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acet . | acetacetic

acks . | packsacks

anap : | anapanapa

anti : | antiantibody

anti .| antiantidote

anti : | antiantienzyme
anti .| antiantitoxin

arch : | archarchitect
army : | barmy army

atin : | gelatinating

atin : | gratinating

bang : | alibangbang

beri .| antiberiberin

beri : | beriberic

chin : | chinching

chin : | Cochin - China
chis .| craniorhachischisis
chis .| rachischisis

clem . | Clemclemalats
coli . | colicolitis

cora . | coracoradialis
cous . | couscousou

dfor : | Blandford Forum
eeds . | reed - seeds
einst . | Bose- Einstein statistics
eniz . | denizenize

ethyl : | methylethylacetic
ever . | never ever

four . | four - four time
geor : | George Orwell




great great - great - grandfather
hiop Carphiophiops

humu humuhumunukunukuapuaa
hypo hypohypophysism

iber antiberiberin

idan notidanidan

ights night - sights

ileo lleo - ileostomy

ingl jinglingly

ingl minglingly

ingl tinglingly

ious homoiousious

jack Jack Jackson

koun Youkounkoun

kowa Nkowakowa

lite polite literature

lypo family Polyporaceae
mani Chimanimani

meha Kamehameha

micro micromicrocurie

micro micromicrofarad

micro micromicron

moya moyamoya

napa anapanapa

ncol Lincoln College

ngui panguingui

nize denizenize

north north - northeastward
north north - northeastwards
north north - northwestwards
nuku humuhumunukunukuapuaa
ootr shoot - root ratio

ophi ophiophilism

ophi ophiophilist

orali moralioralist

oste osteosteatoma

ostr postrostral

peri peripericarditis

philo philophilosophos
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phio Carphiophiops
phor camphorphorone
phos phosphosilicate
pinus Spinus pinus
quin guingquina
quin quinquino
rinac Arinacrinachd
ring bearing ring
ring firing ring
ring spring ring
round ground round
south south - southerly
south south - southwesterly
spho amorphous phosphorus
spho bisphosphonate
star star - staring
super supersuperabundance
super supersuperabundant
super supersuperabundantly
super supersuperb
super supersuperior
tche Tchetchentsish
toma stomatomalacia
Should auld acquaintance be
ulda
forgot
umin aluminum industry
vaso vasovasostomy
vice vice - viceroy
wing swing - wing
wisty twisty - wisty
xyli Leifsonia xyli xyli
ypla work - study - play plan
zint Pipilzintzintli
tKS ¢2NRa BNRUES B NBRWBIRRA o 8 ¥ b K
agas Aga- sagas
alces Alces alces
ayer ayer - ayer
beri beriberi




bison Bison bison
bunya bunya - bunya
chin chin - chin
china chinachina
chop chop - chop
cous couscous
devil devil - deuvil
drip drip -drip
four four - four
frou frou - frou
gang ganggang
gluck gluck - gluck
gong gong - gong
gris grisgris

guit guitguit

hots hotshots

hush hush - hush
ilang ilang - ilang
khus khuskhus

kina kinakina

lead lead - lead
lomi lomi - lomi
mahi mahi - mahi
mako mako- mako
mange mange- mange
mony Mony Mony
neti neti neti

never never - never
niam Niam- niam
onga onga- onga
pinc pincpinc

piou piou - piou
quack guack - quack
quae Quaequae
quina quinaquina
rewa rewa - rewa
riro riroriro

sing sing - sing
strum strumstrum




talky talky - talky

tick tick - tick

topa Topatopa

tuco tucotuco

turn Turn! Turn! Turn!
wakey wakey - wakey
whos Who's Whos
yeah yeah - yeah

ylang ylang -ylang
zero zero - zero
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ROT

TOUR
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TENOUR

FORTUNE

FOURTEEN
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FOURTEEN

BEFORTUNE

UNFORESTED

FLUORESCENT

UNPERFORATED

UNFORGETTABLE
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PERFUNCTORI NESS
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AURISCOPICALLY

CAPSULOCILIARY

CONNATURALISED

UNDECLARATIONS

CONTRANTISCION

TRICONSONANTIC

CONTRAVENTIONS

NONCONTRASTIVE

DIVERSILOQUENT

VENTRILOQUISED

ELEPHANTICIDES

ENCEPHALITIDES

FICTIONALISING

LIGNIFICATIONS

FRACTIONALISES

STERNOFACIALIS

IMPASSIONATING

MISPAGINATIONS

IMPENETRATIONS

OPINIASTREMENT

INTERSCAPULARS

PARTICULARNESS

MISINCORPORATE

PROCREATIONISM

ORTHOEPISTICAL

PHOTOREALISTIC

PERINEOSCROTAL

REPERCOLATIONS

PLEUROCENTESIS

SUPERSELECTION

PRECONSOLATION

SPIRONOLACTONE

PREINSULATIONS

UNIPERSONALIST

PROTOMAGNESIUM

SPERMATOGONIUM

SUPERINDIGNANT
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SUPERINTENDERS
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faurten feowertyne fouretene fowertene
feortene feowertyno fourteene fowretene
feouerteno ffortene fourtein fowrtein
feouwertene fforteyne fourteine fowrteine
feovertyne ffourtene fourten fowrten
feowertene foorteen fourtene fowrtene
feowerteno fortain fourteyn fowrtene
feowertiene fortein fourteyne furten
feowertine fortene fourteynn furtine
feowertune fouertin fourtiene fywertina
feowertyna foureteene fourtine vourteen
feowertynae foureten fovrtene vourtene

¢CKS (g2 alLSttAayada aKz2ey Ay NBR

b99 ¢ wh ),
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annexive lixive
complexively lixiviate
connexive lixiviation
fixive reflexive
fluxive reflexiveness
inflexive reflexivity
irreflexive sexivalent
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Stacks
As of August 24th, we'll no longer be releasing
new Stacks puzzles at The Atlantic Games. To
explore other games, like Bracket City, Trivia,
and the daily crossword, visit
TheAdantic.com/Games. Thank you to all the
Stacks players, for everything we've built
together.
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PUZZLE SOLVED!
You completed Stacks in 4 drops.
Come back tomorrow for a new
puzzle!
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You completed the game in 4 drops.

Total time to complete 9 minutes and 20 seconds.
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One of the words | find useful solecism But when | dictated the word in an email, it became

solarsystem Now t hatés a solecism! TBDOhalseitanssing t ypi c
error generated by dictation.

| use Siri on my i Phone, so | -recagnitonplaf@msak ( pu
and digital assistants. Why do such bloopers occur? | asked A.l., which responded:

AnSiridés dictation st rdewcgdomrtext, reliesomashateonvensationdl t e n
models rather than continuous dictation, and frequently misinterprets proper nouns or industry
terms. Additionally, Appleds strict privacy p
training compared to competitors. o
Here are other recent examples of what | uttered, followed by what was transcribed:

1 paying billsa pain pills

1 fictionalizesa fiction lies

1 predecessors predator processors

i forebodinga for boating

i Tristan and Isolde, Kristin and his old

i exegesig extra Jesus

9 acritic frienda acrylic friend

Also: soubriquetbecamesuper K(a vitamin supplementyou clippedloomed intceucalypt( y es, it &s
the plant) andjocular metamorphosed into the murderdask killer(and on another occasion,
Dracula).

All of the above are my own experiences, but | Googled for examples posted by others. When | searched
funny dictation errorsthe entire first results page consisted of linkswewlicaltranscription errors.

Selected specimengeripheral vascular diseadarned intopurple basket diseasBuprenorphine

was prescribed dsot and norfiend And a doicld sf odu mdy ntolse spati ent to

wa s

modi fied to Al founAppahreeptalty enthemwmebe mon exi

H



ABRAHAM TREMBLEY TO A POLYP: AN IMAGINARY SONNET

50 1 2 53 4 55 6 |57 _wm 59 60 [61 |62
AL AM AU L AC BD |H |G [BR |AG BN [AE [BH
b0 o1 b2 o3 o4 5 p6 o7 o8 o9 100 (101
AM |y AH AN [z 1 AU p [P U |F AU
129 [130 [131 [132 133 134 135 [136 [137
AT BG [AH [a0 X AP |AA AU [E
163 [164 [165 [166 [167
Z H [BE [BC [AH
196 197 198 [199 Poo o1 202
BL _|AH K [E AT ]AA |AS
255 P56 [257
IN [BI [BB
84 285 286 87 [288 [289 [290 [291 296
BI AW [AM BP |C I [BI BA
B26 P27 28 [29 B34
s U U H AX
B6s P66 [67 Pes Pey
AK [BB AL BT [A1
ko3 04 [05 |06
A 0 N |am
bao ha1 [az a3
Z _[BM_[BG [BN
71 72 W73 474 475 476
v_[F a0 [BB [BC
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51 yASt DFf ST FyR aiOKI St DNX Y i K
AApparently these gentl emen have some cherished sys

0Abraham Trembley, in a | etter t o nRetnh®& Abnitoog rnaep
Abraham Trembley of Genevdal784&hyntadalmsn R.ndBd

The naturalist Abraham Trembley shook the ddikentific w
creatures capable of regenerating or reassembling them
were met withibotlhy, atwesantljtyni as the creaturesd exi st
and ultimately |l ed, along with the work of Carl Linnae

I nstruyctfioongd hose new to acr osttiyd epwcd alleess (i nAnt shvee rb | tamek sc
transfer those |l etters to the corresponding squares 1in
guessing words and amphidr asasasffreomiagntdxe | etters in reve
answering other clues.

Rhyme and meter are further solving aids.

Reading the first | etter of all the answers vertically
fellow naturalist, with attribution. The poem is al so
the latecelfrl @edgue t o t he Ronyfaolr nHanbgd etthyeTro € mh lo @ ¢l @ dii s 0V e
CLUES
The Krakenébés ar ms, whichA.fried, may turn_out _rubbery; o
299 44 379 459 215 118
What D¢rer does, when shBdows_ he depicts; _ o o
69 224 182 311 447
A cat in this aindt brok€, but isndét fixed; L L o
110 150 407 86 289 359
Ver bal equivocation, or ®.shrubbery; o L L
191 15 97 465 279
They guard the jewels | oBked_up within the Tower; L o
320 199 270 10 381 137
Type of coat thatés fasté&ned_with_a_toggle;
152 350 292 473 100 306
Painter known for subjectGs who may_joggl e; L L o
57 162 335 194 236 444
Catchphrase for one who Heigns a sorcererds power,; _ _ _ L
240 38 329 164 427 48
Dark arts, with pentagram.and_salt_and taper; __ _ o L
95 145 342 266 290 102
Foodstuff found in pockef.(chickpeas, fried); __ _ o o
156 388 6 3 21 340 211
A slight change, or get Kigh_inhaling vapor o o
353 49 183 209 402
What you might wear, a b&ad hair day_to hide; ___ o L
172 219 3009 462 53 109
To do tax paperless (butMstiill | ose_paper): o
80 243 410 346 385
The plain mate of a birdNsymbolic_of Pride; o o o
255 39 405 176 339 269



