsUr

Chronicleghe trials andtribulations of a Sumeriarfamily
T BobAmar

w TwoandaHalfYen

Reality/gameshow: Americanex-patsmust makeit on minimalmoney
T AriellePoritsky



PEOPLE WHO CLUTCH THEIR PEARLS
SHOULDN’T SWEEP THEM UNDER THE RUG
More Mixed Metaphors, Caught in the Wild

Don Hauptman
New York, New York
donhauptman@nyc.rr.com

As I write, Song Sung Blue, a new Hollywood movie, 1s playing in cinemas.
The 1972 Neil Diamond pop hit that inspired the film begins:

Song sung blue, everybody knows one
Song sung blue, every garden grows one

But come on! Can a garden grow a song, whatever its color? However poetic
the lyric, it’s a quintessential instance of a mixed metaphor: a figure of speech
that creates an incongruous or absurd or impossible image.

This linguistic solecism 1s surprisingly common, in part because writers and editors
fail to recognize the error. The problem can usually be avoided via a simple test.
Interpret the expression literally and ask, to take a classic example: Can something
on a back burner really be in a holding pattern?

Now we’re off to the races, and it’s full steam ahead! Following are specimens
I’ve encountered in my reading since my previous mixed-metaphor compilation
in the May 2024 issue of this Journal.

e “He called the report ‘a house of cards built on sand.””

o “It just felt like someone had thrown me a life raft, and I could see the light
at the end of the tunnel.”

e “Ukraine must become a steel porcupine, undigestible for potential
invaders.”

2

e “It’s an opportunity to claw back some of the rewiring on global trade. . . ’

e “The business model 1s to propose that people become the C.E.O.s of their
own health journeys.”

e “The Palisades attracted middle-class families seeking their slice of
the California dream.”

My



e “The writing was on the wall for us that this entire landscape has changed.”
e “I thought any kind of bad blood had blown over. . . .”
e “These are still gems that Americans treasure, but they are teetering.”

e “It would not seem as though she were trying to bigfoot her heat-seeking
peers.”

e “The reason he can eat kryptonite 1s he was elected to be the hand grenade
underneath the establishment’s door.”

Here’s a pair sharing a similar theme: “This . . . point slid down a slippery slope
into an alphabet soup.” “The F.D.A. and abortion advocates continue down the
slippery slope of chipping away at medical standards for women seeking abortion.”

And two political headlines in a major newspaper, the editors of which should
know better: “[Federal Reserve Chair Jerome] Powell’s Armor: A Groundswell
Built With Care.” “Trump Floats Sticking Around.”

Then there are what I call mashed or muddled metaphors. These don’t officially
qualify as mixed, but the components still clash awkwardly because of their
proximity and cliché overload:

“Star Who Burned Bright Got the Cold Shoulder.” “We’re making a bet that this
book has legs. It’s not going to be a flash 1n the pan.” “All his bases were covered.
There was no stone left unturned.” “[Securing a doctor’s appointment is] like
getting an audience with the pope. I can’t quarterback anything.” ““The senator
had tried to ‘thread a fine line’ and he got burned.” “It’s not that we need to go
back to square one, but it’s that we need to press pause. . . . It’s possible that
something very well intended was overshot a bit. . . .”

Finally, everyone knows the classic Yogi Berra redundancy blooper, although
its attribution is apocryphal. A public official took it one step further, most likely
in jest: “It’s déja vu all over again on steroids.”

Whew! That’s a lot for this quirky genre. When the chickens come home to roost,
it’s a tough nut to crack. But I’ve stuck to my guns, and I didn’t drop the ball!

M ¢
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An anapodotonis anincompletephraseor
sentencehatimpliesthecompleteversion.l t 6
arhetoricaldevice,butit hasa certainplacein
any partof speechandwriting. It shouldsend
your braininto autocompletenodewhenyou
seeit, inviting you to participatein supplying
the missingwords.

(Someof theofficial definitionsof anapodoton
aremoreelaboratehanthis, gettingspecific s
aboutmain clausesandsubordinatelausesBut
thosedefinitionsd o rséeinto line up with how |
anapodotorns actuallyused,sol d o rhéave
muchinterestin them.)

Oneexampléis i A GaodT h i n atitie,used Slﬂﬂ J ﬂﬂ[\

bothfor the Star Trek: NextGenerationfinale THE NMEXT GENERATION
anda 2010RyanGoslingKirsten Dunstmovie. A1l RONN THINEGE

In both,themeaningof thefull phrasé all
goodthingsmustcometo an end® hangsover
thework, furtheringthe suspensanddrama.

Whenyous ay €&

Bi ofdfseat her ! 0o
Grmahds! 0o

| thfe shoefits! 0
Spefdnedevil ! 0o
Wh éhiRomeo

I LJ2 Lidzfy'H N2 R 202 20X d#E NUdzNB

geeeeg
ot S S

€ yo u Galludingto longerwell-known phrasesandcalling uponthe meaningof thosephrases,
notjusttheparticlesy o u gpeakingoutloud. (Birds of a featherflock together.Greatminds
think alike. If theshoefits, wearit. Spealkof the devilandhewill appear.Whenin Romedo as
theRomanglo.)

Apher(esshiosrt eni ng a wowadap o oowmphtohret ebneignign nfirnogn) t h
somewhat | i ke anapodotons on a smaller scal e.

Therearedangersn usinga shortenedorm of acommonquipd somepeoplemight hearyou
andthinkt h aatl theseis to it. Sticksand stonesmaybreakmybonesis alittle depressingr
disquietingif youd o rkidowi tt@befollowedby butwordswill neverhurt me.



However,manyii | o v g & rs bf agamsanphrasesareattemptgo modify the original
sentimentCuriositykilled the cat needdittle explanationBut sometimey o us@dthevariant
Curiositykilled the cat, but satisfactionbroughtit back,claiming thatpursuingcuriosityis worth
it in theend.l tendto bepro-curiosity,butl 6 nmuotsurel cangetbehindtheideathati t 6 | |
resurrectyou andreduceyour deathto a minorinconvenience.

Othersentencewith subversiveaddonsincludeSlowandsteadywinsther a c e &uthiand|
talenttaketheir place; Theearly bird getsthew o r m é theise¢condnouseyetsthe cheese;
Imitationis thesinceresformoff | at t emegiacritylcaa payto greatnessandRome

wa s budtinad a y é ibhuredin one.(No,itd i d AlsbtOscarWilded i dsaydhtatthird
one.)

And thentherearethe playful subversionswherethewriter andtheintendedaudienceboth

know how the original phrasds supposedo go, but headin anotherdirection.Ri h a mrSa&avd
usedSticksand stonesmaybreakmybones put whipsand chainsexciteme,andit wasa well-
knownjoke beforethat,too.

We do the samething to pop quotesof morerecentvintage.Whenquoted,i We @atie Kansas

a ny masualhdopsoff i Tolt @afee e | i Amdjthee Bupermarinspiredsentencefi H e
wagesa neverendingfight/battlefor truth, justice,andthe Americanw a ygetsreducedal ot é

‘
1 )
t 8l
1 i
:

: ey 8 03
:" What did you'always call it, Clark? .
. The Never-Ending Battle?"® ¥ ' .

15/ 2 YAIRE VR O SYNSVza p §16 1 ¢26 A Y iNSyERE LIk HBE ¥ 2 @ 2 (F dzZbSNI y RA

€ e s p e cincaweld g mlivaysagreeonwhatii t Aneericanw a yis@anymore.(If we ever
really did.)

In our questto produceconcisdanguagehatdeliversthe mostbangfor eachword, we keep
shorteningamiliar phrasesnto their memorytriggeringkeywords.Thetrick is to do that
without losingtoo muchmeaningto too manypeople especiallysincetherearenewpeopleall
thetime who might nothaveheardthe original phraseyet. But w e &eepatit.

| t aheverendingbattle..
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SIRIFORTHEINTERRUPTION
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| ttéismean ewo mpi b &t ie abnl iovogprea ;b we & t iatt @ aonnd

e maainide a a tdhr ,afwmaonyo wn e cexager iMgnBle 8 aBi r i
bultwel cexmampl e eorbst hveori-rceec ogmli a i fsmrandsl ,,e x a
an@oodlssi Stoaseg e c itnhddmntasadi tpe @& v icoounstlitiwmpee ar |,
sevidehéemsgnd®dliil eartniaag omei csttsak e s .

