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To layer a chair, amp up Mariah Carey a lot.
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Oct Word Anagram

octane ahydrocarbornwith eightcarbon one-act: designatinga playor other

atoms productionconsistingof only one act
avocet awadingbird

octave amusicalintervalembracingeight

diatonicdegrees &

vocate anadvocate

coolant aliquid usedto coolandlubricate
a cutting tool

cop-outs: instanceof takingan easier

octanol: analcoholderivedfrom octane

octopus acreaturewith eighttentacles courseof actionthan that expectedor
requiredof one
octuple: somethingwith eight parts couplet apairof successivéinesof verse

Octavian one of eightmembersof a finance
committeeappointedby KingJamesVI of

Scotlandn 1596to havecontrol of the royal vacation aholiday

exchequer
octireme: anancientshipwith eightrowers . :
meteoric. relatingto meteors
to eachoar
octillion: 10to the powerof 27, 10?7 cotillion: adance
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Oct- Word Anagram

contumaces resistancesgisobediences,
Octacnemusagenusof deepseacreatures | stubbornnesses

found in the southPacificocean &

customance customaryuse

octandrian a botanicalterm, havingeight
stamens

octarchies governmentsachformed of
eightpeople

dracontian pertainingto adragon

escharotic a causticdrug




Oct- Word

Anagram

octastrophic consistingof eight strophesor
stanzas

postthoracic:situated behind the thorax

octenidine anantisepticagentused to treat
wounds andskininfections

noneidetic: not pertaining tomythology
andsymbolism

octennials eightyearperiods

nonelastic:inelastic, inflexible, fixed

octonarian: consistingof eightfeet

anticorona an optical phenomenon
consisting of circles visible around a brigl
celestial object such as the Sun or the
Moon

octonarius: averseof eightfeet

acutorsion:the twisting of anartery with a

needleto arresthemorrhage
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TYPO BLOOD

More Media Bloopers and Oddities, with Droll Retorts
DON HAUPTMAN

New York, New York

donhauptman@nyc.rr.com

The Blooper of the Year award surely goes to the merchandising campaign for the blockbuster
family film Wicked. “There’s a website listed on the toy box, but instead of linking to the webpage
for the movie . . . Mattel has mistakenly listed the URL to a pornographic website” (Variety,
November 10, 2024).

It’s an embarrassment of witches! That’s tough to beat, but following are my runner-up selections,
garnered mostly via print subscriptions to two major daily newspapers. Of the risible specimens

I routinely spot and capture, many are typos, especially misspellings that create an unintended
meaning. For example, in 2024, I caught the bashful “coy fish” and the model ship equipped with

a literary battery of “canons.” But my criteria are more expansive, including eccentric items that
lend themselves to witty or snarky ripostes. Submitted for your approval. . . .

The New York Times, Corrections, February 27, 2024:

“An article on Saturday . . . misstated the given name of the director of the first two Harry Potter
films. He is Chris Columbus, not Christopher Columbus.”

» Also, we apologize for mistaking him for the explorer.

The Wall Street Journal, letter to editor, August 3-4, 2024:
“[Kamala Harris] will face questions about the coverup hiding President Biden’s infirmaries. . . .”

» And the buildings are so tough to conceal.

The New York Times, December 25, 2024:

“I think having less students in a class is a better thing for all reasons: socially, emotionally,
educationally,” said Ms. [name redacted], who has taught in city schools for 28 years.”

» Write it correctly 100 times on the blackboard.

The Wall Street Journal, August 1, 2024:

“The problem is not the sugar itself [says a Harvard scientist]. The problem is that we eat
too much sugar.”

» Now we know why Harvard is regarded with such awe.



The New York Times, October 20, 2024:
“The two met as infants, and over a relationship that’s spanned nearly 80 years. . ..”

» They still recall those exciting early conversations about philosophy and sports.