For a cephalopod, a contoOoversial _plural; _ L o
204 179 446 298 75 33
Not to bother with, steeP.clear, or swear _off; L o
98 458 229 469 195 287
Under wear thatodés |l ong (a@d rarely_floral); o o o
310 376 192 471 83 293
A stick or slat, or elseRto_ward or_scare_J[off]; _
254 125 78 263 336
Packet grits that take | 8ss_time to_soften; L L o
103 326 228 470 426 372
Type of cheese possessingdg. holes and _rinds; L L
352 303 2914 421 8
Egghead, Poindexter, geek, swot, or boffin; o
147 223 99 327
Where one sits if one isVof_two minds; _ _ _
161 333 210 89 398
They trot naively (so it®s said) to_slaughter; _ L
104 221 81 313 437
| Mam) eshebds Poloniusds dXughter; L L L L o
11 384 252 177 423 73
It didndét make it in, al¥hough it_oughter; o o
117 66 226 193 380
A board game in which faZdes_you discern; _ _ _ o
163 305 112 22 94
A type of [[T]] thatés ma&ade not far _from_Bern; __ _ o _
371 20 466 239 301 88
The beaten track, which mBght fork, end, _or turn;
47 450 233 186
What juries do when glovA€.donét fit_your_mitt; _ o _
345 391 54 149 463 234
To tout connections (AMr ADBi g _sent imeodo); _ _ __ _ o _
22 354 208 185 455 122
A gossip you might trust AEo spill the tea; _ L o
358 61 295 190 24
Unpunctual punks might fRABEnk_because_of 1it; o o o
181 253 452 46 189 344
A trickster god of commeAGe, _[[AB]ls, and_travel ; o _
397 436 218 188 59 330
How oil slicks I ook by nAHure, CDs_intentionally; o _
31 131 467 92 361 197
Where [[X]] was told to #4b.(Tom Swift, conventionally); L
454 244 32 174 369 417
When [[AE]]s meet to tradd.good yarns and_cavil; _ o o
200 9 425 160 173 25
By what ydu vsbegeg tmobeon at AK.ght o o o _
6 4 377 111 435 260
Greeting from a yogi 6s adédblyte; o o L o _
50 429 113 258 341 367
French phil osTohpeh el anghuoe wA Mt e _ _ _ L o L o
251 51 393 90 286
To be (compared to somet ANng_el se) |l ess lLight; __ _ o o
146 250 79 396 432 93
One whose recollectionbsA@ever vague; o o o o
404 275 132 2 474 35
These letters help preveAP. a_math mistake; _ _ _ o L
134 28 318 242 448
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Recently | undertook an extensive study of American dialects, and a friend told me about a
farmer named Eben Pluribus who spoke a most unusual kind of English. So | went to visit Farmer
Pluribus, and here is a transcript of our interview:

AMr. Pluribus, I hear that youdve had some t

nwell, young fella, times were hard for a sp
raiding my henhice."

>
—
<
o
c

AExcuse me, sir,o | foxe@rjected. ADonb

~

ANope, | dondt, o Pluribus replied. Al use 0X
get rid of. o

il see. Beth hwWlaskdd.oar e

fnEasy. One mouse, two mice; one henhouse, tw
slickers, but surely you know that henhece e what them birds | ive in
critters, they wutter all them peep. o0

Al think 1 dm beginning to underpeamd?you, Mr

i Nop e, pdepMoer sthan one sheep is a flock of sheep, and more than one peep is a
bunch of peep. What do you think I am, one of
Al didndét mean to insult you, sir,o | gul ped
AThen you must be a touch slow in the head, 0
one coot, two c e e tthe Engiisimanguagetso Itmake allmegulat pturale a si f vy
nouns i1rregul ar. Once theyodre alll i rregul ar,
AfiMakes perfect sense to me, 0 | mumbl ed.
AfGood boy! exclaimed Pluribus, and a gleam c

explain, them pesky foxen made such a fuss that all the meese and lynges have gone north.

AAha! 0 | shouted. AYoudbre talking about thos
two geese; one moose, a herd of meese. And lyadrdy elegan® one sphinx, a row of
sphinges; one lynx, a |litter of Il ynges. 0



AYoubre a smart fella, sonny, o0 smiled Plurid6b
scare away them foxen, but the cose were too

AOh, oh. Youbve | ost meoseagdaoBaeB@0l | amented.

AGuess you aindt so s ma thoseisthepleral ottzat thencose P ur i b
androsegot to be the plurals afatandrat. 0

AiSorry that 1 6édm so thick, but 1 6m really not
apol ogized, picking up Pluribusés cue. ACoul d
your henhice?0

il 6d be pleased to, o0 answered Pluribus. @ Wha
one of them frying pen and took off after the

| wondered for a moment what frying pen were and soon realized that because the plural of
manis men the plural ofpanhad to bepen

nWel | |, Pl uri bus went right on talKking, nt he
back to the kitchen and began throwi nbatdi sh a
part of the story stumped me for a time, until | reasoned that a school of fish is just more than one
fish and more than one die makes a roll of dice, so Una Pluribus must have grabbed a stack of
dishes and pies.

Pl uribus never stopped. i T h e mand thespestsanevel pi c e
came back. In fact, the rest of the village heard about what my wife did, and they were so proud
that they sent the town band out to the farm to serenade her with tubae, harmonicae, accordia,
fives, and dra. o

AHol d up!o0o | gasped. AGive me a minute to fi
formulais formulag so the plurals dubaandharmonicamust beubaeandharmonicaeAnd the
plural of phenomenois phenomenaso the plural ohccordionmust beaccordia 0

AYou must be one of them genii, o Pluribus ex

AMaybe, 0 | albrmnusarhassbciatio® @flemni,so onegenius,a seminar ofenii.
But let me get back to those instruments. The pluralifefis wives so the plural ofife must be
fives And the plural omediumis medig so the plural olrummust bedra. Whew! That last one
was tough. o

ifiGood boy, sonny. Well, my wife done such a
town newspaper printed up a story and ran a cougdaatbgraphim of her holding them pen,
di sh, and pice. 0

My brain was now spinning in high gear, so it took me but an instant to realize that Farmer
Pluribus had regularized one of the most exotic plurals in the English languageph,



seraphim sophotograph, photographinh.could imagine all those Pluribi bathing in their
bathtubim, as iherub, cherubim; bathtub, bathtubim.

Awell , o0 crowed Pluribus. Al was mighty pl eas
t hat ainét no surprise since folks in these h
iBr ot her , bret hrdn;r emmoti meerd,. mMelthlarten hdodught ma

you any boxen of Kleenices here?o

AiSure do, young fella. And I 6m tickIl daed pink
English language. One ox, two oxen, so one box, two boxen. One index, two indices, so one
Kl eenex, two Kleenices. Makes things simpler,



¢|9 t!' bbL¢ 2hwbhf!thbB!l &a9¢ ! b5 he¢l 9w 2 hw
F'T [ 9b D9 {

D NJS 33 {AS3St

greggl7@comcast.net

Many wordplay aficionados were probably first introduced to the concept of word mashups by

the ABefore & Aft er 0 JeopatdeQne of theensost commdnlzf e g a me s h
deployed, most popular and arguably most clever and {ptmokingJeopardyfeatures,

nBef or e & Adworl puzzlepvheee swd fatnais phrases, titles, or names overlap,

with the end of the first word or phrase becoming the start of the next.

For example, one might be prompted with AThe
crystalline sugar treat on a stringo to respo
t heme plays as Bruce Willis fighges d&éfLiveaadangu
DieHard 6 or A Hoddemdbariessekf ast entree known as a
return AEggs Benedict Arnol d. o

The show presents the concept in its general
many more targeted categories such as fAShakes
After, 0 and AMovies Before & Afteer, o as well

In the world of the major pun competitions, including the O. Henry®ffiWworld

Championships, The PUNDERDOME® in New YowWa s hi ngt on D. C. 6s PUN D
Always Punny in Philadelphia, this type of padjacent wordplay, unlike, for example, the

occasional spoonerism, does not usually fit well into general live show formats of punning on

specific words (cues) in specific cateigar(prompts).

It can be noted that in a related offshoot, in the popular, fun and versatile PUNDERDOME®

Card Game, many advanced punners do in fact use the cards in this manner for a tangential pun
challenge, in addition to also using themgoactice and training purposes. The traditional way

to play this home game is to combine the card prompts thematically into a sentence or story, but
many advanced players also will use them to create Before &#fierword mashups. For
example,ifonegik s t he cards fAComposerso and AFood, O

saying something |ike fiwWwho is your favorite c
|l &m a Bach |l overo (baklava). Alternabhdi vely, p
compete with word smushes such as AChopancake

(Haydn + Dinner Rolls) or Beethovenison (Beethoven + Venison).

However, there is an online pun game show that fomasficallyon this type of highly

enjoyable, funny and challenging wordplay. Punnit, produced in the U.K. by Tom Kwei, a
prolific pod culturepodcaster and wordplay enthusiast, is a competitive online gameshow where
guests are tasked with smashing two completelyadiége concepts together to crefatany

mashups, often referred to@snnits Through more than 80 episodes and counting, anlyp

at first and currently video, intriguing and juicy wordplagrthy category combinations have
included:



FURNITURE & SHAKESPEARE

FAMILY GUY & GREEK FOOD

JAPAN & MOVIE GENRES

SPORTS & AFRICAN CAPITALS

SEA CREATURES & BOOKS
PLAYWRIGHTS & CHOCOLATE BARS
THE BEATLES & WEATHER

AMERICAN PRESIDENTS & ROCK BANDS
SAMUEL L. JACKSON FILMS & MATHS TERMS
JAMES BOND FILMS & FISH

TOM CRUISE FILMS & COLOURS
HORROR FILMS & DESSERTS

STEPHEN KING & SPORTS

| have had the pleasure of being a participant on the show several times over the past few years.
It is held on Zoom or a similar platform and recorded for later editing and release. For each
episode, competitors are given, a few days in advance, twofsetegories to mash up. They

are usually allowed to use as creative fodder any term associated with the category, casting a
fairly wide and fertile net. In my opinion, the purest mashups, merging onedivecdly into the

other, make the best punnits, but contestants can also use rhyme, similar sounding words,
homophones, homonyms, wedéconstruction and other devices from the pun construction
toolbox to compose their submissions. Competitors can usmhyophrases but also individual

words to make the smush.

The showbés format has evolved and changed sl
competitors presents one prepared mashup in turn from the first set of catégoreshich

Mr. Kwei will immediately select the one he believes to be most funny or clever. This continues

for five rounds for each of the two sets. 1In
round, 0 i n which n e wmbinatisns greannounoed, aral paiticigaats e gor y
must instantly create a mashup in seconds on the fly. These are also judged by Mr. Kwei, with

points awarded, and askmal Jeopardy this round can often turn around the results of the
maingame.® note, | ightning round challenges might
combining one from one of the original assigned sets and one from the other. After these three
rounds, the participant with the most points is declared the winner of the episode.

Of course, one might expect that the main rounds, where careful preparation, polishing and

vetting of selections is the norm, would generate the best masingothat is likely the case, but

the exciting improv vibe of the lightning rounds with so little time allowed for creativity can also

|l ead to the creation of some surprising gems
Trevi NOF X0 fRUNK BANISAighthing&ound, crosspollinated category mashup,

and ABarbi eQSaucedo in a CONDI MENTS & TOYS cha
constructions | created for the game. But, of course, there are also many other examples of my
coming up with little more than gibberish in the scant time allotted.

Prep for the show, at least the process used by this writer, consists of developing lists of words
associated with each topic, with this background material readily found on the Internet at various

oy



sites, and then studying the lists looking for juicy pueniating mashup opportunities, focusing
most strongly on the opening and closing syllable sounds of each word or phrase on the list.

An added bonus of this research is the educational opportunities provided; for example, in the
ancient Egypt category, | learned of the havoc that weevils caused to ancient granaries, with
weevil remains found in excavated archeological sites, as wélédadt that ancient Egyptians
pioneered selfjlazing quartz materials, hence the inclusion of some of those associations in the
examples below. And of course, the opportunity to revisit the enjoyable oedithesvarious

bands, actors or authors mentioned in many categories is a plus as well.

Readers might intuit that one would need to prepare more than five mashups for each game, as
there is always the possibility that someone
usually one of your favorites, causing you to quickly scramby@tm next choice. With so many

creative competitors mining similar raw material, this can and does happen frequently, and |

have had many of my darlingsr e sent ed out from ot her me, as |
well.