Hena&ahadadi ctfadleldoyweodrs crreesiudliinst aaeckat i m.
Al t h o bpghhe n o mesm coru b |tehgep sniegll@memu s egnemér at e d
by hpeu meat hwerr d iloavewreirnt ended.

1 chauvinista shoppindist

1 somewhaincongruousy someonen Congress
1 will ensuey Will andSue

1 palimpsesh pal obsessed

1 salmagundik SelmaGandhi

1 gallimaufrya Gallamorefree

1 FatsWallera fat swallower

Literary referencesrea specialsourceof intriguing confusion,suchaswhenChaucer
becamechoicesir, andon anotheroccasionfrouser. Theword kerfufflekeepsbeing
transcribedasGruffalo, the semiscarymonstelin theeponymouglassicc hi | dr en é s
book.And | hadthe opportunityto meetthe lovely AlisonWonderland

Othervoiceto-text transformationsamissto a messartifactsto art defectscognoscenti
to caliente,lris to high-res,newsletteto newsweater panacedao paranoia,reduxto
red duck,semesteto Sylvester.

Bestexample?Thetraditionalltalian confectionpanettonevasrenderedasBennettTony,
appropriatedbecausehe belovedsingerwasindeeditalian.-
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Inthe previousedition of the Journal | lightedon PASCAGOUL#ydlookedat somewordplay
aroundthat name.Thistime, itQ@the turn of GREENLANDe Danishislandmuchin the newsin
early 2026

Firstoff, let@note the three transposalof the nameGREENLANDhered ENGLANDHRey,
that@ me!) and GLENARDERity in Marylandabout 10 mileseastof WashingtonDC ,andwith
a2020censuspopulationof about 6400souls.Thethird transposais ENGERLANDas
urbandictionary.conexplains ¢this is usedmostly by (Englandfootball fans. Theadvantageof
Engerlan@asopposedio Englandls the extrasyllableallowingthe chantingof the England
team® namebeingeasierand more melodicd €

Howabouttransposalof someGreenlandrelatedwords?TheOxfordEnglishDictionary(OED)
liststhesewords: GREENLANDEFRREENLANDIGREENLANDISRd GREENLANDIHach
with alegitimatetransposal:

GREENLANDERative of Greenlandcanbe rearrangedo LARDESREEN; small
villagein the Englishcounty of Cheshire;

GREENLAND(@latingto Greenlandanbe juggledto give CALENDERINBe process
of passingsomething(for example cloth, paper)througha calender,a machineor
devicewith rollersfor pressingcloth, paper,etc. So,nothingto do with calendars
showingdates;

GREENLANDI&Hsorelatingto Greenlandcanbe morphedto SINGLEHANDER,
yachtsmaror personwho sailsa boat singlehandedly;

GREENLANDI{d&greenishmineralfound in Greenlandxanhaveits letters shuffledto
giveENTERDEALINgB,0ld spellingof INTERDEALINGgotiatingmutually.

Wikipediahasan entry for GREENLANDOG a largebreedof huskytype dogusedfor pulling
sleds.TheOEDprovidesuswith a colourfultransposal GREEM\NDGOLDandoffersa couple
of illustrative quotations,referringto ¢the greenandgold cucko@ and éthe greenand-gold
diploma® €

Let@look at transdeletions whereletters are deletedfrom GREENLANBomeobvious8-

letter examplesare ENDANGEBRNLARGE&ENd LARGENEDR-letter examplesabound,
includingANGEREMANGLERERANGENLARGENRAGEGENERAIGLEANEIZLEANER,
GNARLENERANDEEBRENADEEARNEBNdREGALED.
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HowabouttransadditionsAddingjust one letter to thoseof GREENLANfangiveus
ENGLANDERSEGENDRIANertainingto the FrenchmathematicianAdrianMarie Legendre)
andUNENLARGEBIthoughit@atwo-word term, | particularlylike the simpleinsertionof the
letter Ginto GREENLANDBeneratingGREEKELANDan organfound in crustaceans.

Addingtwo lettersto GREENLANfvesusawide collectionof words,includingENDEARINGLY,
ENGARLANDHAVENDERINCEGENDARIAthe writer of alegend), LENINGRADER
residentof LeningradlUJSSRyow SaintPetersburgRussiapnd UNGENERALHBDwe admit
hyphenatedwordsandtwo-word terms,we canadditems suchasALMONDGREENANGEL
WARNEDGARDENEMON|ARGHEINNEDI. EADIN®REINand URBANLEGEND.

Addingthree letters to GREENLANDovidesa goodlymix of words,includingDISENTANGLER,
INTERTANGLBEMEANDERINGLINONREGULATEBBd UNDERSEALIN&COoupleof termsthat
| particularlylike are MERRENGLANRNdNEWENGLANDER.

WhatQthe longestunhyphenatedvord whichusesall the letters of GREENLAND&reare
somel9%letter contenders renderedin the CourierNewfont sothat their equallengthsare
obvious:

GENTLEHEARTEDNESSES
GRANDMOTHERLINESSES
INTEGRODIFFERENTIAL
SUPERACKNOWLEDGMENT(S)
TRANSCENDENTALIZING

Andhereareacouplewith 21 letters:

PHARYNGOEPIGLOTTIDEAN
PSEUDOCONGLOMERATIONS

Eventhe familiarbiggiedike these,from regularunabridgeddictionaries,don®containsomeof
the letters of GREENLAND:

PNEUMONOULTRAMICROSCOPICSILICOVOLCANOCONIOSIS
SUPERCALIFRAGILISTICEXPIALIDOCIOUS
PSEUDOPSEUDOHYPOPARATHYROIDISM
FLOCCINAUCINIHILIPILIFICATION
ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPHICALLY
HONORIFICABILITUDINITATIBUS
ANTIDISESTABLISHMENTARIAN
HUMUHUMUNUKUNUKUAPUAA

Anyadvanceon 21 letters with wordsfrom regularunabridgeddictionaries?



Andhow aboutthis 12-steptriangle of solidlyspelledwordswhere eachword is a transaddition
of the oneaboveit? Isthere a 13-stepper?

A

AN

RAN

NEAR

ANGER
DANGER
ENRAGED
ENLARGED
GREENLAND
LEGENDRIAN
ENDEARINGLY
MEANDERINGLY

Butif hyphenatedwordsandtwo-word terms are allowed,checkout thesetwo 15-step
triangles:

A A
AN AN
RAN RAN
NEAR| | NEAR
ANGER | ANGER
DANGEFR | DANGER
ENRAGEL | ENRAGED
ENLARGEL | ENLARGED
GREENLANI | GREENLAND
LEGENDRIAN | LEGENDRIAN
LEGENDARIAN | LAVENDERING
RADIAL ENGINE NOVEL READING
DANIEL NORIEGA| | SOVEREIGNLAND
RAILROAD ENGINE SOVEREIGNLANDS
RAILROAD ENGINES| | SANDERVOLGENSIS

XXXXXXEEEXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Allwords, namesandtermscanbe foundin at leastone of TheOxfordEnglishDictionary Webste New
InternationalDictionary(2" edition), UnabridgedVierriam-Webster(online),and Wikipedia.2
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Euphemismis a choiceof languageahatmakesthingssoundmorepleasantDysphemismis a
choiceof languageghatmakesthingssoundmoreunpleasant.

Therearesimplewordsthatserveasfamiliar euphemismd powder my nostor use the toilet
passecdn for died,love handlesor (lesseuphemisticmiddleagespreadfor belly fat. Though
we hearthema bit lessoften, thereareplenty of dysphemism# everydayspeechtoo. A face
thatyoud o Hilée imight havea mopinsteadof hair, a beakinsteadof a nose peepersnsteadof
eyes.Thesetermsarealsomoredescriptivejmplying disheveledair, big nose beadyeyes.