The Spirit, a Manhattan community weekly, January 25-31, 2024:
“[Some people are] at higher risk of cavities on tooth roots exposed by receding gyms.”

» Yes, a lot of them have been closing lately.

The Wall Street Journal, letter to editor, June 19-20, 2021:

“Most Americans had been chilled and horrified . . . by wonton violence, the burning of businesses
and destruction. . . .”

» Especially Chinese restaurants?

Headline, The Texas Tribune, August 2, 2024:
“Chevron to move its headquarters from California to Texas”

» Chevron preference?

The Wall Street Journal, October 25, 2023:

“A Washington state senator was on a flight to Hong Kong from San Francisco when he reached
into his bag for a piece of gum. Instead, he found a gun, he said.”

» Forgivable. They’re only one letter apart.

The New York Times, Corrections, November 24, 2024:

“The crossword on Nov. 17 for 34-Down misstated the location of Atlas. The statue is in front
of the east entrance to 45 Rockefeller Plaza, not 30 Rockefeller Plaza.”

P Atlas shrugged.

CREDIT: I thought I had invented “Typo Blood,” but a search turned it up as the title of
a February 14, 2008 blog post by Mark Evanier, a TV and comic-book writer. Despite being
enclosed in quotes, Google produced numerous results for the sanguinary classification. m
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GOOU S4LE, RIGHT?

EVERYTHING YOU

HOFED FORP ¢
)

YEAH, WE'RE MOVING TO
DIFFERENT T/ME ZONES.
SHE'S STAYING IN THE
SOCIETY FOR CREATIVE
ANACHRONISM... AND
CONSIPERING
JOININVG THE
SCIENCE FICTION

OVER AND RIKK
GETS BACK FROM
BREAK... T'M
RES/IGNING.

MEAN, I NEEP TO
LEAVE.
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Quasi-quotemarks are made by typing a hyphen under quote-marks
Uljke thist!. They are used, according to Tucker, 'to indicate that the
quote is not an exact one, but an honest summation of a speaker's re-
marks, Care must be taken not to distort the original meaning, inten-
tion, or implications made by the speaker.' There are also used to fit
a quotation into a sentence: 'I'll defend my position', but ' He said
Yhe'd defend his position! ', Since fans constantly need to quote im-
perfectly remembered phrases from conversations (as at conventions)
or from fanzines read long ago, quasi-quotemarks are extensively used.
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UlyssesS. Grant,our 18thpresidentcameinto this world asHiram UlyssesGrant.Whenhis
namewasmistakenlyenteredon the WestPointregisterasUlyssesSimp®on Grant,he eagerly
embracedheerrorbecausdedetestedheinitials H.U.G. andloved havingtheinitials U.S.,as
infA Un iStt eadtiedJ:n,Sda egndi Un ¢ o n dSiutriroennadle r . 0

Try your handandmind at two shortquizzesaboutpresidentiahamesUsing eachnickname
listed,identify eachAmericanpresidentAnswersappearat the endof this article.

1. TheGreatEmancipator 6. TheKing of Camelot 11.TheGipper

2. Old Hickory 7. Tricky Dick 12.TheNew Dealer

3. Fatherof His Country 8. SilentCal 13.TheRoughRider

4. The Sageof Monticello 9. Tippecanoe 14.Big Bill

5. lke 10.0Old RoughandReady 15. The BachelorPresident

Presidenthiavemorethantheir shareof intriguing middle namesTwo of thend RonaldWilson
ReagarandWilliam JeffersonClintond matchthelastnamesof two of their predecessor&Jsing
eachmiddle namelisted,identify thefull nameof eachPOTUS:

1. Abram 3. Birchard 5. Fitzgerald 7. Hussein 9. Milhous
2. Baines 4. Delano 6. Gamaliel 8. Knox 10. Robinette

Anybody canascendo the presidencyof the United StatesJeffersordid it, Nixon did it, and
Trumandid it. SoanyTom, Dick andHarry canbecomepresident!