Readers might also note some of the challenges inherent in international play, with, for example,
ABritish Prime Ministerso being |l ess familiar
familiar to residents of the U.K. However, as long as these are kiqa toain game, where

preparation and research is done anyway, as opposed to the lightning rounds, this is not usually

too much of a problem. Also potentially problematic captoeluct knowledge categories that

include commodities such as Car Brands or Shoe Brands or Candy Brands, where specific brands
may not be internationally wuniversal. 1, and
searches specifically ddritish (or American as the case may be) brands of these and other
commodities when doing research to ensure familiarity and representation during gameplay. In
fact , | would argue that striving to make | oc
countryin just good manners anyway.

For wordplay fans, here is a selection of mashups | have written in preparation for some of the

epi sodes of Punnit | have been on, most actua
others or otherwise held in reserve. Note that since they a@gesimeant to be spoken, written
presentation and fAipropero spelling can be sub

THE MILITARY & AMERICAN COMEDIANS O

Kevin Hatrtillery
Roseanne Barbedwire
Dave Chappellelephants
George Carlinfrantry
Amy Schumerines

Bill Burrgade

CorporAL Franken
David Lettermaneuvers



GERMANY & NICHOLAS CAGE FILMS
Con Aryan

Fast Times at Ridgemont Heidleberg

Lord of Warsaw Pact

Leaving Las Vegasessen

Rhine Valley Girl

PASTA & SPORTS STADIUMSO O
Mannicotton Bowl

BowTieger Stadium

Spaghetti O06s Park at
LasanYakima Sun Dome

Orzohio Stadium

0)0)

Camden

Yar ds

PERIODIC ELEMENTS & VIDEO GAME CONSOLES OO

BahWiiUm
Nitrogenesis
Odysseylenium
Xboxygen
Colecobalt
Sagallium
SonyNeon
Panasonickel

ROBIN WILLIAMS FILMS & GOLF
Dead BarieTtEB off

Caddylac Man

The Birdiecage

Arnold PalMERry Freakin Christmas
Hole in One Hour Photo

Night At the Museagle

Arnold PalmRV

Back Nine Months

Lie-sence to Wed

SHOE BRANDS & PUNK BANDS
Doc Martenpole Tudor

AvenEW York Dolls

Jimmy ChooSie and the Banchees

Dr. Schollny Ones

New Bal Ants (Adamdébs backup

band)



Conversetiff Little Fingers

Talking Keds

Camper Vans Beethoven

Nine Westerberg (Paul from The Replacements)
Jimmy Choosker Du

NBA TEAMS & PHILOSOPHERS
The Phoenix SuiTzus

PlaTOrontoRaptors

Friedrich NietzCHicago Bulls

Henry David Thoreauklahoma City Thunder
Confuciouston Rockets

Milwaukee Bucksminster Fuller

Henri Balzacremnto Kings

Ayn Randiana Pacers

Atlanta Hawkings

EUROPEAN CITIES & PARTS OF THE BODY
Penistanbul

Calaisbia

Versaillesinuses

Birminghamstring

MykoNose

Barcelulna

Brightonsils

Parwrist

QUEEN & ANCIENT EGYPT
Tie Your Mummy Down

Weevill Rock You

Glazing on a Sunday Afternoon
Rosetta Stone Cold Crazy

Lily of The Valley of The Kings
Who Wants to LivePharoahever
Keep Yusef Alive

John Deconopic Jar

HAND TO HAND COMBAT & ASIAN COUNTRIES
Taiwando

Afghanistanding dropkick

Kazhooksta@l Left Kazhookstan and Right Kazhookstan



Bahrain Damage
Nepalooka
Georgious George
Weigh Indonesia

GIRLS NAMES & EUROPEAN COUNTRIES
Carlatvia
Germandy
UKatie
Portiagal
Eleanorway
IsaBella Rus
Andorrothy
Great Brittany
Serbiatrice
Ann Marino

CAR BRANDS & BRITISH PRIME MINISTERS
Mercedes Benzimen Disraeli

Cadillac Neville Chamberlain

Ford Winstar Churchill

William Lambergini

Tony Belair

Dodge Ramsay Macdonald

Arthur Balfourd

Archibald Primrose Royce

Theresa Mayserati

Wordplay fan, many thousands of other mashups/punnits/before & afters await you, many much
better than these, through the archives of Punnit shows available online. You can check out past
episodes of Punnit on different podcast apps suétppke Podcasts, Castbox, PlayerFM, and,
although availability may vary, especially with some of the older audio only episodes, they are,
in my opinion,all worth seeking out. And, of course, subscribe and keep an eye out for new ones
as they appear. Some direct links include:

https://www.tiktok.com/@thepunpodcast

https://www.youtube.com/@thepunpodcast

https://open.spotify.com/show/327XIvPmn3QbgmpESWEaoA?si=29bcd53911604f26

https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/punnit-wordplay-gameshow-podcast/id1743663781



https://www.tiktok.com/@thepunpodcast
https://www.youtube.com/@thepunpodcast
https://open.spotify.com/show/327XlvPmn3QbgmpESWEaoA?si=29bcd53911604f26
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/punnit-wordplay-gameshow-podcast/id1743663781
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First, a caveat: trying to identify the first ever crossword puzzle is a bit like trying to
identify the first novel (Cervantes? Murasaki? Apuleius?) or the first science fiction story
(Verne? Shelley? Swift? Lucien?). Crosswords evolved over decaddbdroonfluence of
multiple sources and we can draw the line at many different points depending on what definition
we use. But the working def idacluedwordsquadkla cr os s
believe is sound and avoids the problems prodbgeather proposed definitions. The first draft
of this started off with a lengthy justification of this definition, but this was distracting and so is
left for an appendix | may or may not write.

I credit T Campbell és excellent series of
crossword puzzle, which | first read in the pages of this journal two years ago, as setting me off
down this rabbihole. Particularly | was fascinated by the first installment, in Issue #7, covering
the puzzlebs early history, which in other cr

The development of the crossword feels a little like the invention of gunpowder in how
the ingredients were all around independently waiting to be finally combined. Basically, people
have been composing word squares and coming up with riddles for thoo$gedss, and
several awfully crosswortike word puzzles (charades, doullerostics, enigmas) are popular
throughout much of the 1800s, but we donodot ge
a popular craze for composing word squares irl8%s, which is then followed by the first
cluedword squares in 1872/1873, turning the exercise into a puzzle by shifting the source of
amusement from coming up with the words yourself to working out the words the peitele
came up with.

These earliest crosswords were not as big or as geometdoailylex as the modern
version of the puzzle. The solution was a solid word square with no gaps or black squares
separating multiple words in the same row or column. But all the mechanics are present: you
solve a series of clues to work out the interlockirmgyds running across and down such that
solving one word gives you individual letters in yesolved perpendicular words as a hint.
Some proposed Afirstso earlier than this do n
form a grid, or not all the letters are checked (part of both an across and a down), or the
ficr os s wo rpdzale at al bubhjast a claeless bunch of words published as interesting in its
own right. Meanwhile the later developments, like a demand for negative space/black squares in
the grid, seem like mudppreciated improvements to the form but incidental to determining
whether something counts as beingdné. youdre sitting on the trai

thinkihngWh at 6 sl eat tferveword for a coll ection of maps
wor ked out that the fourth | et.tthemyountesddingdbe 6 AO
crossword.



My curiosity was piqued by the long,
inexplicable gap in between the fad for
squaring words and the first crossword puzz

in 1872/1873. Campbe of
early developments is scrupulous and

thorough, but ultimately recognizes the

impossibility of confidently asserting that the

earliest crossword he cites is in fact the

earl 1 est one to have donot
have the resources to claim whether that wa

genuinely the first of its kind, but a lot of
interesting crossedord constructions were

happening in that pe mor e
info on this era, | read other crossword b&bk

as well as articles on nineteergéntury non
crossword word puzzlés.

Something | began to notice was that
magazine calle&t. Nicholasvas cited as the [ YLD SEt Q8 NB O yism NatxcEe
source for several of the earliest milestones:
word diamond published in its pages in 1875, Will Shortz notes in hisG88ts Magazine
article Als This t heasWoognized@ssuch byrGsinnes€ESWald s wor d ?
Records. Campbell in his book notes an earlier example of a palindromic dishngred

crossword in &aint Nichola3 ssue from 1874, as well as a | at
appearance more closely resembles the modern
acrostico published in its pages in 1873 are

So | phoned ust. Nicholasand asked the editor if their crossword puzzle composer from
1873 still worked there.

Okay, no, not really, but | figured that if this magazine was such a significant contributor
to the puzzlingvorld, then it was a bit odd that nothing else was ever really said about it. It does
not number among the Victorian periodicals that held some culturally significant station and

' read Campbell ds, from which the arThicilkisisge itlse i Boxg
Anna SheThe mRinddl esamd NateA Bmpthd s1tx§ bBweh ilenhi vcearnsee ,out | ust
(whom | was psustoronMioc hbaye IPrGorfief fi th, my cowriter for the
interviewedi haisn n dltoars tRéyweedaerw) . These ot her books are fan
gl oss over the puzzlebdbs early history, or, without eve

e first half centuryxof wbiocbdsdoerdnpiiaek€ar])jvadedp FTam
Crosswocol |l ection of 1D0Domuiz2ld8s, Xwméhes$her 6t est heé
domok he Art oifn ti1h%e6 6Cr owhsiwcohr dbegi ns with an explicit
e a detailed historical account of the coming of <cr
this book, 06 that pur ptoiscee sb eoifn gt hoenlcyr atfot daess cirti bteh ebne ss
g. ., Will ShopaedbsarnhwWokedi WagsbBouitB70s chronicling #AE
uzzl|l esWoradch dwWay cetri godtdi ons into the contemporary j
6s AA Puzzling Past, o A. Ro s s, abadk |SeursGasn  fATThhoer pFeidrss
tic Variations, o all of which highlight the f ami
d into the crossword.



whose names we remember, likee Strancdr Household Wordsr AthenaeumAnd none of

the crossword books or articles citing it said anything about it at all other than its name. For all

the information given it might have been a de
dons, or a literary organ of the Aesthetic Movetrtaat printed puzzles among its poems the

way theNew Yorkeincludes gag cartoons, or, given its name, a Catholic circular whose non
crossworgrelated content was limited to hardball interviews with Cardinal Manning and fiery
denouncements of popular heresies. So it was a surprise to find, finally lookinghanghieself,

thiswas basically the horsendbuggy-era equivalent tdlighlights for Children (And maybe it

is a good reminder not to get too obsessive about all this, historical mystery or no, to remember
that it all began as just a childrends amusem

The other interesting fact that comes of lookingSapNicholass that it was published
from 1873 to 1943.

It is not really all that surprising that all theSe Nicholax i t at i ons dondét go
than 1873 if 1873 is simply the year the magazine came into existence! | decided to clifeck out
other magazines were doing wisit Nicholasvas beforest. Nicholagpopped up.

Maj or childrenés magazihkes Yout heEliGe mp anis
1929),0ur Young Folk$1865 1873), andl'he Little Corporal1865 1875). The latter two, in
particular, seemed like likely spots to potentially discover the earliest crossword puzzle because
they folded around the same tir§e Nicholaswvas f ounded and fdAmerged i nt
likely that St. Nicholasvas a sort of successor to them in other ways, including potentially that
there may have been overlap of staff, and that the early crossword puzzles appé&iring in
Nicholasmay have been continuing a practice already established in those earlier magazines. |
started reading through old issues | could find on Google Books, Internet Archive, HathiTrust,
and some university library sife@ot just for this investigative project but also for fun: the word
games are genuinely enjoyable and | would love to see a resurgence of some of the forgotten
puzzle forms like verse charades, acrostics, and numerical enigmas).