This kind of verbalselectionis asold or almostasold aslanguagetself, buti t notsiniversal.
Therearesometermsthathavebothrecognizeceuphemismsnddysphemismd a prisoncould
be a correctionalfacility or a pit, dependingopnw h o asksng butif youtry to find aword or
commonphraseo euphemizeor dysphemizeatree,y o u likelyeto comeup emptyhanded.

My original ideafor this piecewasto presenta setof neutraltermswith their corresponding
euphemismanddysphemismshutl d i dgetdery far, and found others had done it better

euphemisms orthophemisms dysphemisms Formal Euphem]sm Dysphem]sm
. the Grim M / R .
demise death Re i Aonster toilet bathroom pisser
eaper =
depart, decease, expire, kick the bucket, kiss the orca . Sc4 panda k!"er whale
perish die dust, euthanize put to sleep kill
deceased, defunct dead croaked, gone cold, stiff rebel freedom ﬁghter terrorist )
(mortal) remains, the cold meat, food for spouse better half ball and chain
loved one, corpse worms cigarette  torch of freedom cancer stick
cremains ashes dust fat metabolically challenged lard ball
casket coffin bone box, wooden suit, he died passed away snuffed out
cold box
entombment funeral, burial cold meat party
{ 2 dzNIDOSHELYK SIVVARRSYASLIK SHYE & yWAYA A ®2 LI ¥ 8 KIS o2RS | DSH N2 2T @A S N
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Of courset h e somé@&amfor disagreemerdboutthe above ls euthanizeeally the neutral
termhere,or is it aeuphemisnior themorecommonkill? It sharesaaneu rootwith euphemism.
It is important,though,to useeuthanizevhenthe subjectis a sick pet,asit conveyshatthe
euthanasi# anactof mercy.Butif thesentences, Yeah,| euthanizednyobnoxioushusband,
well, t h aatibdgferent.

Euphemismanddysphemismit seemsarereservedor areasof our life with amoreemotional
charge But theyalsohavea lot of distinctemotionalnuance.You probablylearnedfirst about
euphemismshatcensorthe realmsof the bathroomor thebedroond andtherealmsof the
bathroomor the bedroomis itself amoreelaborateeuphemismBut you getwhatl mean right?

Othereuphemismsrethereto protectusfrom thew o r |lvidlénseé or to bemoreprecise,
t h e yhéretogprotectusfrom thinkingaboutthew o r |vidlénseat everymoment.Surgical


https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!8BBh!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Faa5f9492-2453-4c69-aed2-02481dcf873f_934x606.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!8BBh!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Faa5f9492-2453-4c69-aed2-02481dcf873f_934x606.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!L-WE!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Ffd93f94f-4ba3-4cd9-af6f-732a51f2d654_1002x537.png

strikes,friendly fire. Or poverty,or diseaseor otherills. This canbearespectableisagé
t h e alet of sigly in theworld, andthinking aboutit all too muchwould weighanybodydown.

But sucheuphemisnalsoallows peopleto turnablind eyeratherthanexperiencenoral
discomfort.Evenasummarycanbeeuphemistid bombingsnvitespeopleto scanits meaning
andmoveon ratherthandwell onthe humancarnagesucha strike creates.

Yet whenwe putaeuphemisnin scarequote® Thosei s ur g t ¢ askre&invalvea lot of
Af r i & ndeoyndeyd theirtoneshiftsfrom neuteredo contemptuousOthereuphemisms
aremorecheerfud makingloveis alot morejoyousthanconjugalvisit.

Dysphemismsreusuallyconsideredo be harsh butthey canbehumorousgevenaffectionate,
aswhencalling afavorite diner a greasyspoon.lt might not befine dining, buti t abautthe
atmosphere.

In theend,a skillful writer canwring almostany emotionout of word choice.l mentionedhat
tree hasno readymadeeuphemismser dysphemismsyut with a little morework, onecan
ennoblet into a magnificentwoodenedificeor dismissit asa overgrownweedwith delusionsof
grandeur.Languagecanservealmostany endwe shapéor it, andt h awhaimakest
beautifub andugly.-
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Asmostreaderswill probablyknow, there are 118 elementscurrentlyin the periodictable, and
eachelementhasa correspondingsymbol. Thesymbolshaveeither one or two letters. There
are 14 elementswith one-letter symbolsandthe remainingl104elementshavetwo-letter
symbolsrangingfrom Ac(actinium)to Zr(zirconium).

Theone-letter symbolsare:

B-boron O- oxygen

C- carbon P- phosphorus
F- fluorine S- sulfur

H- hydrogen U - uranium

| -iodine V-vanadium
K- potassium W - tungsten

N - nitrogen Y- yttrium

Whatwordplaycanwe initiate roundthesel14letters?

Ourfirst challengewasto find a setof wordsusingjust a singleexampleof eachof the 14
letters. Belowis a dozensolutions,eachwith four words,andall wordsin TheOxfordEnglish
Dictionary(OED)Therewill be other solutions.

BUCKk FOPSVIN- WHY

BY- FISk PUNCH VOW

BUNK: IF-PSYCHVOW

BY- CHOW FUNK- SPIV

BUNK- CHIV- FOP- SWY

COR FUNK VIBS WHY

BY- CHIPSFUNKk VOW

CUBSFINK- HYP- VOW

BY- CHIV- FUNK- SWOP

FIB- PUNCH SK¥ VOW

BY- CHUNK FIP- VOWS

FUB- KIN- PSYCHVOW

Athree-word solutionis just about possibleif an Old Englishword is allowed. Listedin the OED
isVHY anold spellingof WHY::
COWPUNKS-IB- VHY

Seconcchallengewhat are the longestwordsusingany of the 14 letters, but with none
repeated?Bydefinition, thesewill beisograms.

Herearefour 8-letter examples:
CHIBOUKSCOWPUNKSCUSHIONYUNBISHOP

HY
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Andadozen7-letter examples:
BOHUNKSBOYSHIPBUCKISHCOUSINYCUSHIONFUCHSIN
PHONICSPUCKISHPUNKISHUNPICKSUNSPICYWICKYUP

Andadozenwith 6 letters each:
BIOPSYBISHOPBOUNCYBOYISHCOUSINCOYISH
FUSIONKIBOSHPHOBICPUNISHSIPHONWHISKY

Thereare severalother 6- and 7-letter examples.
Thirdchallengewhat arethe longestwordsusingrepeatedletters? Thelongestl couldfind is

the 15-letter NONSUBCONSCIOttsirtesyof TheRandomHouseDictionary(unabridged
edition) Hereare someothers,with 10to 13letters:

INCONSPICUOUS PINCUSHIONS
KINNIKINNICK UNCONSCIOUS
NONPOISONOUS UNPOISONOUS
POPPYCOCKISH BOBBYSOCKS
SUBCONSCIOUS BUFFOONISH
UNSUSPICIOUS CONFUSIONS
CONCUSSIONS SUSPICIOUS
CONSPICUOUS VICHYSSOIS

Fourthchallengewhat other interestingwordsand namescanbe found usingonly these 14
letters?

Onlytwo USstate namesout of the 50 usesolelytheseletters: OHIOand WISCONSIN
Onlytwo USpresidentsuseonly theseletters, but both with the samename:BUSH
Onlyone USvice-presidentusestheseletterst BUSH/et again.

Thereare no USstate capitalsusingonly theseletters. ThelargestUSmunicipalityusingonly
theseletters is CHIC@California) which Wikipediaranksasthe 339" most populous
municipalityin the US.Butmuchworthier of note isthe relativelywell-known OSHKOSH,

becausét isin WISCONSIMhichallowsfor the 16-letter pairingOSHKOSKNYISCONSIN.
Lessetknownplacesin the stateinclude:

H



POYSIPPIWISCONSIN
IPSWICHNISCONSIN
POSKINNISCONSIN
SWISSNISCONSIN
UNIONWISCONSIN
UPSONWISCONSIN

Thereare no countrieswhichare membersof the United Nationswhichuseonly theseletters.
Butthere isone country,anonrUNmember,whichusesthe letterst KOSOVQHowever,
KOSOV®G recognisedy over 100UNcountrymemberg soit is partiallyrecognised.