Whatis the mostpopularfirst nameamongpresidentsThe answerisn't Tom, Dick, or Harry.
| t JarsesSix presidentsharethatfirst nameé Madison,Monroe,Polk, BuchananGarfield,
andCarter.Tied for secondplaceareWilliam with fourd Harrison,McKinley, Taft, and
Clintond andJohnwith fourd Adams,Quincy Adams,Tyler, andKennedy.Massachusettis
thebirth stateof threepresidentsiamedlohrd JohnAdams,JohnQuincy Adams,andJohnF.
Kennedy.

Despitel4 presidentsvith thefirst nameslamesJohn,andWilliam, 24 of our chief executives,
startingwith ThomasJleffersorandendingwith Donald Trump, havefirst namesot sharedoy
anyothermanin the office.

H is themostpopularfirst letterof presidentialastname$ Harrison,Hayes,Harrison,Harding,
andHoover.S is themostcommonletteratthe beginningof Englishwords,butnopr e si dent 6 s
surnamestartswith S.

Five pairsof presidenthavesharedhe samelastnameé Adams,Harrison,JohnsonRoosevelt,
andBush.Only the Johnsonsverenotrelatedto eachother.

HY



Pierce,Grant,Ford, Carter,Bush,Bush,Hoover,andTrumpareall commonwordswhen
uncapitalized.

Five presidentialastnamesconsistof four letters.In chronologicalrdertheyarePolk, Taft,
Ford,Bush,andBush.GeorgeW. Bushis the only oneamongthemto haveservediwo terms.

Dwight Eisenhoweis the only Americanpresidentvith afour-syllablesurname.

TheodoreRoosevelwasour first presidento be knownby hisinitials, TR. Following in that
traditionhavebeenFDR, JFK, andLBJ.

Four presidenthavehadalliterativefirst andlastname® WoodrowWilson, Calvin Coolidge,
HerbertHoover,andRonaldReaganTheyall servedn the 20thcentury.

Nine presidentsvith doublelettersin oneof their namesservedsequentiallg William
McKinley, TheodoreRooseveltWilliam Taft, WoodrowWilson, WarrenHarding,Calvin
Coolidge,HerbertHoover,FranklinRooseveltandHarry Truman.

JohnQuincy Adamsis the only presidentvhosenamecontainsa letterthatis foundin no other
pr e s i mraeilhafledteris q..
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In silence | peramble on Broadway,
A prisoner of palpably ugly times.
Grotesque grievances grab ahold of its ygung
Cue twelve Unitarians to kneeling prayers.
Dewy noonday incandescence wanes, as sullen
Winter on cold housecoat defeats elation,
Above haughty or deegtained hesitation:
Pasturage for bitter breathing,
Patchwork frailties' heady endowment.

Moral: debates seem necessary

=300,

Bengal is atypical, but a piquancy grabs
the inveterate voyager: a buoyant landscape
among eyesores, police cars, seaweed stalls.

wandering on Forte St., renowned
belfry cleaner Nihode smiles, while
young Europeans, disruption brandished,
foray eagerly toward caffeir@up amenities.

they now own medieval Krishna, untreated
Oriental matches, hotel guidebooks.

SO ostentation begets crap.

=3\ Drr—

A Univac| computer elaborates for two lifetimes,
Querying mankind's asocial bias, everybody included.
Paperless LEDs disclose this reaction:
G REGEMERATE, SA¥S ERRTH.
REAFFERR, BYGOME FERRMIMG.

MO MAEE AMD BEMARE SHEET DOIMGE,

THE PATEMTLY TRERSOMAEBLE COMPARMY.
THOUGHT IS ACHIEVABLE, THE FOUMDARTION HORSEMIMG:
A FATEFUL PROMEMADE, UMMIORTHY, EMCOUMTERS RLGRE.

Silence. Nobody is startled.