Not every issue of every magazine is available, but | clicked at random on some issues
from likely-seeming years (late 1860s and early 1870s) and noticed th&t.likeeholasthey
all had a dedicated puzzle section once per i€3ueYoung Folk8 puzzle page was titled
ARound t he EWkrei WgutLhbdde. &0 mpame toinmes cal |l ed AN

The Little Corporabwas cal l ed APrivate Queer s Knapsack:
51 am extremely grateful to the University of Florida I
taken. This is the second good turn UF has done me thi
of my ownr onparsdamridrsstpi tution, as | was already won over
story fACassini Cuts Upo f orSutbhhe fopd xctsciosnsmg ohi shsiummiler
“For more about these including a,seanptrheec efmrsd dreer it akk omloa
cited in T Céwmebsl Mésenartistembled across Wil Shortz©o
1970Worich Maysenicling AEarly American Word PuzzIlesd and
as well and bring up a |l ot of interesting points about
i ndicative: some of tihly AiBoadgmaoapuagztiess asandbatsheaact
progenitors of the puzzle Asimov |l oved rather than the

one Wi kipedia mi sl e addcionngfluys ifnegahtgurreetsh kiens ethhyee aenn tarnyc e st or



After a while | forgot why | was doing this in the first place and got distracted becoming
the worldés best and only recreational solver
scratchwork from playing these; one notable feature of the punzieis era is that they were
not accompanied by a published space for the solution to be written in, so you had to draw out
the blanks or grid solution yourself).

And then | found it!

There, in the November 1872 installmeniToie Evening Lamrouched among a
gallimaufry of other puzzles with titles 1|ike
AEni gmas, 060 and AMetagram, 0 were three puzzles
AWord Square. o Each one ivedueswhishtceuld sotvé to aasquarer i e s

of interlocking words.Here, at last, were both ingredients simultaneously: the square, and the
clues. A crossword.

WORD SQUARE.—No. 151.
To prove.

A girl’s name.
. To move.

oA CI

B W N

Ernestus.

¢KS UNRG 2F GKS GKNBBS b2dSYOoSNImyTtH ONRAAS2Z2N

SMost i mportantl yat wewarsy tlheattstudcrht ignhlasivcdervye rwworldet t er i s
horizontally and vertically and al/l |l etters sand on (al
triapclreosti cs where only some vertical ss cionu negalcahg dniohnige r e
row.



WORD SQUARE.— No. 130.

I. A useful article.

A girl’s name.

3. A blessing to travellers.
4. To whip.

N

Carrie.

WORD SQUARE. — No. 162.
An ancient country.
Expands.
W ants.
A country in Asia.

To try. Slack
acr.
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Apparently submitted by subscribers, the p
AfJack. 0 Beneath the puzzles are the solutions
that the October issue had featured three crosswords, as well, which kacheaup in the OCR
search, so | set off to find earlier examples by trial and error.



ANSWERS.

128, Hitty Maginn.

129. Lincoln.

130. 1. St. Helena. 2. Cuba. 3. Porto Rico.
4. Hayti.

131. 1. Otter Creek. 2. Tennessee (10 e sea).
3. Onion. 4. Snake. 5. Pearl. 6. Tombigbee.
7. Yellowstone. 8. Cooper. 9. Red Cedar. 1o.
Elkhorn.

132. ‘“ Come into the garden, Maud.”” [(Comb)
(inn too) (th e)(gg Arden) (Maud).]

133. A little ewe (u) in trouble.

134. Maple Sugar. :

135. Dolly Varden.

136 1. Cork. 2. Albi. 3. Ayr. 4. Deal,lead,
lea, ale. 5. Door, rood.

137. Senegal, Gambia, Senegambia.

138.

1

139.
140.
141.
142.

144.

A >
kb of 2
O

Baltimore.
Tombigbee.
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Beau, bow ; boar, bore ; boast.

F50n WheA
QLR A 4 1
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Buffalo.
Antelope.
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146. United we stand, divided we fall. [(Unit
ed) (wee stand) (divided we) (f awl).]

Before that, in April 1872, not in the puzzles section at all but rather on the letters page, a
subscriber has sent in a word square they have composed and the editors have taken it upon
themselves to turn ibto a puzzle by writing clues for it and printing those instead of the actual
squaré®. And before that, in February, an-$&arold child had contributed a shy-six
crosswordifoti n ver se, but

donot be

t oo

hard on

E. Grace Shreve sends the ‘“Letter Box” a

word square, which we put into rhyme as fol-
lows : —

My first before our friends 1s spread;
My second troubles many a head;

My third confronts the battle dread

My next are plain and fancy too;
My fifth appoints a rendezvous.

Who can reconstruct it

?
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puzzles to be written in
form and coattetedafSoin ft
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of the answer but themsel ves

feature of
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yme and
Imi st of

from reading them even before they

n
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met e
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instructions

ar e

objects of some

sol ved.

they w
to be
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WORD SQUARE.— No. 23.

I. A kind of currency in use in the
United States.

2. Decorated.
. Noses.
One of the signs of the zodiac.
. To put in tune.
. Smaller.

Lyndsay M. Brown, age 11 years.

AUt p W
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Actually, it seemed | had not been ambitious enough just focusing on 1872. Flipping
through the issues of that yeaade itobvious that crosswords were already commonplace and
popular, and almost every issue | found one in showed, in the answers section, more having been
printed previously, so | went back further and stopped noting every one found.

Crosswords get less frequent in 1871 and then eventtraly stop showing up in 1870,
even though the magazine was around for half a decade prior, which is strong indication that this
is an actual starting point of a new thing being introduced and then slowly catching on. | kept
following the word squares backome clued and some not, issue by issue, and eventually found
what | believe to be the first crossword published in the magazine:

The Evening Lamppuzzles section for the August 1870 issu®af Young Folks
contains, in order, two charades in verse, two illustrated rebuses solving to short verse
guotations, a riddle, also in verse, and three more prosaic rébiasdyg standard and
representative of the puzzle pages for the issues leading up to it. The I8et8i0 issue of the
same contains a similar lineup (following a pa@inderella playscript): a charade, an illustrated
rebus, a puzzle entitled Aburied citieso invo
common species of cryptic crossword clue which Ximenes names Hiddens), an enigma, an
illustrated rebus, apuzztei t | ed si mply APuzzleo (of a form t
ambi guously also called an fAenigmao) . . . an
Sqguare. o0

n o
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ANSWERS.

76. Sonnet. 82, b Wt St TR N
77. Little pitchers have great ears, TR A - C-E
78. 1. Moscow. 2. Pesth. 3. Venice. 4. Madi- L AT 3N
son. A SRR S
79. Horse. S E N SE
8o. I sigh, thou sighest, he sighs. 83. Anyerrors may be pardored with the ther-
[(Eye) (scythe) (house) I S T’s (eyes)]. mometer at go in the shade.
81. Simple Simon. [(A #zigh errors) (May) (bee) (vard oz E D, wwith
the thermometer at go, zz Z4e shade.)]

l ya&6SNA (2 yKkEdd SEI8E250 SBAKBR A VY hiOK2 6 BND tmyaany0I A & & dzS

The brief description of the puzzle published along with it, in contrast to all other puzzles
in the section and | ater word squares simply
needed, further indicates that the magazine is introducing te#uder something new with
which, unlike acrostics and charades and rebuses, they are not expected to be already familiar.

The crossword is sighddB.H. and consists of five clues. (The clues resemble acrostic
clues and riddles already common, which is to say that they resemble the later 1870s crossword
clues Campbell finds so frustrating for their vagueness in comparison to modern clues.) The
actual fiveby-five word square, its solution, was published in the puzzle page of the next issue,
that of October 1870 . . . and so was, just above it, a second set of crossword clues (sans
explanation). Evidently the first puzzle had been popular with readers.

WORD SQUARE. — No. go.

1. A flower. 3. To forward.
2. A sign. 4. Terminations.
90. RO R
OMEN
S'E N'D
END S
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The November issue featured a third (and the first to have its clues set in verse!). In
December L.B.H. sends another, and a craze is cemented. Overall, a dozen or so crosswords
were printed in th&vening Lamyprior to the founding o6t. Nicholas Magazinea 1873,
making it much more understandable how the latter was apparently publishingheskitig
puzzle innovations from its very first issue.



WORD SQUARE. — No. ¢8.

My first a blessed Christian grace,

My secord may describe a face,

My Z/4ird the milk-maid bears aloft,

My jfourt# a girl’s name, sweet and soft.
L,

98. 20 P.E
G Vo AT
I ) G
-5 A
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| am not under the impression that this is a particularly earthshaking discovery, but | have
done my best to convince myself that it is, and if anyone out there will apprigdiddepe it is
the readership of this magazine! More than anything | welcome this spurring someone better at
research than | to go digging and for me to be bested when one of you finds some earlier
crossword from 186%o that | have to go and find one from 1868 to restore my honor, and so
on. Meanwhile, | will be starting a campaign (donate via the link printed in the appendix that
does not exist) to mandate that all crossvsaitiers go back to composing their puzzles in
rhyming verse.

Transcript of the earliest puzzle | found, in the September and October 1870 issues of the
magazingOur Young Folks

WORD SQUARE

(These words reatthe sameeither across or from the top to the bottom.)

1. A collection of maps. [l 4. Sour substances.
2. An impression. [l 5. Understanding.
3. Alanguage. [l L. B. H.
ANSWERS.
ATLAS
TRACE
LATIN
ACIDS
SENSE

PH
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A recent article in this journal [1] considered the following problem: given a thematic list of

words or names (such as, say, the names of th
the smallest subset of that list which makes a pangram? Faurtieat list of world country

names, for instance, the answer is six, and the solution is unique if we also require that the

number of letters be as small as possible (50 in this case):

Bosnia and Herzegovina Cyprus Fiji Iraq Kuwait Luxembourg

Multi-word entries, such @&osnia and Herzegovipa ar e, of course, all owe
use the ternitemfor each entry in a list, since it can be either a single word or multiple words.

In this article we explore two similar challenges involving anagrams:

(1) List Anagrams. In a list anagram, one group mflifferent items from the list is identified,

along with a second group pftems (all different, and all different from the items in the first

group), such that the combined items in the first group are an anagram of the items in the second
group. Again, the goal is to find the smallest such anagram constructible using bsgiviear
instance, the country names contain anagrams as sma# 2ssuch as

Belarus + India = Liberia + Sudan

In this article we only considéralancedanagrams, where the number of items on each side of

the equation are equal. Unbal anced anagr ams
the most unbalanced an anagram can be for thisIst@ t we 61 | |l eave that t o
The number of items on each side of the equation will be denoted by

(2) List Panagrams. This combines the two previous concepts, by asking for a list anagram
thatdos also a full pangr am. The combinati on
portmanteau terrpanagram which (surprisingly) seems to be a new coirdagéleast in this

context. In a panagram, both groups of items (the left side of the equation and the right side)

must contain all 26 letters of the alphabet, which means that the word list itself muat leasg

two of each letter. Panagram® quite challenging to find, and minimal ones almost always

have a value afi larger than the minimal for a pangram. More generally, thealues for the

minimal anagram, pangram, and panagram of a specified word list usually satisfy

anagram < pangram < panagram.
For countries, these numb=8ceunty paeagram laterdén).< 8 ( w

The Lists. We use 18 of the 26 lists from [1] in this study, removing a few lists that are less
interesting in this setting. These lists vary widely in size, from a maximum of 25,950 items to a
minimum of 40. This allows us to see how the minimum anagram / pang@amagram sizes

vary based on the size of the |[|ist. With a v
there areno anagrams or pangrams or panagrafreny size, but as we use larger lists, the

number of solutions will tend to increase and the valuevafl decrease.