Thereare only two capitalcitiesusingtheseletters: KYI\(the capitalof Ukraine)and NUUK(the
capitalof Greenlandjtself part of the kingdomof Denmark) Interestinghow both KYI\and
NUUKare particularlynewsworthyat the moment.

Andalmostfinally, here are somefamousnames both real andfictional, usingonly someof the
14 letters:

CONFUCIUS the Chinesephilosopher

PINOCCHIO the fictional charactercreatedby CarloCollodi

HUCKEINN the fictional charactercreatedby Mark Twain

PICKWICK the fictional characterSamuePickwick createdby CharleDickens
PIUS/III the Popefor ashortperiodin 18291830

PUCCINI the ItaliancomposerGiacomaoPuccini, 1858;1924

PUSHKIN the Russiarmplaywright, AlexandePushkin 17991837

YOKGDNO the Japanesenusicianandactivist,turning 93 this month

CHOPIN the PolishcomposerFrédéricChopin,1810;1849

HICKOK the folk hero Wild Bill Hickok,18371876

Andlastof all, almostcertainlyunknownto all Journalreaders,is an Englishfootball player
calledBOBBHOPKINSOMpornin 1990,andwith a Wikipediaentry.

What elsecanbe donewith thesesingleletter symbolsBCFHIKNOPSUVW Y ?-
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Neverprideyourselfon your knowledge Always remembethatalittle knowledgeis a
dangeroushingd especiallywhenyou discoverthat AlexanderPopeactuallywrotethatfamous
quotationasiiA little learningis adangeroushing.0

Letés startwith your knowledgeof the animalworld. The Canaryislandsin the Atlantic
gottheirnamefrom whatcreature?

fiCanariespf coursed you chirp.
Wrong.

Theansweris dogs,i.e. caninesTheLatin namewasCanarialnsula,iilsle of the Dogs
becausa doglike creatureroamstheterritory. Canariegot their namefrom theislands,notthe
otherway around.Thereareno canarieon the Canarylslands.

Now | wantto talk to you aboutthe Virgin Islands.Thereareno canarieghereeither.

In our ginormoushumongousbut erraticEnglishvocabulary we discoverthatcatgutis
usuallysheepgoat,cattle,hog,horse mule,or donkeyintestinesandthatcamethair brushesare
madefrom squirrelfur.

A ladybugis a beetle andtheyde notall female.A lightning bugis alsoa beetle And a
firefly is actuallyalightning bug, which, asyou now know, is abeetle Wormwoodis a
Europearplantthatyieldsa bitter-tastingoil but containsneitherworm norwood.

In fact,awholemenagerief animalsarenotwhattheir namesndicate. Takethe
hedgehogLight versemasteBob McKenty explainsthe truth aboutthe spinyinsectivores:

No matterwhattheir namealleges,
Hedgehogsrend hogsor hedges
(Like kindredquadrupedsvith spines
Whoarend porksandarend pines).

Thekoalabearis a marsupialnotabear.Theguineapig is neithera pig nor from
Guinea it is a SouthAmericanrodent.A prairiedogis notadog;it toois arodent.Thehorned
toadis alizard, notatoad,while a silkworm is notaworm; ités a caterpillar.Half of peacocks
areactuallypeahensA titmouseis neithermammariechor mammal;ité a bird. A jackrabbitis a
hare,notarabbit. Blindwormsareactuallyleglesdizards,and,of course theycansee.
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A cuttlefishis notafish, nor arestarfish,jellyfish, silverfish,or shellfish,including
crawfish.But a seahorsés afish. Sois Bombayduck

Whatcolor is animmigrants greencard?Pink, quite obviously.Which countryis
greened Greenlandr Iceland?celand,of course Greenlands mostly coveredby anice sheet.
Theblackbirdhenis brown, purplefinchesaredistinctly raspberryred,andmanygreyhounds
comein colorsotherthangray.

Wheredo LabradorRetrieversand GreatDanescomefrom?Whereelsebut
NewfoundlandandGermany?

Wherearethe WestIndieslocateddn the Caribbeannot off the coastof India.

In whatcountrydid the Pennsylvanidutch originate?Germany Dutchwasoriginally
Deutsch the Germanfor iGermano

Now thatyou arein control of thesequirky facts,how solid is your knowledgeof nations
andtheir legaciego theworld?

Frenchfries wereinventedin Belgium.Frenchingdescribes methodof cutting
vegetablesnto long strips.Arabic numeralsvereinventedin India. The Englishhornis analto
oboefrom France Russiardressingdid not originatein Russiabutin theUS of A.

Danishpastryoriginatedin Vienna,the Turkishbathin Rome;Swisssteakin England;
Indiaink in ChinaandEgypt; Panamaatsin Ecuador;Dresderchinain Meissen;Chinese
gooseberrietgn New Zealand,Jordanalmondsn Spain;andJerusalenartichokesn North and
SouthAmericad andtheyde tubersnotartichokes.

How arerefriedbeananadeDespitethe name refried beansarenotfried twice. Frijoles
refritos actuallymeangiwell fried,0 not firefriedo

Long ago,you discoveredhatthereis no hamin ahamburgerln fact, if someonever
inventeda bulky roll with a hampattyinside,we@ havea hardtime comingup with a namefor
it.

Not only is thereno hamin ahamburgertherds no butterin buttermilk,no eggin
eggplantandno strawin a strawberry.The strawberryis not a berry, buttomatoespananas,
pepperseggplantkiwis, andwatermelonsre.A litchi nutis afruit of the soapbernfamily.
Welshrabbit, often calledWelshrarebit,is a meatlesslishwhoseprimaryingredientis melted
cheeseAn eggcreamcontainsneithereggsnor cream.lts ingredientsaremilk, chocolatesyrup,
anda jet of seltzerwater.Shortbreads athick cookie,anda sweetbreads not sweetandnot
bread.Ité from a calfés or lambs pancreasr thymus.

A sweetmeaisnd meat;ités a candiedfruit. Lemonsoleis aflounder,notasole,andnot
necessarilypreparedvith lemon.Although breadfruitresemble®readin textureandcolor when
baked,t containsno bread.Cold duckis the poormarts champagneApple buttercontains



applessugar,andspice® butno butter.GrapeNutscontainwheatandmaltedbarley,not
grapesor nuts.Plum puddingusuallycontainsraisins,currantsor otherfruits, butalmostnever
plums.

Now thatyoude disillusionedwith the accuracyof the nameswve bestowuponfood, ask
yourself How spoton are the nameswve assignto plant®

A peanuts neithera peanoranut;itG alegume A prickly pearis notapear;itG a
cactusA sugarplums acandy,notaplum. A Mexicanjumping beanis notabean.ltés a seed
with alarvainside.And a carawayseeds adriedfruit, notaseed.

Now, how do you stackupin your knowledgeof otherobjectsandconceptsn the
universe?

A tenrgallonhatis big, but not big enoughto hold tengallonsof liquid. The namederives
from the MexicanSpanishsombrerogalon, fhatwith braidsor ribbonso A peajacketisnd
green,nor doesit resemblea pea.The namederivesfrom the Dutchword pijjekker,meaning
fjacketmadeof coarsevoolenmaterialo And in dry cleaning,all itemsareimmersedn aliquid
solution.

Leadpencilscontainno lead;they containgraphite.Briar pipesaremadeof therootsof
white heather A shootingstaris actuallyameteor A Douglasfir is apinetree,awitch hazelis
anelm, andabanandreeis anherb,notatree.

Finally, herds a brief historyquiz. Answersfollow on page77.

1. Thesidesof Old Ironsidesweremadefrom what material?

2. In whatmonthdo Russianselebratehe OctoberRevolution?
3. WhatwasGeorgeVI & first name?

4. Whatwasthe cesareasectionnamedfor?

5. How long did the HundredYear®War last?

6. How long did the Thirty Year®War last?



TILING MINIS

Charles Montpetit, Montreal, Quebec (montpetitc@yahoo.ca)

Special editor’s note: | see a lot of crosswords in a lot of different places, but I've never seen one

that works quite like this. Give it a try, you might be surprised! Answers appear on page 78.