=3\ Db~

It's a raid, a petty pilfering by corona virus:

Two years' emotions decimated quietly, gradually.

One by one, nowadays, each person in solace

Sees the new possible way of futures described:

Going roundabout by mountain lakebeds, near a riveredge,
Towards a lonely heartbeat for awakening;

Revealing the science among a telepathic ocean:

Starship of wonderment, perpetual changes, then stillness.



A Few Notes on the Text:
This poem was inspired by a combination of two mathematical and textual constraints:

1) In each of the four stanzas, the letter count of successive words represents the first 50+

digits of the decimal value of a common mathematoastant.The first stanza uses the

numbere( t he base of the natwural | ogarithms), th
(the golden rati dptethaen dU,t hie, feorud t'h aupsmesar .i n

2) The four stanzas are mutual anaggaeach composed from the same set of 321 letters.

The first constraint is the welinownword length mnemoniale, in which the number of letters

in successive words encodes a sequence of decimal Wgitds with 1 to 9 letters represent the
digits 1 through 9 and a 46tter word represents the digit\We also permit thiong-word
option,where two consecutive digits can, if desired, be encoded with a single word of more than
10 letters: an Iletter word represents the digit pair (1, 1), addt®r word is (1, 2), and so on.

The digits encoded in each stanza are:

56 ©=2.7182818284590452353602814326624977572470936999595749 312
54 U 6:2831853071795864769252867665590057683943387987502 312
53 0 1:618033988749894848204586834365613F23091798057628 312
60 ° 371415926535897932384626433832795028841971693993751058209749

The left column shows the number of digits uSdte numbers in the right column are the sums
of the digits (but with 0 counted as 10), which equals the numbettefs in each stanza if the
long-word option is not used.o permit a fotnway anagram, these foletter counts must be
equal, which they are not (yeBut note the three pairs of red digits, each consisting of the digit
1 followed by another digi. Encoding one of these pairs with two separate words of length 1
andd uses 1+ d letters, but encoding the two digits together using the-ooigl option uses

10 +d letters, which is a gain of o if we use a long word for the single red pair in ed¢he
first three rows, the letter counts of these stanzas will increase to 312 + 9Fhaa4ll four
stanzas will have the same number of letters, BRB&.three words that correspond to the red
digit pairs arencandescencgl3), ostentation(11), andtreasonablg11).

The initial digits of the numbelss U, @G, and °~ wused here are the
which the number of letters corresponding to all four numbers can be madé adugher the

long-word option is used or ndn other words, no text with fewer thark821 = 1284 letters
cansimultaneously satisfy our two constraints.

Il n closing, h eReferénses ia theslantsstianza t aucertaih gandemic affecting the
world a few years ago are the result of this having been written in the yeaB2@2here are
numerous fEaster eggso in the | astWhmtissheza al |
subject, and how many of the Easter eggs can youdind?
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T Campbelljin anarticle entittedBookTitle Anagramson SubstacKtcampbell.substack.com/
p/booktitle-anagramly presenteightpairsof bookswherethetitle of onebookis ananagranof
the other.Herearel6 additionalexamplespresentedn orderof increasinghumberof lettersin
thetitled exceptfor thelasttwo pairs,which areextranotableandsavedfor last.

Yonderby Emily Hilda Daniell (néeYoung),whowrote underthenameE.H. Young,was
publishedin 1912andis hersecondiovel. Rodney(third book of thesetof threeatright) is an
1891 biographyof EnglishadmiralGeorgeBrydgesRodneyby historianDavid Hannay.The
threebooksin theright photoarevolumesfrom a (larger)setcalledMen of Action

® YONDER

we!!E-H- YOUNG

Oneof theanagranpairsin T 6list is HamnetandTheMan. This canbe extendedo athreeway
anagramwith Ayn R a n d9&dystopiannovel Anthem