The 18 lists weoll use are shown bel ow. Prec
number of items in the list, and the lists are ordered in columns from largest to smallest (or
easiesto-hardest in terms of finding solutions). Sources fordhisss can be found in [1].

1. 25,950 All Minor Planets 7. 332 Largest U.S. Cities 13. 66 Books of the Bible
2.13,858 All U.S. Cities/Towns 8. 272 London Underground 14. 63 Moons of Saturn

3. 1922 U.S. County Names 9. 193 Country Names 15. 50 U.S. States

4. 1000 First 1K Minor Planets 10. 193 Country Capitals 16. 50 U.S. State Capitals

5. 943 Moon Crater Names 11. 118 Chemical Elements 17. 48 U.S. Vice Pres. Surnames
6. 830 Shakespeare Charactefi®. 88 Constellations 18. 40 U.S. President Surnames

Minimal Anagrams. Table 1 below gives the anagrams(s) that can be made from each list that
have the smallest possible valuenofAll solutions with that value af are shown except for the

first two lists (which have too many solutions to show) and the London Underground list, where
we only show one of the nine solutions.

TABLE 1: Smallest possible anagram(s) from 18 thematic word lists

All Minor Planets n=1 (643 anagrams)
All U.S. Cities/Towns n=1 (388 anagrams)

U.S. County Names n=1
Antrim = Martin (MI, FL) Forest = Foster (WI, ND) Osborne = Robeson (KS, NC)

First 2000 Minor Planets n=1
Alice = Iclea  Altona = Latona Amelia=Lameia Arne=Erma Ate=Tea Athor=Thora
Dorothea = Theodora Hera=Rhea Inna=Nina Iris=Siri Itha=Thia Rosina= Sirona
Moon Crater Names n=1
Abel =Bela Dale=Lade Geminus=3SungMei lan=Ina Mason = 0Osman

Shakespeare Characters n=1
Alice = Celia Mardian = Miranda Violante = Violenta

Largest U.S. Cities n=2

Beaumont + El Paso = Pueblo + San Mateo
Charlotte + Spokane = Charleston + Topeka
Chicago + Reno = Chico + Orange

Dallas + Fremont = Allen + Stamford
Macon + Shreveport = Manchester + Provo
Odessa + Saint Paul = Pasadena + St. Louis
Plano + Sacramento = Lancaster + Pomona

London Underground Stations n=3

Leyton + Victoria + West Ham = Oval + Stanmore + White City
(and 8 others)



Country Names n=2
Algeria + Sudan = Israel + Uganda
Belarus + India = Liberia + Sudan
Gabon + Italy = Libya + Tonga
Iraq + Malta = Mali + Qatar
Country Capitals n=2

Abuja + Amman = Juba + Manama
= Bangkok + Tunis

Baku + Kingston

Chemical Elements n=2 or 5 or 7 (depending oM rule)
Niobium + Rhenium = Erbium + Nihonium

Rhodium + Barium = Radium + Bohrium
Iridium + Dubnium

Multiple -UMs:

Rubidium + Indium
Argon + Carbon + Rhodium + Tennessine + Tin = Arsenic + Bismuth + Neon + Nitrogen + Radon

Single:
Antimony + Argon + Astatine + Boron + Chlorine + Gold + Tungsten
Cobalt + Hydrogen + Iron + Nitrogen + Oganesson + Tantalum + Tin

None:
Constellations n =2 (a bit inelegant) or 3
So-so: Norma + Sagittarius = Sagitta + Ursa Minor
Good: Andromeda + Leo + Musca = Caelum + Dorado + Mensa
Apus + Aquila + Centaurus = Aquarius + Lepus + Tucana
Aries + Chamaeleon + Scorpiu€assiopeia + Hercules + Norma
|l 6s all owed) or 7 (no

Books of the Bible n=4 ( numer i cal
Andos + Ecclesiastes + Il John + Ruth = | Chronicles + Hosea + James + Titus

Wi t h
No | 6 Ephesians + Ezra + Job + Judges + Luke + Nehemiah + Romans
Genesis + Hosea + Joel + Jude + Mark + Numbers + Zephaniah

= Anthe + Geirrod + Ymir
Helene + Tarvos + Titan
Gridr + lapetus + Rhea

Named Moons of Saturn n=3
Aegir + Dione + Thrymr

Anthe + Narvi + Telesto
Erriapus + Gerd + Hati

U.S. State Names n=38
Alaska + Indiana + Missouri + Oklahoma + Pennsylvania + Rhode Island + Utah + West Virginia =
lllinois + Kansas + Louisiana + Maryland + Nevada + New Hampshire + South Dakota + Virginia

U.S. State Capitals n=6
Annapolis + Juneau + Lansing + Little Rock + Madison + Providence
Augusta + Denver + Indianapolis + Jackson + Lincoln + Montpelier

U.S. Vice President Surnames n=6
Arthur + Biden + Bush + Garner + Roosevelt + Wallace
Curtis + Dallas + Gore + Hobart + Van Buren + Wheeler

PP



U.S. President Surnames n=10

Adams + Coolidge + Harding + Harrison + Jefferson + McKinley + Reagan + Taft + Trump + Wilson =
Fillmore + Ford + Garfield + Grant + Hayes + Jackson + Madison + Pierce + Truman + Washington

Three of these |ists have some quirks that ma
solutions with the smallestare inelegant in some way. For the chemical elements, the fact that

79 of the 118 elements end in IUM (and, more generally, that 83 elements end in UM) makes the
minimal n = 2 anagrams somewhat unsatisfying, since all the elements on both sides of the

equation end in UM. To remove this weakness, we can insist that no more than one element in

t he anagram end in UM, so that thedhen=brendt a
solution shown in the table has this property. And to make it even more interesting, we can
completely disallow UM elements, leading to thee= 7 anagram shown.

The smallest constellation anagram (with 2) has SAGITTA on one side aBAGITTARIUS
on the other. Sowe alsoshowthreere 3 anagrams that dondt have t

Finally, in the Bible list we have to deal with the fact that there are multiple books with almost

the same name, such as 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthiaotsto mention the fact that these

names include number s. To sleminéthe dtyreefanumber s
century or two ago (11 Corinthians instead of
word to appear on both sides of the anagram (e.g. | John on the left side and Il John on the right
side). With these restrictions the basagram is tha = 4 example shown in the table. This has

a minor flaw, with | on the left side and Il on the right, so to avoid that we can ban the numbers

(1, 11, 1) entirely. The smallest possible anagram in this case, also shown in the tale; has

The computational difficulty of finding these grows quickly with both the size of the word list
andn, the size of the minimal anagram. As an example, the number of pairs-8fstibsets of
the 50 U.S. state namesd&0, 8)x C(42, 8) / 2 = 31,683,943,191,025,125, whé(e, k) are
then-choosek numbers. Even with careful pruning of the search tree this is still a formidable
number. For this reason we strongly suspect this is the first time that an anagram has been
constructed from some of these lists, especially the state names, presiadkeBibjeahooks.

Minimal Panagrams. Attempting to find the smallest panagrams for the same 18 lists quickly
reveals a surprise: no panagrashany size are possible for 11 of the 18 lists. To see why,

recall that a panagram requires a list in which each letter of the alphabet appears at least twice.
But 10 of our 18 lists have one or mairgletonsletters of the alphabet that only appear once

in the entire list, as shown below.

List Singletons
7. Largest U.S. Cities  Zin Elizabeth
8. London Underground Z in Belsize Park
10. Country Capitals Q in Quito
11. Elements W in Lawrencium
12. Constellations F in Fornax
13. Books of the Bible F in Song Of Solomon, X in Exodus



15. U.S. States Jin New Jersey, Z in Arizona
16. U.S. State Capitals X in Phoenix
17. U.S. Vice Presidents Q in Quayle

18. U.S. Presidents X in Nixon
And thereds one more with a slightly diffe
t wo Z0o6s, but they are both in a single ite

of the panagram.

With these eleven lists being impossible, we searched for and found the minimal parfagrams
the other seven:

r
m

TABLE 2. Smallest possible panagrams from 7 word lists

All Minor Planets (heterocoi

4 33 Fedotov + Korpas + Mychajliw + Zigiangbuxi =
Dipasquale + Gabrynowicz + Jimfox + Tikhov and 7 more solutions

All U.S. Cities/Towns (heteroco

5 32 Fox Chapel + Jameson + Utgiagvik + Ward + Zyb =
Goldsby + Java + Marquez + Phoenix + Tickfaw and 7 more

U.S. Counties (heterocoi

6 35 Beckham + Jay + Loving + Queens + Wexford + Zapata =
Knox + Nez Perce + Oldham + Quay + Swift + Vega Baja and 1 more

First 1000 Minor Planets

7 43 Aquitania + Cybele + Franzia + Hidalgo + Juewa + Moskva + Pax =
Aglaja + Arequipa + Clivia + Dembowska + Fanny + Thia + Zeuxo unique

Moon Crater Names

7 36 Demonax + Fibiger + Joy + Krogh + Vlacq + Watt + Zupus =
Byrd + Jose + Markov + Petit + Wolf &Xangqi + Zach and 1 more

Shakespeare Characters

6 46 Duke of Albany + Gonzalo + Jaques + Sherwin + Simpcox + Travers =
Caliban + King John + Lopez + Marquess of Dorset + Sawyer + Vaux unique

Country Names

8 58 Burkina Faso + Egypt + Jordan + Lithuania + Mexico + Qatar + Slovakia + Zimbabwe =
Botswana + Cote D'lvoire + Fiji + Iraq + Kazakhstan + Libya + Luxembourg + Panajue

In the left column of Table 2 we show the valuedbr each panagram followed by the number
of letters. All solutions shown have the smallest possilale well as the minimum possible
number of letters for that We only show one solution for each list, but the right column says

e

n
(



how many more solutions there are (if any) of the same size.

Since the top three lists are quite large, the minimal pangram can be fairly small, with its number
of letters in the lowto-mid 30s. Even more remarkable, these three panagrarnstarecons

no consonant appears more than once on each side of the anagram. Additionally, in the Minor
Planets panagram, E, U, and Y also appear only once, for a total of 23 unrepeated letters.

Summary. The graph below is a scatterplot showing the minimal anagram, pangram (from [1]),
and panagrarfor all 18 word lists. Of course, only seven lists have data points for all three

types of constructions, since only seven lists have a panagram. For these seven special lists the
three data points are connected with a vertical line.

This graph illustrates the fact that for smaller word lists (left side), the minimal solutions tend to
be large (since it is harder to make an anagram/pangram/panagheansmaller list), but as we
move to the right, the bigger word lists make it easier for smaller solutions to exist.
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[1] Darryl Francis, Michael Keithylinimal Pangram Subsets of a Word LiBbhe Journal of
Wordplay, #13 (May 2026), 583, available gburnalofwordplay.com
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| met a cryptic gentleman on the train the other day.
| was happily absorbed in my crossword when he sat opposite me and spoke, in a
sepul chral voice: ASaid upon meeting one circ
| 6m no sl ouch. | know my Dant e. AdAbandon
He shook his head sorrowfully.
| abandoned all hope.
AEr, sorry, o | said. dAaUmM. I dm an Ameri can,
He scoffed. fiSounds I|Iike a jolly jug of 1
If one ofuswas pottedi t was he. But | remained courtec
do?o0
AGround up, di smembered, approaching iIineff
my eyes, though the ineffability | could hear
person to cry |Iike a little | ost sheep?o0
|l was getting fed up with this nonsense. i

The strange fellow took his leave, pausing only to turn, stare straight at me with those
flaming eyes, and give one final, ominous wutt
the price paid for passage. 0

As he disappeared down the aisle, | certaiinlfeel as if | had been left in a deep pit,
and | wondered what the price might be | would have to pay to escape. | returned to my
crossword.
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Who wasHelenHaven?