Four Minis

Grid 2

Across:

1. Hay cube

Greek god

About / word prefix
For / before
Sensory organ

1. Lincoln / Shinzo

SeNom

Grid 4

Across:

1. Movie dog
True /old coin
You (Sp.)

The (Fr.) / note
Tip / stop

1. Just a number

ST N

Grid 1

Across:

1. Tariff / menu
Glazer / mafiosa
First named
Nanny, to a kid
Exists (Fr.)

1. Absorbed

SoOoNOO,M

Down:
. Naked / empty
. Surface

. The (Fr.) / Word suffix |

. Brava (Sp.)

1
2
3
4. Founded (abbr.)
8
10. Egyptian god

1. Lake/flan suffix
5. Think / stew
6. Yours truly
7. 51

9. Residue / tree
11. Kong / echo

Down:

1. Commedia dell'___
2. Viewed

3. (With 10D:) Voila
4. Total / soap

8. Amazement
10.(See 3D)

7
2i LQOE
2 JENILINE

Down: n

1
2
3
4
8
1

0.

Good / ticket

Good / cards
French island / note
Uh (Brit.)

Exist

Prof's underling

1

Down:

0

1. Stone/Watson

2. Regrets

3. Peoria st./ he (Fr.)
4.
8
1

Annex
Social suffix / go (Lat.)
Guffaw

1
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Four Tiles

Grid 2

Across:

1. Hay cube
Greek god
Shredded

King / jet
Lincoln / Shinzo

ONA~W

Grid 4

Across:

1. Movie dog
True /old coin
Dead / tardy
Proceed

Just a number

N~ w

Grid 1

Across:

Tariff / menu
Glazer / mafiosa
Lion's pride
Stop/___ stop
Absorbed

ONPhW=

Down:

Naked / empty
Surface

Brava (Sp.)
Lung noise
Top / Ahmed

wooh =

Grid 3

Across:

1. Lake/ flan suffix
Think / stew
Fruit / light
Short facial hair
Kong / echo

o NAw

Down:

Commedia dell'__
Viewed
Amazement

Info

Brazenness

oo =

op

Down:

Good / ticket
Good / cards
Exist

Weight

Word / duration

oo =

Down:

1. Stone/Watson

2. Regrets

5. Social suffix / go (Lat.)
6. Hi/hard rain

9.  -mell




Four Tiles (Assembled)

19 20

21 22

Across:

Tariff / menu
Hay cube
Glazer / mafiosa
Greek god

Colt maker

9. Sound/firm

12. Back / raise

14. For fear that

15. Absorbed

17. Lincoln / Shinzo
19. Lake / flan suffix
21. Movie dog

23. Think / stew

24. True / old coin
25. Lo-cal

27. Dull / fabric

30. Serve / be likely
32. Clean

33. Kong / echo

35. Just a number

N OTW =

Down:

Good / ticket

Good / cards
Naked / empty
Surface

8. Exist

10. Brava (Sp.)

11. Back / follow
13.Pro___

16. Say / William

18. Orb / Kirsnick

19. Stone/Watson

20. Regrets

21. Commedia dell'___
22. Viewed

26. Social suffix /go (Lat))
28. Amazement

29. Rabbit/ ___ Krishna
30. Valley / Carnegie
34. Hairstyle

36. Chivalrous act

e



Four Tiles (Recombined)

Il |
0
1 )

20

’ ) .
- il

31. Lincoln/Shinzo  69. Exam / shell
33. Kong / echo 71. Split

35. Justa number  73. Don / erode
37. Lion's pride 79. Dead / tardy
39. Stop/____stop  80. Dull / fabric

47. Split / sped 81. Sound / firm

Across:

1. Tariff / menu
3. Hay cube

5. Lake/flan suffix
7. Movie dog

9. Glazer/mafiosa

10. Greek god 48. Bag / add 82. Proceed

11. Think / stew 49. Hit musical 83. Clean / stain
12. True /old coin ~ 50. Turkish coins ~ 85. Drop / rip

13. Colt maker 52. King / jet 86. For fear that
15. Volume 53. Grant

17. Lo-cal 56. Hasty/swelling  Down:

19. Alley / Artis 58. Drop / split 1. Good / ticket
22. Back / raise 63. Fruit / light 2. Good/ cards
24. Hair / whip 64. Queue /verse 3. Naked/empty
26. Serve / be likely 65. Pal /"l win" 4. Surface

28. Left / Kanye 66. Den (obs.) 5. Stone/Watson
29. Absorbed 68. Hair / fabric 6. Regrets

7. Commedia dell'
8. Viewed

14. Exist

16. Brava (Sp.)

18. Social suffix / go (Lat.)
20. Amazement

21. Weight

23. Lung noise

25. Hi/ hard rain

27. Info

30. Word / duration

32. Top / Ahmed

4. -mell

36. Brazenness

38. Story

40.Pro __

41. Rabbit/ ___ Krishna
42. Meadow (Scot.)
43. Experiment

44. Orb / Kirsnick

45. Hairstyle

46. Strong wind (Scot.)
51. Train track / fume
94. Challenge

55. Goodbye (Brit.)

57. Robust / drag

59. Chime

60. Virus / origin

61. High / far-fetched
62. Nuisance

67. Japanese clan

70. Back / follow

72. Meadow (U.S.)

74. Uncommon

75. Dull / cloak

76. Say / William

77. Chivalrous act

78. Mound
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A chronogramis a pieceof writing thatcontains
letterssignifying ayear.Therearea few different
approachesnecantaketo buildingthem You
couldremembehow we all startedusingZoomin
2020 andeferto thatyearasaZoomzond& a
200M 20NE. Thise x a m palittee inslegant,
especiallywith thatextraO, butyou gettheidea:
changethe numberto its nearestetterequivalent.

More often,chronogramsiselLatin numbers and
asktheir intendedaudienceo do someadditionas
well astransliterationAll theLatin numbersseen
in theinscriptionat right everyl, C,V, M, L,
andDd all addupto theyearof establishment
printedatthebottom.Thisd o e seerdterribly

elegantither,althoughat leastit doesinvolve 102 YY@K/NZ y #F BEIBY (i diNA & &
everywordin thenumbering:somefi i mpur e o
chronogramslo not.

Trying to addLatin numbersasin VnlVersaabovefeelsextrastrangebecausé +Vd o e s n 6 t
equallVd in Romannumeralsthe positionof I, X, andC mattersbutthe aboveexerciseasksus
to pretendthatit d o e sViVGi ts. dlontRome.In fact,i t ndtanything.

OtherLatin chronogramsreselective countingsomeof thefi R o nmamerall e t tnar s 0
phrasebut not others.A friend invited meto a2009partywhosethemewasii cMMIX i n @ndo
| restrainedmyselffrom pointingoutthew o r dandits lasti.

My Day Closedl s In Immortalityis aninscriptionon QueenElizabethl Gosnbd theinitial
lettersindicateshediedin MDCIII, 1603.But we haveto readonly theinitials here,ignoringthe
dinfi Cl o andtldegecond infi | mmo r tHadElizabgthmibaculouslylived to 1630
MDCXXX d thetombmakersvould havefacedagreaterchallenge.

(Thed p e r ¢thwmrogram ChronograMd indicatesheyear900.1 hopethe Englishspeaking
world hadanice partyaboutthatbackthen.)

Chronogramsrealsopopularin HebrewandArabic traditions,butl 6 mat qualifiedto unpack
those muchlessto evaluatehem.Looking atthe Latinatechronograms|, 6 morefrustratedoy
theirimperfectionghanadmiringof theiringenuities.