In previousentries,| saidMargaretPetherbridgé-arrarhadno realsuccessoin the1920€ no
onecould be as influential, really, once the days of the craze wereBivdfaverds time atthe
NewYorkHerald Tribuneis ascloseasyou ge® andin termsof designandcommunity,she
took thingsfurtherthanFarrarcould.

Haver@s crosswordcareerseemgo havebegunwith the ChicagoDaily Newsin September
1924 ,whereshecontinueduntil March1926 eventhoughsheleft Chicagoin 1925to settlein
with hernewhusbanda New York adman While there,shewasknownasHelenHahn.From
Editor andPublisher,March26,1927:

THE NewYorkHerald Tribunes newiiHow Do You
Rated featureis beingeditedby a recruit from theranks
of crossword puzzleeditorsMrs. HelenHaven,wife of
Dwight Haven,formerly of Chicago.

Mrs. Haventook chargeof the crossword puzzleonthe
ChicagoDaily Newsin September1924,andconducted
thedepartmenuntil March, 1926,underher maidenname
HelenHahn.

Later shealsoconductedseveralcontestdor the Daily
News,amongthema fiScar@® contestanda patriotic
contestSheassistedn editingthe childrents page

Shortlyafter her marriagein 1925,Mrs. Havenleft
Chicagowith her husbandwhois associatedvith JohnG.
Woodward publishefs representativeto cometo New
York.

Mes. Hurzy mw'u

Beforejoining the ChicagoDaily News,Mrs. Havenstudiedart at the ChicagoArt
Institute,and attendedSmithCollege,at NorthamptonMass.

In 1928,anothemweddingannouncemerdppeared with adivorceannouncemerdsfootnote.
Helerts secondnarriagewasto a notablecrimewriter whomshemetat work:
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Herbert AsburyWedsMrs. Helen H. Haven

CHICAGO,Sept.1.-(AP)HerbertAsbury,authorof iHatracko the publication of which
in the AmericanMercury magazinecausedhe arresttwo yearsagoof H.L. Mencken,
Friday married Mrs. HelenHahnHaven,a fewhoursafter JudgeDavid N. Brothershad
grantedher a divorcefrom Wright E. Haven,NewY orkadvertisingman.

Thecoupleleft at oncefor NewYork.Asburyis a membeiof the staff of the New York
Herald Tribune.

Thearticlesdisagreeon whetherHelerts first husband namewasfiDwighto or AWright.o Later
accountof Asburys life mentiononly onewife, andités notHelerd leadingoneto suspecthis
marriagewasbrief.

TheNewYorkHerald Tribunés crosswordsection callediMeetingPlaceof the Puzzle
Makersp wassyndicatedrom 1925to 1942.Not long afterthe paperrecruitedherfor theshort
lived AiHow Do You Rated featurein 1927,Havenhadmovedinto the fiMeetingPlace to stay.

Haverés columnpromotal experimentalvork. Shechallengedconstructorgo build puzzleswith
PHENOMENONas1-Across.A discussiorof frose endingded to a puzzlethatfeaturedeight
frose words.1929alonesawa circularcrossworda big grid dividedinto a 3x3 setof 5x5 grids,
andotherunconventionathapessometimedo be discoveredy the solversof diagramless

puzzles.
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As Todd Grossdocumentedn the online Pre ShortzianPuzzleProject

In the Herald Tribunés daily puzzlecolumn,Ms. Havenincludeda paragraphor so of
texteveryday.Andit wasré just aboutthe puzzleprintedbelowd it couldbeabout
puzzlesn general,or interestingstoriesaboutpeoplewho solvepuzzlespr questions
and/orcommentsaddressedlirectly to thereaders.It couldevenbe contentfrom readers
themselvesThroughthis limited channel six timesa week readerswereableto comment


http://www.preshortzianpuzzleproject.com/2013/12/todd-gross-on-new-york-herald-tribune.html

aboutpuzzlesandtheir commentsnightbeincorporatedinto future columns gvenfuture
puzzles.

TheNew York World andthe BostonGlobehadoncedonesuchcommunitybuilding, but by
thentheHerald Tribunewasthe only sourcefor it.

Havenbroughta newflourish by including cryptogramswith hercolumns.On April 22,1929,
shestartedpublishingconstructoréaddressewith their puzzle® andbackin theday,thiswas
seenasfosteringcorrespondenceot creatingconcernsaboutprivacy.

Havenkeptup Farrads practiceof makingtwo-letterentriesa lastresortfor the experimental
grid designsputtheir appearancesontinuedo declinein the moreconventionalayouts.The
puzzlegrid atleft belowhastentwo-letterentriesnearthe center put theyére well integrated
enoughthatyou might not spotthematfirst. Theoneon theright hasno two-letterentriesatall.
And checkoutthosechunkycompasgpoints!
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Haverts editorshipended sometimbeforeFebruary23, 1935 the dateof thefinal Herald
Tribunecrosswordournamentwhich we know was attended by her succe$3orothyKiggins.
Kigginswould stayin therole until atleast1943.Whethertherewereanyinterveningeditors
betweerHavenandKigginsis alsounknown.Editorial leadins wereanonymizedandvaried
little in tonefrom yearto year,sotheyée notmuchhelpin identifying anyregimechange.

Theyweresometimeshorterafter Haverds first coupleof yearsof activityd sometimessbrief
asasingleline. 1/3/1930:AA few five-letterwordsthathaverit beenoverworkedo

1/7/1931:AYou will find No. 4 Down very handyin working out Mr. Kuhl&s puzzleo (4-Down
c | ulexiconib)



But the samewastrue of Farrafs leadins
towardthe endof hertenure andthis may
havereflectedthe ebbandflow of space
availableasmuchasof literary inspiration.
Thepuzzleatright, with four linesin its
leadin, is from SaturdayJanuary6, 194Q

The 1940Sundayspreadn the nextpage
hasno spacefor aleadin. It continued a
ifMeeting Place of
section, chockablock with offerings, that
hadbg un i n Haheekit us ¢
one23x23grid, two diagramlespuzzles,
andacryptogram.

ThoughKigginsd ¢ degenenell after
1929, she is worth a quick digression. St
andherhusbandarvestedomatoesand
othervegetable®n a suburbarrooftop
gardenSheparticipatedn afBattle of the
Sexes on NBC radio,vying with three
Herald Tribunefgirl reporters against
four of the papefs maleeditorsin atrivia
contest.

Therewasa DorothyKiggins who later
gotinto theradiobusinessinheriting
ownershipof somestationsfrom her
husbandWasthis the sameDorothy
Kiggins?If it isnd, the earlyradio
appearance anoddcoincidenceif it is,
shemovedaroundthe country,takingup
laterresidencen Wyomingandthen
Florida.Evidences inconclusive.

Havends history af
unknown.What is known is that these twc
women were the primary standesetters

i n American Ccrossw
absence and deserve more recognition fi
that than they get.

DAy CROSS-WORD PUZZLE

Today's Puzzle by Elizabeth Patterson
Henry Sherman Adams {s a man after our own heart. He disagreed
with the spelling of Mimi for the dwar{ in the “Ring of the Nibelungs™ in
Funk & Wagnalls. After extensive research he called up Mr, Funk who
agreed to change it in the next .dition to the accepted Mime,

ACROSS DOWN G o
1Spanish fare- 1 Undying. Solution to Yesterday's Puzile
well. :
6 Carriage. 2A fault, [CIABSBIAICME BICRIULSIT
g Enwrap. 3 Plunge. |OIGIRIEGEPIC[EMBIL |AINICIE
14 Leaf bud, 4 Hebrew IMJALVIN[TIA[TN]S 1 [RIE|R
15 Masculine [MITIN[D]I N|G S|V ILIEINIE
nickmane. measure. ANIYERITIANTIRIUMERSIAIB
16 Agog. ¢ 5 Assembied. SIAGERD OEHEIRR
17An ant. 6 Varlety of SIPIL|TIN N|SERER| 1Al
18 ﬁ:?f—:ﬁ:aﬁ{eﬂ- cabbage. OJA|G|SKIBIAGEEDIE [VIOIN
native. 7 Sour ales. AlLTUMEEL (A MIOJDIEISIT
20 Sintster § Daydream. PAR|ASE|L[LEIEIOIS
glance. a Cotn. TR[EERPIIKIE IMANERPIE A
21 Temporary 10 Buddhist Njl |A[T]A[S AING[O/RIAIS
ruler. A|SITIO[RERAMIAN|DIAITIOR]S
22 Tenant's pay-  coluni. o|E E[RINEBYTISILIE
ment; O, Eng. 11 Discompose. EISISITIE EARBICIY[ST
gii (l\}{isi‘-!dg;m“ 12 State counells. i
ompe " 13 Lend. ACROSS DOWN
= gg;“oft‘}gﬁg‘c' 19 Conjunction, | 438hell. 34 Pantomimle
signers. 21 Anything 44 Dolt. 2 ?;'l;ﬂ“""t;i .
28 Destined. withheld, 45 Vetch. 36 -‘.Emgcgi L
gg mﬁezsha gor. 24 Branched. 46 Russian relish. * pary
31 'mim:{ BEET 95 Ingenious. 47 Utter. 37 Vagabonds,
32 Mountain 27 Rich Anglo- 48 Pungent 38 Reddish dyes.
quarrel. Indians. plants. 39 Install : var.
33 Thrust P 50 African car- 4lStreet sur-
upward. 28 Saving. iy facer: var.
36 Spicy tropical 30 Nucleus. 51 Entices: obs. 43 Rug.
drink. 32 Faneilul com- 52 Israelitic 46 Sparish
40 Tantalus's position. priest. hotise.
daughter, 33 Deprives of 53 French edict. 47 Brazilian
41 Buffoon. 54 Greck pillar. wildeat.
42 Town in legislative 55 Turmeric. 49 Honey: Lat.
France. rights. 56 Outimoded. 50 Belall.
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MEETING PLACE OF THE

by F. C. Jaschob

ACROSS
1 I)L rades.

11 Indoor game of
o

16 Increase the
pressure of a
<Muid.

21 Fasten.

22 Blunders.

23 French bond.

21 Afruit.

25 Inserted  phrases
or clauses.

27 Roundabout
course.

29 Canary Island
commune.

30 Roman hronze.

31 Flowerless plant.

33 Silkworms.

31 Bow.

35 Steal.

36 Coagulate.

37 Petted.

38 \luunnm lakes

]

76 Roman date.

77 To deprive of
natural qualities.

79 A cut.

82 High mountains.

85 Indonesian
Indians.

86 Darts: collog.

88 Twin crystals.

92 Malay gibhon.

93 Esteems.

95 Sweetsop.

96 Inflammable
marsh gas.

97 Slightly sour.

99 Even.

101 Slat. .

102 Large weight.

103 Opposite.

104 Rescued.

105 Portend

106 Finerain.

107 Exist.

108 Dealer in cattle.

110 Downcast.

11} Disorganized
llight.

113 Foolish.

116

39 D

m(‘rowmg oul,

12 Sequential.

15 Young animal:
I

¢ down by @

ion of
light blows.

49 A soft drink.

50 Cail for
repetition.

b() Italian marble

used for statuary.

62 Ingredient of
varnish.

63 Peruses.

64 A place of
“confusion.

65 Make eccentric.

66 College.

68 Small valley.

69 Civil strife.

71 Ceasc.

72 Deceive.

73 In any
conceivable
degree.

75 Greedy.

expanses of time.