Is it possibleto takethe Romannumeraldor modernyearsandexpresgshemin away that
commemoratesachy e aeventsZouldonetake,for instance 19110 MCMXId and
transformit into acommemoratiomf the ChineseRevolution? 6 mazleanattempt,covering
onesignificanteventfrom eachof theyears190020258 andoccasionallytwo or three Can you

oy



guess what events are being covered? Fair warsamgesignificant events malge upsettingto
remembed b ut  histoaytfod you

1900. M.P.confrontsquantum

1901. Monaochrome Girs

1902. Moonproject: amazng Trip

1903. Makecanopyzoam in Wrig h tfiistd
1904. My perfect gamed big seves

1905. Moscow: massgrave

1906. Megashak movesBig-Sur

1907. M oneyscaremeansreseve originates

1908. Motor ca r mmabketvigorizaion

1909. Mountscomp a s veirngape

1910. Major coup: M ex.

1911. Marchusmakeexit

1912. JanesCame r o0 exhobg

1913. Measurecashmoney?Tax itin IRS

1914. Army combat, expansve

1915. Sulbmergerce (boom! ) eé-voyagers

1916. M aketracks: ammor, boxy heavies

1917. Moscow: Marxd sision

1918. M acabrepneunothora virus,rising

19109. Temperarte maxixe

1920. Womancomes, X0 box

1921. Massare: ugsane xenophobesaxing

1922. Monaich 6t@nb: exposeextra-big shiine

1923. Untemengh man, ex-expressonist, prisoner
1924, Enomouscosmos: extra x-raysin hearens
1925. A M n k eourroan exponentsexhort, fervent
1926. Massahusettdoane r axygyenhexaneresevoir
1927. 5809km acrossmajor expansegxpressvoyagein airboat
1928. Phamacy matter:exogenousexuviatedfung bits
1929. Pampous,cheekymenhex stax tix

1930. M ore cartoonMouse:art-boxes,text boxes

1931. MobsterCaponemakestax hax? Sweatba! (Prison.)
1932. May-15 coup: PM ex-Japanesex-personex-breathng beng

1933. Maybeconsume XXX inebiantsagan?

1934. Gemanautar a méns extraextenseshvs

1935. Mo n ot entrgr@® gameboxd expensedax newes
1936. Malcontent Games?Extraneoushoaesextenuateevent, Nazs!
1937. FumescombusB expungeex-extantvoyagersn skies

1938. March! Gemansanne next X, takeoerininnerAustra
19309. More combatantsSaxons,bureawx, Axis.Next é ?

1940. Staomp French amy exuberanty

1941. Menae bombsexternd piers

1942. Emergerty groupmentexpds oppostion

o



1943. Manycorpsnenexeunt Stdin ésg/ganfi W 0
1944, M akebeahfront, my XenophonsLiv e!
1945. A Abomb createsAppomattax! QAlso: graves.)

1946. Homefrontpregnawy: makepre-Xers,love, whoope!
1947. Mach-1 (max) flyoverin air
1948. Manufacture Gemanfi xe s 1@dding parition

1949. Ma o éosp:i P eMsatx, prolesinexur b s 0
1950. Assertment:i SGRETENEMY PLOT ! o
1951. M ajor pentahrome linkup

1952. Monaich female, British

1953. STEM sequenesgenane Ossbte proteénfiihgerpin t 0
1954, Humansecerrment?Repusive

1955. 0 Braboycottsmotorbuseswalks brave

1956. M otorcarsassenble over interstate

1957. Spherofom ecapesatmospherd Look! Soviet Sputrik!
1958. Mercy me! Peopevie w &iGi

1959. Sams a r chabigesmonk rulerin externe

1960. Youngsane cham relaxes

1961. Merry spaemanflexes:Gagarn

1962. Arms, Cuba?Engagenent, stressfliextra-nigh brink

1963. StatemanJack, martyr: LH O 6Tsxasgunfire hits, assagsates
1964. SmartCo n g r neeassiréutiawssex/skin-hate Brave!

1965. Quorumd snatmentshdtersextantvoters

1966. USMC mansklaxons:ii ( ¥Yi@x s ! 0O
1967. Suprene Court: Moral Sex v.Big o tSpté
1968. Gumanwhacks ML K& exhorter,vibrant,aganstanipathy

1969. Armstrongpacesmoon,walks expressng proxyness
1970. Phenanenon:space boan-blastexpungesoxygen
1971. A A unm becomeswedt h NO®v-nonextantexpresson

1972. RMN 6 GREERyY menloottexts ex Washngtoninn
1973. Home computers:apty, Xeraxd &UI isfirst

1974. A Aé a o o shaneful exposeextortssignoff, i V-gesture

1975. M otor, copters!Nam flux, nox over

1976. Marscamd lensexposesxenosphererover witness

1977. A Myt h &cd @ 3071 dplex apex evokeseuphora, grins

1978. JanesCartermakesgente exoneratorPax Ave | srae Egyptania

1979. Ranson co u n t empldyeesextrataxpayerslran: ex-shahstate.

1980. Moscow Games?RefUSal: expressesii t Ix,aeaxt 0

1981. Ms. Sperter, marry royd (XOXOXO) har!

1982. M. Jak s o maney?L uxe, extraexuberantearnngs,insane!

1983. Assument?Burealcrats, presunptuousgenerss exert extrapretext s é
IP:Int erbirtht 6 s

1984. Mac ! @uarrynenrelaxé X taxes,win votes

1985. Statesnanactor, meetandogue.Exert pharyrxes,extroverts!

1986. BOOM! Catastrophemande ex-powerfi & r u sostarnavigators

1987. Arms?ContrasZEmbezze expenses? g , extravagantfibs?Stan!



1988. Forum compds pax ex exturba: Sovietsquit Afghanstan

1989. Smashcementbulw a r k Xxé E tox$n expanse
1990. Superzom cosmos-exposured dpe
1991. Norman Schwartzkopfmastersxchange | raq

1992. M ORE race-meanness(?'¢xacerbateKingriots
1993. Bombs, WTC? Tame, exceptin posteror-sight
1994, Ama z o préfase: meretextbook, paperbak, print purveyor

1995. Moot court?Mort ex-spousecontroversy

1996. i B ey co w meat?Expectorate! Avergon!

1997. Amp seach progran, excavatefinestinternets

1998. Mr. C6 smp (subtet: il arviest,finestint er n o)
1999. HomogenousashmarksSao n ycongn e nexp@rses
2000. MarkeBomb.net

2001. Monumentperishes

2002. EU-membershp rises

2003. Humangenane Qgparitioning

2004. Sumatratsunami event

2005. Strean, webmavens!

2006. MeagemessagesyastTwitter

2007. ABar t phioNved@t o iPeode?

2008. Obama onwving aspratons

2009. Guantanmno, Sotanayor, | ran, sexts

2010. Abatenent: HM O expense

2011. Mute Osana, expertsnper

2012. Atom smasherexposes Hig g sid s

2013. Major PM: Xi Jinping

2014. Mu s a ine@aerrorextensve

2015. A Mury same-sex @vents

2016. Trump samehowprexy, ohvi

2017. Ammo exposureVegasgathern g éhsotng
2018. #MeToopromoters:i X&navesinjuresisters,naio n 0
2019. Tormentfrom i B xitéaxo

2020. Symptoms, poxd expanse

2021. Rampage!Trump 6psoxy attax strike

2022. A Mt r y oarhok ex-JSSRboxesin Ukraine

2023. Transhumanboom: fi KertexpertAl inubet y ! o
2024. Mustermassexports?Xi overtakes
2025. Gubd mntarresinent:ext e nextré severe

Answers start on page .A8opingto write somebright, positivesummarie®of theyearsahead®
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Did MargaretPetherbridgeFarrar then the leadingeditor of crosswordshavea shotgun
weddingWe can@be sure,but certaindetailsof her life story point in that direction. The
weddingwasthe culminationof ayearslong courtshipbegunin the sameofficeswhereshe
beganher career.

JohnChipmanFarrarwasa literary man. But not, he would hastento add,a pretentiousone:

It would be a borefor mefor meto publishonlyfor the highbrow.l like the
omiddlebrowg | like the dowbrow £ | havealwaysdespisedhe literary snob.l likea
goodstory,andam boredby a pretentious,dull book,no matter what scholarlycloakit
wears.

He®@ producedpoetry andtwo one-actplays Nervesvasinspiredby histime asa World War |
pilot. He@ done somework for the NewYorkWorld after the war, where ProsperBuranelli
introducedhim to Petherbridgen 1922.Hed write book criticismfor Timeandmovieandplay
criticismfor other publications Buthistrue gift wasediting.In 1926,he wasturning thirty and
editingthe literary journal TheBookman.