119 A grown-up.

122 Heroic.

123 Fertile spots.

125 Redact.

126 Likely.

128 Small cube.

129 Fabulous bird.

130 Metric measure.

131 Paradise.

132 Irish sweetheart.

133 Feminine name.

134 Resembling
gypsum.

137 Accomplish-
ments;

140 Make tardy.

141 To be of use.

142 A group working
together.

143 Mexican dish.

144 Lees.

145 Vends.

146 Margin.

147 Steps over a
fence.

DOWN
1 Desire with
cagerness.
2 Signal of fire.
3 Gymnastic.
4 Wooed.

PuzzLE MIAKERS *

19 x 19, by Willard N. Jordan

ACROSS

1 To have,
consciousness of.
6 Bedewed.
1k Zodiacal sign.
17 Zodiacal sign.
18 Toward the apex.
20 Services owed to
frcedman’s
patron: Lat.
21

81 Jewish month.

83 Dejected.

85 Panic.

89 Siesta.

91 Enzymes.

93 Ringed as il with
bracelets.

95 Chewer.

97 Straighten.

99 Flavor.

civet.
22 Zodiacal sign.
23 Heart stimulant.
25 Stake.
27 Mcdieval fabric
of silk and gold.
28 To strike.
29 Saltpeter.
31 Piclet.
33 Celtic Neptune.
34 Tribute.
35 Pitcher.
37 Mimetism.
0.Can be counted.
I‘ New Zealand
shrub.
15 Zodiacal sign.
46 Wa
47 Zuxdiacal sign.
51 Mi
52 ‘X'nlhnu,

s,
60 Curious
memoranda.

61 Urgency.

63 Genus of rodents,
64 Gait of a hors
65 Indian tent wall:

i

|1n<:L

71 Green.
77 Refrigerator.
79 Copper.
0I5

100 Lubricating.
101 Armadillo.
102 Tomato-like

vegelable.
103 Perfume.
104 Gaiters.

DOWN

1 Zodiacal sign.
2 Rub out.

3 Nothing.

4 Ooze.

5 Landed property.
6 Madman.

7 Unclose: poet.
8 Cleft.

9 G pendant.
10 Zodiacal sign,

(O R O N I T 16 19 |0 RPN EEE & 7 & 9 [0
L px3 23 24
5 Sea hird. 2
6 Bristlelike parts. 25 16 27 28
7 Small carth i
mounds.
8 Land measwres, |27 o 3! Z = e
9 Introduction.
10 Two-whecled 35 36 37 38 39
chariol. 3
12 Female 40 i 42 (43 44 5 e
animal. X »
13 Strive. 48 49 50 51 52 53 [54
ll Agitator. 2z
57 (58 259 60 |61
18 Obstinate. 62 63 64 65
19 One-masted
vessel. 2
20 Minds. b6 67 68 69 |70 71
26 Aid.
28 Compass point. 72 73 4 7D, 76
32 To be alke.
36 Precious stone.
37 System of signals. T 8 9 jeo ol
38 Weights of Siam.
39 Harsh. 82 (83 (84 85 86 [87 83 8 [90 9t
41 Head covering. k
43 Tatters.
14 Large knife. 92 93 74 95 76
1
48 Public walks. 97 98 99 |00 101 102
51 Establishment of
a nmgratug plant
in 4 new habitat, 103 | 05 106
53 Goddess of peace.
51 Pasteboards. 107 108 (i09 110 (LN I7A
55 Pleased.
56 S test.
26 comcomtest: K511 15 13 i 7 120 [i2)
59 Ointments. ?
61 Apparatus for 122 123 {124 125 126 |17 128
determining
acidity of
i 25 150 31 132 133
63 Yicld
134 135 136 137 138 139
tennis cup.
67 Defective bombs. (140 142 143
68 Drench.
70 Nice
discernments., 44 » l4e ad
73 C 3
74 Engaged in a
tumult. . 83 Shoe string. 90 Son of Seth. 100 Always. 110 Confined. 118 Hindu woman’s 131 Elongated fish.
76 Measure of 84 Lic. 91 Dispatched. sit. 112 Cereal grass. garment. 132 Sport.
length. 87 Cavelike. 93 Measures of 104 Pertaining Lo 113 Harbinger. 120 Smail. 133 Ancient Gauls.
78 Expiated. 89 Pertaining to a area. salvation. 111 Having no poles. 121 Annoys. 135 Supplvcam
80 Christmas carol. distance north or 94 Bondsmen. 105 Lure. 115 Garden tools. 124 Indian flours. 6 No
81 Vow. south of the 96 Insanc. 106 Mire. 117 To form a mental 127 el
82 Winglike. cquator, 98 Silken, 109 Keep back. conception. 130 aor covering.
17 x 17, by L. C. Whitman
11 Groups of whales. 52 Zodiacal sign. ACROSS 39 Den. 9 Quote. 13 Builds. 18 Bonus: Fr.
12 Philippine tree. 53 Zodiacal sign. 1 Animal fat. 10 Hurl. 10 Upon. 4 Indian poet. 51 Feline.
13 Stateflower | 57 Feminine name. 5 Clean up. 41 Saucy. 11 Counts. 45 Capital. 52 About.
of Utah. 58 Destination. 8 Preot. 12 Fad 12 Fairyland. 46 Company. 54 Evil: prefix.
11 A blow. 59 Border. 13 Protraction. 43 Russian stockade.. 13 Whim.
15 Feast. 62 Jute. 17 Bond. 45 Truth. 14 Flute player. G
16 Spiritual meetings. 64 Zodiacal Sign. 18 Concorning, 16 European title. 15 Uproar, ryptogram
19 Journal. 66 Armpit. 19 Rhythm. 47 Rattling breath. 16 Horny 5
24 Perjurer. 68 Style. 20 I-‘o; 18 Engraver’s tool. protuberance. Submitted by R. A. Dahlgren
26 Merry. 69 Dactyl. 21 Dignity. 19 Aside. 20 Aromatic plant LZPEDENTSIU PALM-
30 Race. 70 Toothdrawer. 25 Reaged. 50 Self. 23 Ration.
32 Tropical food 73 Duration. 23 Councils. 51 Dumbfounds. 24 Bellow. ISTRY TR UPALTYOP
plant. 74 Zodiacal sign. 24 [ively. 53 Confiscated. 25 Hovels.
34 Drizzles: Scot. 75 Mollifying. 5 Son. 55 Elaborate 26 Carnlian. STRIU SILMI ERSH
36 Espouse. 76 Sold again. 26 Scions dissertation. 28 Vanished. :
38 Haven. 78 Bearing blocks. 57 Aceont. 56 Retail. 29 Fit. PALB.LY EX POITA
39 Small auricle. 82 Copious. 28 Decoy. DOWN 30 Originates. AILA PTAIU
40 Baby's bottle. 84 Barbary ape. 59 Seasoning. 1 Place 31 Petitions. :
41 Bolivian Indian. 85 Hat brim. 30 Exists. 2 Gohesions 43 Attitude.
42 Cold Adriatic 86 Liberty. 32 Deed. 3 Sl et 31 Companion. Last Sunday’s Cryptogram
wind. 87 Upon. 43 Containers; person. 35 Numecrous.
44 Ironwood. 88 Divorce center. 34 Chaste. 4 Beliefs. 37 Narrow band. Calm introspection induces unbiased
45 Adolescent years. 90 Double. 35 African antelope. 5 One who poses for 38 Relate. but may in-
48 Goober. 92 Insult. 36 Biblical 2 portrait. 39 Jeweler's weigh fcnonty complex.
19 Natural. 91 Zodiacal sign. pronoun. G Wept. 40 Adrug.
96 Being. 37 Throw. 7 Love! n.

50 Mexican basket
grass,

98 Negrito.

38 Sortie.

8 Front of

army.

SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’'S PUZZLES

MP|TIU
RjAIL
€!



https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!LAzr!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F4e55efb8-b58a-45fe-8c29-131edd2fba35_2871x4186.png

DS/INI 123 RE K

Havenand theHerald Tribuneaside hewspapepuzzlesection§biggestooomtimeswere
behindthem Publishersefusedo accepthis. Surelythe nextpuzzlecrazé somethingso
fantastic,soconsumingjt@ outcrosswordhe 1924crosswor@ wasright aroundthecorner.

TheTulsaTribunecommissioned
word gamefrom Birdie Reevea
teenprodigyknownto vaudevilleas
fithe worldés fastestypist,0 among
otheraccomplishment® chessand
memorygamesHer gameasked
solversto find wordsincluding
everytwo-letterandthreeletter
sequencenecouldmake.

Thisis acool exercisewhen
thinking of *DK* and*DQ* and
gettingVODKA andBEDQUILT,
butit getslessfun whenyou start
trying to find answerdor *DX*,
nevermind *JRT* and*QCB*.
Reevés apparenbeliefthatherown
fatherfwasthe oneprimarily
responsibldor the popularityof
crosswords highlightsthatshewas
outof herdepthhere.No on&s a
geniusat everything Sometimes
beinganunconventionathinkerjust
meangherds no onewho cancheck
your work.

Anotherattemptwasthe Record
Journals iWord Hunto Ités notthe
word-find puzzleyouée probably
picturing.AlexanderLichtentags
inventionstartedwith identicalhalf-
filled in word® four-letterwords
startingwith RU, for instancepr
five-letterwordsstartingwith PRI.
Solversweregivencluesfor each
variation;e.g.,fiRegrettedrepented
for RUED andfiThe hind encb for
RUMP. Like theReevepuzzle,it
wasgonein lessthantwo months.

. ANRA Sa EBIgS®E& 3l YSe 1 a |
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Somepublisherdried variationson the crossword.
Onesuchwasthe WeeklyTime$iipyramid
deviceo

Therewereno down/verticalentriesin this

puzzle:only the outerdiagonaledgeswere ERMT

requiredto matchthelongestacrossentryatthe HIlORT

base(at right ADVENTUROUSNESS). 1 N
D

Q
nl (=]

Thebiggestandlongestlived attemptto jumpstart |_LPYRAMI
acrazethough,wasMovie StarCrosswordsThe  cnm
ChicagoTribunecrafted42 gridsaroundthe 2yte GKS 2dziSN
photograph®f thenfamousthespiansincluding

thefirst andlastnamesof each.
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o
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It hypedthe serieso the Skies,offe redimpressive No. I CHICAGO TRIBUNE MOVIE STAR CROSSWORD PUZZLES
cashprizesfor correctsolutions,andmusthave il i ol
boostectirculation.Becausea few monthslater, - 5
the SanFranciscoExaminerauncheda similar
photopuzzleseries DistinguishedAmerican = B 4
CrosswordPuzzles.

@

21 22 23

Couldindividualsmaketheir markin this field? w[E | % nl=
In America,thatwasgettingmorechallenging. B e »
TheBrooklynEagle,March 31, informedan 2 , ﬁ R > 2
aspiringcrosswordlesignerfiCrosswordpuzzles s B 2 -
aremarketedalmostentirely by syndicates Even 2 TR
famouspaperdike the World andthe Herald i \ o
Tribunehadsyndicatedheir featurego other S aac T
papersalmostfrom the start. % o)
58 59
J.vanCleft Cooperwhod distinguishechimself %
in Herald TribuneandNationalPuzzler§League
solvingcontestspnly becamea knownnameby kel e
supplyingpuzzlesto the AssociatedPresswhich ¢ KS  UNE KA DF 3 K@ NI Sdzyf Si | N
usedhis expertiseo promotetheir feature.