Byall accountshe wasgenerousandsociable whichmadehim popularin the cutthroat
publishingsphera yet he wasalsoshrewdenoughto surviveit.

Hed left the World for TheBookmarby 1923,but he@ neverlost touchwith the alsooutgoing
Petherbridge He@ beeninvolvedin the early crosswordpuzzlebooks,andunlike othersin that
sphere,he seemedmore than willing to giveherthe credit for them shewasdue.

Newsof their engagemenbrokeon April 7 in the St.LouisPostDispatchwhichannounced
their weddingwould be in June. Atwo-month leadtime would not be unreasonablan 1926.

Yetthe date seemsto havebeenmovedup: it took placeFriday,May 28, 4:30,at the St.
Bartholomew® chapelin New York.At leastone sourcenoted the unconventionalityof a Friday
wedding(TheDailyNews,May 29, by dDebutanté). It couldhavenoted that Juneweddings
were more traditional, too.


https://www.journalofwordplay.com/TJoW7.pdf
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(NEWS photo)
~ 1 NO SUPERSTITION can faze Margaret Petherbridge. A
i fashionable society eontingent yesterday saw her married
ﬂ to John C. Farrar in St. Bartholomew’s church chapel. The
bride wore splendid costume of cream colored satin covered

with old rose point lace and long veil of white tulle. The
blueblood newlyweds leaving the church. _Story on page 5.
¢ KSI NMISNRERHWYE2 dzy OSYSy i @

Coveragef the weddingput Margaret@ NewYorkWorld crosswordeditorshipin the past
tense shed left the role earlierthat year. Petherbridgewould later saysheleft the World
awhenour childrenstartedcomingalongé Sheclaimedher oldest,JohnCurtisFarrar,camein
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March1927,in correspondencé examinedn the BeineckeRareBookand ManuscriptLibrary
at YaleUniversity.

March4,1927,would be 280daysafter May 28,1926.1tQ possibleMargaretand Johnhada
productivehoneymoon.lt@ alsopossiblethe two editorsfound themselvesin afamilyway £
got marriedfast, then deditede the youngerJohr@ birthdate to getthingsjust on the right side
of propriety. Thereschedulingdf the marriage asif in haste,would seemto supportthat
theory. Sowould Margaret@ memoryof leavingher job becauseof her incomingchildren,not
her marriage despitethe actualtiming of her departure.

Tobe clear,thisisall circumstantial Thereare other reasongo changea weddingdate (evento
a Friday) Honeymoonbabiesarereal. Soare memoryglitches.But Johnand Margarethad
knowneachother for four years.Theylivedin cosmopolitanNew YorkCityduringthe sexual
revolutionof the JazzAge.Suchthingsdid happen.

In anycase the PetherbridgeFarrarmarriagewasr@the end of Margaret@ crosswordcareer.It
wasrevenacompletepause becausehat year,the fifth CrossVord PuzzleBookcameout.
Margaret,still workingwith Buranelliand F. GregoryHartswick wrote that crosswordshad
passedhe fad stageandésettledinto a steady,easystride €

0A steady,easystride¢ would characterizenuchof Margaret@ marriedlife. Andthat stride
would leadherto makecontributionsto the art form beyondthoseof her moreirreverent
singledays.But not for a while yet. Motherhood would preoccupyher for someyearsfirst.

Bymid-1925,the crosswordcrazewaspassén the US.TheRoanokeNorld-News,tonguein
cheek,dreportedé on January26 that Roanok®& populationof crosswordworkershad dropped
from 49,999to nine. Theseplayfulswipesdidn®Ilastlong.Bymid-1926,evenjokesabout how
passéhe crosswordwaswere passeé.

| B [IINJE FSWAT;,
Newspaper$tlllrancrosswords.though,.and o CIAIR A M ElC |
someof their pop-cultural footprint persisted. _
BlancheBrace3 dFourlLettersMeaning S UIF [UIS OR
Exaggerated.iking¢ a quaintromancein the E 1S F T A RIEN
November21 Chicagorribune followedthe AlTIA E LIA T
osolvingassynonymfor sex paradigmthat had STEICIEICIT]] o
beeneverywhereayearor two earlier. Sam 0 N
realizeshe mustcourt crosswordlovingAnneby o\v E L 8 UIGTS
writing a crosswordhimselfasaloveletter. OIN I|E Al 3 £
Annel own danswek isfoundin the one place
. S N|O IO E
where sheemploysboldfaceto solveit (see - —
right). | AININIE [RIS p
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Enquire® Fashiorand Fooddepartmentwasa (K-S 4 é 8 NE dSEF 3 ISNT KBROE



ocrosswordpuzzleporchparty¢ with more or lessblackand-white food items. Eventhis
proposalincludeda caveatfor thosesickof solving:dTocarryout the crossworduncheonidea
doesnot meanone musthavea crosswordparty. It is simplyanovelideafor at dzy O kS 2 y X

First Prize.
CROSSWORD PUZZLE PO RCH PARTY.

MENLU,
Crosaword Puzzle Sandwiches. " Crossword Salad.
Ripe Olive and Celery Puzzle Squares.
Domino lfee Cream, Hot Chocolate Sauce. Checkerhoard Cake.
lced Mocha Nectar. “Dinck and White” Candy Squares.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE SANDWICHES.

12 slices white bread. 14 cup peanut butter,
3 slices whole wheat bread. 1 tablespoon lemon Jjuice.

14 cup butter. aad -

Creagy butter, peanut butter and Jemon juice thoroughly; spread this mix-
ture on each one of the slices 6f bread. Make one pile of bread thus:
One white slice, then a dark slice on top, and then three white slices on
top of all., Make a second plle thus: wo slices of white bread, then a
slice of dark bread on top and then two more white slices of bread on top
ol all. Make a third pile thus: Four whits sllces, then one dark slice
on top. FPress a light welght on top of the three plles for a few minutes;
then cut each plle Into half-inch slices, cutting down through the piles
crosswise, Spread each one of the sllces thus tormed with ereamed but-
ter, then put these glices together again in three piles so that the dark
squares come at Intervals to make different designs on the end, Press
under a light welght unmtil serving time, then cut down each pile cross-
wise to form a'small square sandwich with a design of dark and white
bread squares, Berve one or two of these sandwich squarecs to each
guest according to the number of personas to be served,

CROSSWORD SALAD,

2 large heads Iceberg lettucae. Whipped cream.
3 ounces cream cheese, Blackberry Jelly.
Method.

Remove outside leaves from lettuce and cut the lettuce Into six three-
fourths-inch slices. Placa one slice of lettuce on each salad plate and
trimn the corners to form a square, Molsten the cheese to a ‘'spreading’’
consistency with whipped cream, then wover the top of each lettuce
square with the cheese mixture. Cut l”‘ blackberry J‘;ll&’ Into half-inch
squares and arrange these jelly squares on top of the cheese to form
dark and llght checkered designs.
102y (i SYLR NIf 8B/ iy 5 R &

Andwith its $150contest,the Philadelphidnquirerwasthe lastoutlet offering big moneyfor
a2t o Smemntddptates.

Butacrossthe Atlantic,crosswordcontestswere still big, especiallyin Britain.R.RCrosswords
viaTheEveningDespatchoffered £600andagrandpiano;the Motor CrosswordCompany
offered £100anda car. Crosswordsnadefrequentfodderfor UKradioannouncements.
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Inthis parallelcrosswordmarket, literary critic and prolific translatorEdwardPowysMathers
wasbeginningto thrive. MathershadtranslatedSyrianand Sanskripoemsanda French
versionof 1001ArabianNights.In 1924,he composeda crosswordwith a more indirect style of
Of dzA yi ¥rifugeliknbof friends,not the public.

Oneof thosefriendsignoredhiswishesandsuppliedit to the SaturdayWwestminster MathersQ
annoyancdadedatfter the Westminstempersuadecdhim to producemore undera pseudonym.
Hedid twelve before the Westminsterfolded, mostanimatthemed,andreprintedthem in 1925
asWordPuzzlesn RhymeCrossword$or RiperYearsForhisnew career,he took the name
Torquemada from the first Grandinquisitorof Spain.Thusbegana tradition of écrossword
settersg asthe UKcalledthem, namingthemselvedor notorioustorturers.

X.—Wilfred VIII.—The Flying Storks VII.—The Horned Owl
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In asense,Torquemadavasactuallytwo people.Edwardd wife Rosamondto whom he
dedicatedhismostromantictranslations built the gridsfrom alist of wordshe® selected.Then
Edwardwrote the clues.Ashiswife remembered:

| seehim sitting crossleggedin bed,with a puzzlein front of him, lookingverylike a
somewhatrelaxedBuddha,a cigarettebetweenhisfingersand eyesfixedin the
distanca until somethingclicksand,with a contentedsmileor discontentedshrug,he
writesonthelistin front of him, andticksoff the word in gaily colouredchalk.Or
prowlingaroundhisshelvesn baggyflanneltrousers hisshirt openat the neckand
sleevesolledabovethe elbow,in searchof a quotationthroughwhichhewouldleadhis
solvergo reador rereadsomefavouritein verseor prose.Orsitting at a table in the
livingroom, kitchenor garden,oneanklerestingon the other knee,a handhuggingthe
foot, drawingmarginaldecorationsn vari-colouredchalkswhile he broodson some
uninspiringword.

In 1926, Torquemad& work continuedat TheObserverlts wider circulationwould cementhis
leadershipin the field. Duringhistenure, TheObservercrosswordwvould cometo be considered
the world@ hardest.But Britishsolverdikedit hard.



TheTorqguemadaof 1926hadawaysto gobefore he refinedhis cluingstyleinto the styleseen
in crypticcrosswordgoday, but he wasalreadyfinding creativewaysto bedevilsolvers.c1578
Spanistbookon drugswasthis,€ rana cluein the first crosswordwhichalsowarnedthat
thingswould get harderfrom here:Certainnovelfeatureswill be introducedby degreese

V.—The Swan
1 2 |3
4 5 7
g8 |9 10 11 |12 15
14 15 16 17
18 |19 |20 21 22
23 249 25 26
27 |28 29 30
31 J2
33 4
35 36 37
38 39 40
41
H 4%
43 44
HORIZONTAL. 15. A port in France from which a con-
queror came. [name.
1.1 am the cross-word setter's base He was not French, and neither is the
device 17. Why dine with hate and me, if there
For making non-existent words are smiles
suffice. And kisses on the bill at Eustace
4. Initials only—wrote about the strife Miles ?
"Twixt heart and tongue of neither 18. Beside an island which was me
maid nor wife. The western wind awoke the sea.

Iy 2 (2KE2ND | Y R B A1E0/G2rY Ld & R SIRAR 84D 848 a4 ¢



-

CROSSWORD:

I.—-FEELERS.

We offer three prina of Three Guineas, Two
Quineas, and One Quinea, for a correct solu.
tion of the accompanying Crouword Pro-
blem.

The prizes will be awxrded in ordcr to thr
first three corrvect solutions’ opened afier the
date fized below far their receipt.

Paste down your completed aguare on a
picce of paper and post to the Editor, Tmx
Onsgrvea, 22, Tudor-sireet, " London, ‘E.C.4,
witk * Crossword—I." ‘marked plainly on the
top left-hand cormer’ of -the envelope. ATl
solutions must rcoch THE Onmvm by first
post on’ Thursday nexts

' By Torquemada,

TAIl covipelitors muet accept. the- Editor’s
decisfon as-final, and legally binding. Legi-
tithate clayms _for alternative solutions will
be conmdered, thouah no freasons can bg
published for or against the judgments passed
on them, -

This, the firsl prodlem, {a, as {t were, a put-
ting out of feelera from selter to solver, and
Jrom solver to setler.” A beginning has.been
made ‘with an unusial number of varied
lights; when the taste of competitors haa
been - gauged, problems will be . prepared
accordingly, and certain movel lcaturu wxu
be introduced by degrees.
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Twoother crosswordsof note appearedn Europethat year,one signifyinglife andlovet the
other, despairand death.

Thefirst wasthis butterfly-shapedékrossword by lepidopteristand famous novelistladimir
Nabokov sentto hiswife Vérathe yearhe publishedhisfirst novel,Mary. He® later become
the author of Lolita, PaleFire,Pnin,andother works.
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Themostbizarrer andfortunately,unusuat crosswordstory of the yearwasthe March4
suicideof Antal Gyula,a 25-yearold waiter in BudapestHungary At the EmkeKavéhazAero
Café) Gyulacamein andordereda coffeejust after midnight. He calleda numberon the cafe@
telephone,repeatedly,but nobodypickedup.
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Aboutan hour later, the cloakroomattendanthearda bangfrom the men@room, anda second
bangwhensheopenedthe door. Insidelay Gyulapistol in hand,blood gushingfrom hishead
andchest,a crosswordandsuicidenote in hispocket.

NAGYVARAD B Emke kdvéhaz
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Gyulawasdepressedunemployed.andnow homelesshavingbeenevictedafew daysprior.
But hisnote claimedthere were more specificreasondor hisend andthat the crossword
wouldrevealthosereasons andthe other partiesconcerned.

Hungariarpolicegaveup trying to solveit after amonth, sowe mayneverknow Gyula3 last
messagéeo the world. Andthat@the realtragedyof suicida all thosechancego explainor
continueone®@ own story, snuffedout.

Our story will continue i1927t nextissua with a few notablemen and womerfinding their
voices Be here for thdte
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Severakecentarticles([1], [2], [3]) haveexploredthetopic of booktitle anagramswherethe
title of onepublishedbookis ananagranof anotherealbook. For example William
Shakespeats Hamletis ananagranof Marie CorelliGs 1887novel Thelma

In this articlewe goin adifferentdirectionthatleadsto severalfun challengeslf we expressa
booktitle anagranusingthe notationA z B, whereA andB arethetwo booktitlesandfz 0
meangis ananagranof, like Hamletz Thelmaités naturalto askif constructionsuchas

A +BZ C+ D exist,whereA, B, C, andD areall booktitles. Wedl call thisa 2/2 anagram
sincetherearetwo bookson eachsideof the fiequation ®hetwo sidescanalsobe unequalsuch
as2/1(A+Bz C)or3/2(A+B+Cz D +E).Wecall amulti-bookanagranof anysizea
bookshelfanagram asit is naturalto envisiontheanagran{especiallya largeone)astwo setsof
booksnextto eachotheron abookshelf.

A 2/2 examples shownatright, photographe@n oneof my bookshelvesSpanningnorethana
centuryin publicationdateswe have(1) Montrose an

1892biographyby Mowbray Morris, (2) In Blackand

White a2013collectionof printsfrom the Victoria and

Albert Museum,(3) 20105 Nota Wake and(4) The

CrimsonBlind, a 1905detectivenovelby FredM. White.

We only usethe booktitles for theseanagramsopf course

(notauthornames) sothefactthatthe authorof The

CrimsonBlind is WHITE, aword thatappearsn thetitle

In Blackand White is just aremarkablecoincidence.

How hardis it to find amulti-book anagraniike this,
whethersmall(like 2/2 or 3/3 or 4/4) or large(say20/20)?
This questionis closelyrelatedto the conceptof fisuppord
introducedby RossEcklerin [4]. Whensomespecific
constructionis to bemadefrom a subsebf n objectsthe
valueof nthatjust barelyallowsonesolutionis knownas
the support asit providesan estimateof the numberof
objectsneededo supportthe existenceof a solution.

Sometimestés possibleto calculatethe supportvalue

exactlyby combinatoricor probabilisticmethodsput often

ités not, soan estimatehasto suffice. To getagood

estimatewe gatheredsomedatausinga computerprogram

thatperformsa bunchof randomtrials andaverageshe

numberof anagramg$oundin eachtrial (atechnique

knownasthe Monte Carlomethod).For smallnumbersof

bookson eachsideof theequation(upto 3/3 or 4/3) it is

possiblejn areasonabl@amountof computertime, to do 9 OB 2K 2AGRKIA Nib K Kb @2
this with an exhaustivalgorithmfor countingall the F oy | 3R ozA @l SEaSyai

















































