In England theidentity of the Telegraphconstructomasstokingfeveredspeculatioramong
readersandthe Telegraphwasall too gladto publishtheir ideductions

SIRS Theproblemof theidentity of your crossword experthasbeenan agitating subject
of controversyin this district for sometime,and| havebeendeputedo fido betero than
Mr. C. H. Bompasandto expressomedisagreemenwith Mr. S.WatsonHereare my
deductions:

ccC



Thecrossword composeis a retired naval officer, probablya navigator,whohad
sufficienttimeon his handsin a smallshipin the Far Eastand Mediterranearto re-read
ShakespearandMilton, to studyheraldry,andto play chess.
He speculatedvith his gratuity withoutmuchsuccessls marriedd notbecausédie knows
thedestinationof old coats,but becauséis wife doesfeatherstitching.His childrenare
old enoughto play iTheWord Gameo hencethosedevastatingAnags.
He doesmostof hisowngardening raffia andscarletrunner.He is a Scot,usedto shoot
andplay cricket,andstill playsgolf. He hasa car butis notveryfondof it. He doesnot
enjoyverygoodhealth.-Yours,&c.,
JUNERUCKKEENE.
Torquemadavasshifting from theillustrative layoutstheyd employeda coupleyearsprior to
moreandmorefiplaino gridslike the onebelow. Though,asyou cansee the approacto

languagestill wasré fiplaino As if EPITHALAMI andXERANSISarerd@ challengingenough,
thelasttwo linesincludeda scrambledsIST andareversedrHUDS.
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fiCrosswordanguage wasmaturingin the UK too, but overthere,ficrosswordvord werenot
asproneto usecommonletters,asseenin this cheekypassagérom TheGuardian.

A lorel wentoutin a zebedo fishfor tai. He wasree andyexing,andwhatbetweerthe
sleazyboatandthe scopulouseahehadonly theopneustyo dependon. [A child went
fishing for trout, tipsy andhiccupping:betweerthefrail boatandtherocksin theseahe
hadonly divine inspirationto dependon.]

This wasthefirst known publicationof ficrosswordeswritingo in the UK, andit introduceda
contesthatproducedmore.

The Guardianalsoreportedonecrosswordconnecteatrimed on Decembei 9, aso-called
enthusiastvasfoundwith 74 referenceébooksstolenfrom libraries.Onecanimaginethereaction
to this duringthe daysof crosswordnoral panic,but thosedayswerepast.Insteadthe Guardian
told his storywith cheekysympathy.

He lessenedhe chancesf his competitors..No doubthelookedforward to a daywhen
he shouldhaveclearedall the publiclibraries in Englandof all their referencebooks.
Thenhecouldhopeto reaptherewardof enterpriseand persistencel et ushopethat
theywill providehim with a crosswordon ChristmasDay sothat he maydreamof the
triumphshe mighthavewon.

JudgeMagazinepublishedits first collectionof crosswordsvith morehumorousclues,
foreshadowindhetoneof moderncluing: fiKick in the pant® (PINT), iWhatPeggyJoycés
husbandsayit witho (FLOWERS).

Oneof 1923 bestbits of crossworchewscamefrom FranceMorris Anceauxdevelopeda new
matrix of Braille squareshatpermittedthe blind to makeanddo crosswordpuzzlesaswell as
work out algebraigproblemsandperformothergrid-relatedtasks.

As 1929concludedmultiple outletsannouncedheyad soonstartrunningthe fipinwheelpuzzlep
destinedod youguessedd replacethecrosswordandkick it to the curblike anold, badhabit.
Thistimewedvefiguredit outfor sure! Youdl all go backto buyingmultiple copiesof the paper

any day now!

I bsSs .8ttt {2dzyRa

| wasuponthefringe of Suffolk,a countyrich in agricultural detail missedoy my
untutoredeye.It wasbutsceneryto me:nor hadl aninkling of whatit mightbecome.
Farming,to mymind,wasasyetthetownsmais glib catalogueof creaturesanda
symbolof escapeThefriendlinessof the sceneébeforemelay beneathardoursof which|
knewnothing.l wasflying fromthethreatof officelife. | wasnineteernyearsold, andthe
yearwas1920.

0 AdrianBell, Corduroy,1930

cy
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Adrian Bell seemedanunlikely choiceto compose
high-profile crosswordsn 1930.His chief passion
wasfarming,andthe manybooksandnewspaper
articleshe produceddocumentedherurallife.
Despitehis love of greatauthorshebelievedthe
bestwriting neededghysicalexperienceo informit,
andhelived by thatbelief. Butin 1930,hewas
struggling.Unpreparedor changesn British
agriculturehed latercriticize, hedd sold his first
farm andmovedbackin with his parentdwo years
earlier.

TheTimesof LondonwasthelastmajorBritish
paperwithouta crosswordandhadpoohpoohedhe
veryideain its earlydays.But it changedts tune
afterlosingcirculationto TheDaily Telegraphin
early 1930,Adrianés fatherrecommendetiim to
becomeahe Time®crosswordsetted despitehis
havingneversolvedonein hislife, muchlessmade
one.Adrian hadtendaysto putthefirst London
Timescrosswordogetherlt appearedn February
1, andits debutwasanythingbut auspicious.

lyRNBo .Stfx Ay NE

) CROSSWORD PUZZLE NO.1
The clueswereunremarkableandtheleft andright -

didn& eveninterlock.But afew trieslater,Bell started
finding his feet,incorporatingthe proto-cryptic clues 7
Torquemadavasdoing. The Timeswould, in thelong
run, do moreto standardizeryptic cluing thanany
othersinglepublication.

v

.Sttt Qa ONEBxm aBNENR AFYS:
SomecrosswordanswersverelLatin referencesfiVirgil speaksf barriersput upto med
(ILIUM) andfiHoracecalls Tarentumthisdo (AULON). Thatlastclue mustve meantalot to Bell.
Horacds poempraisedthe busycity of Tarentumbut notedHoracewould ratherlive outtherest
of hisdayson afarm. Highfalutinoscholarshigndthe agrarianife? ThatwasBell all over.

Initial reactiongo the Timescrosswordveremixed. The CanadiarpaperTheProvince
(February23) couldrit getenough:

And soThe Timeswith a benignant gesture towards Mr. Winby of Notting Hill, has

taken up with crossword puzzles. Ah, but not ordinary crossword puzzles! No crossword

puzzles iMThe Timeghat you might solve while you were having your kipper for
breakfast! No, but cultured crossword puzzles, erudite crossword puzzles, crossword
puzzles that assume you to be a classical scholar, but which are still so erudite and
cultured that you have took up the standard authors on almost everything. How
pleasant and delightful it all is; and how it softens the blow which fell when we
discovered the incredible origins of that blessed wararbarianso

c @



Finally, someonelassedipthe pastimeWhatareliefl ( i Car b ar i-barbariansi s a <car
portmanteau for dangerous drivers.)

The National Puzzl er s.dnitkEnigngapublicaom the paudzlesro t aki ng
Tweedledee, aka Geoffrey Gilbentrote

The crossword puzZlg as now published in such English papers asQhserverand

theTime€ demand ment al agility. Idamedhe golver witht h ey

the feeling that both he and the constructor are rather clever fel\Whgh, to my mind,
is the first and last requirement of a good puzzle.

The St.Louis Globe Democrat(March 8) wasfar lessimpressed:

The trouble with them is that they are just as puzzling after they have been solved as they
were before. Of course, anyone would be able to fill some of the spaces. When we were
given the suggestiofiThis cat evidently minds her own businésge guessed at once

that it was aimouseo the Times had in mind; and sure enough, that is what it was. But
other solutions are as clear as a London fog. For exanii@ee gooddodand daddy

goes to the wall is interpreted asidadoo We are told thafimischievous dealings

usually come to a fishy enduggestsielfino; that iwhat we sometimes regard as
employment is partly melted into thin @suggestsifusedo and thatfisuch a trap would

never do for the grogssuggests$ineto

Though the publication of crosgord puzzles is to be regarded as a progressive step, it is

to be feared that th€imeshas appraised the intelligence of its readers too highly, or

that the wires are crossed in its puzzle department. If it hopes to liftwarsispuzzles to

the high place in public esteem they have reached in the United States, it should not make
its puzes so puzzling.

TheNewYork Time®reactionwasanimprovemenfrom its daysof witheringscorn,butnota
greatimprovement.

[One] maywonderwhythe crossword puzzleshouldwin recognitionin Printinghouse
Squarelondon,E.C.4 whenit is plainly pastits primewith us...

Theexplanatiormaybethat the Englishpublic is moreconstantin its fashionsjts
amusementandits fads.With usthe bicycleis the symbolof a vanishedage,butin
Englandit is a normalmodeof locomotion Amongus ping-pongis occasionallyplayed,
but...inEnglandpeoplestill play backgammomsa matterofc our s e é

In theyear1960,whenNewY orkis madoverradio polo or kinemacolorchessor
somethingf the sort,the LondonTimeswill probablycontinueto takeadequatenotice
of theobi, theai, theore,andthesnead.



The casualuseof Americancrosswordesenadeit clearthe NYTstaff hadnevertried oneof the
LondonTimespuzzle® or anyUK puzzle.lt believedno crosswordeaturewasdifferentfrom
anyother,anillusion itéd cherishuntil it finally tried its own featurea decaddater.

Insufferableasthe NYTcouldbe,it wasr& wrongthatinterestin the UK burnedmuchhotter
thanin the US. Outsideof the Herald Tribune,whenUS paperamentioneccrosswordsn 1930,
theywereoften profiling afemalecelebrity,like actresseg&valangandKathleenNuttall, author
andcrossworddesignerCarolynWells, or motorcycledaredevilOlive Hager,who solved
betweerstunts.

Meanwhile,in the UK, the crosswordvasexpandingts reach:The Guardianrolled outa
reworkedmainfeatureanda childrerts crossword Sodid thelrish Independent.

It wasinspiringargumentsoneDaily Telegraphreaderclaimedhe could defeatTorquemadés
crosswordn undereightminutes.Otherlettersto the editorassertedhe boastemusthavebeen
talking aboutthe Daily Telegraplds childrerts crossword.

It wasmotivatingscholarlydiscourseEdwardMathers(Torquemadajvrote a featureaboutit
for the EncyclopediaBritannica.In Decemberthe Guardianstartedoublishingreaderdetters
with titles like AThe Anatomyof Crosswords) iThe Superfluityof Black SquaresyandfiThe
Importanceof Brevityo [in Clues].

TheNewspapelWorld, coveringthe newspapebusinessteportedhe Timesfeaturehadhada
ripple effect:

Theinsertionof a crosswordpuzzlen The Timeshascausedseveraljournalsthathave
previouslydisdainedthemto look uponcrosswordsas perfectlyrespectableelementsn a
newspapefquotedin TheAustralasianJuly 12).

And themoneyhelpedAdrian
Bell getbackto farming.Hed
createmorethan5,000puzzles
for the Timesover59years.He
composednostof themonthe
farmswherehedid indeedlive
outtherestof hisdays.

So,win-win.

Special thanks to Ben Zimmer
for research assistance.
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Magic Words

-A.Harris

I’'m not your average poet,
| do bits of magic too.

Look, I'll take a random word...
Hey presto! - Now it’s blue.

You think that that's not magic?
Oh, the cheek!

Well, here you go:
prepare to be astounded

as these words appear to grow!

Still nothing?
Wow, you're tough to please.
Okay, to cure that frown,
try to say you're unimpressed:
‘umop episdn aJe spiom asay |

Wait.

Really?

Still you think I'm fake?
Okay, | guess it's clear,
I'll have to take the final word
and make it
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Spot the Difference Spot the Difference

-A.Harris -A.Harris
It ought to be straightforward. It ought to be straightforward
Oh, how simple could this be! Oh, how sinple could this be?
It's writing so the differences Its writing so the differences
can’t be that hard to see. can'’t be that hard to see.
Okay, that’s fair, OK, that’s fair,
you've made your point. you‘ve made your point.
But try to find them, then. But try to find them, then.
| bet you it's quite difficult. | bet you it's quite difficult.
You'll never find all 10! You'll never find all 10!
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