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLER

You Are Cordially Invited to the lmpeachment
Trial of America’s First Black President

the man

Y Pam :.Qsi/p&!—l,/lm

MAGGIE O’FARREL v irving wallace

introduction by James Earl Jones

ny


https://tcampbell.substack.com/p/book-title-anagrams
https://tcampbell.substack.com/p/book-title-anagrams

And Hamletitself alsohasananagrammate!Marie C o r e rorhancénsvel Thelmawasfirst
publishedin 1887 the 1922editionshownhereis anearly exampleof amovietie-in book, with
a coverphotoshowingAmericanactresslaneNovakplayingthe partof Thelmain thesilentfilm
releasedhatsameyear.
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JANE NOVAR AS THELMA
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Nustrated with Scenes from the EBD
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Ontheleft belowis a 1995bookfrom the TateGallery, a surveyof thelife andworks of the
artistJohnSingerSargentOntheright is the secondvolumeof Strange atwo-volumeseriesof
comicssetin the Marvel universeafterthe deathof Doctor Strange Eachvolumeis a 100+page
paperbackook.
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Anotherfamousauthor,Flaubert,makesanappearance this pair with Herodias his versionof
thestoryof JohntheB a p t beBetdingpublishedbothonits ownandasTrois contesin 1877
with two otherstories.At right is Rhodesiaa 1977bookaboutthe countryby theauthorof The
GreenBeretsandTheFrenchConnection

seling author
y ES the best4¢ L CLECTION
GusTavE FLAUBERT From wmcuw”i“mwicnm*

HERODIAS

: 5\\\,\‘610‘
3 “-:.'\n\ﬂ"“
ILLUSTRATIONS BN COULEUKS

GUSTAVE-ADOLFHE MOSSA

‘ PARSS
| LIBRAIRIE DES AMATEURS
| A FBXROUD. — P FERROUD, Seccssent

H e r anotlseranagrantriplet. Ontheleft is Groundeda2021bookfrom British therapistand
writer Ruth Allen, followed by thewell-known comicherofrom 1964to now, Underdog whose
adventurefaveappearedn dozenf singleissuecomicsaswell asomnibuspaperbacksOn
therightis a2004book from Toby Mac andMichael Tait, oneof severalpublishedbookswith
this sametitle. Theanagranfrom Underdogto Under Godis rather..undewhelming,but seems
acceptablen orderto captureanotherelusivetriplet.
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Yet anotherfamouswriter, RobertLouis Stevenson contributeshis 1893novel Catriona a
directsequelo the 1886novelKidnappedobasedn reatlife Scottisheventsin the1700s,
starringteenagebDavid Balfour. At right is amodernbook onthe Croatianlanguage.

;bnc@:)plmot phrasebooks

Croatian

with 2000-word two-way dictionary

At left is Palesting aninterestinggraphicnovelfrom 2009by JoeSaccoconsideredo be
possiblythefirst exampleof i ¢ o noumaism abouteventshe experiencedirst-handin
Palestinagn theearly1990s.1t wasfollowed by asequelWaron Gaza A 2016thriller abouta
PremierLeaguefootball player,Penalties roundsout this intriguing juxtaposition.

STEPHEN LEATHER

s




JohnCollis Snaith(18761936)wasremarkabldor havingbeenatop-classNottinghamshire
cricketerwho alsopublished50 books.Nearthe midpointof hisoeuvreis1 9 1 Bh&Sailor, in

which youngprotagonistHenryHarperexperiencesariousadventure®n land andsea.

Horsetailis abookof poetryby DonaldLevering,describedasii @ollectionof poemsculled

from [his] experiencesvorkingin agrainelevatorin Kansasandasagroundskeepen Or egon. 0

Donald Levering

Thenextpairis interestingbecausdoth books(Integralsfrom 2021andTrianglesfrom 2015)
arein thesamegeneralkubjectarea(mathematics)Also, this anagrams very well mixedd more

. RIANGLE

by David A. Adler
JEFFREY COLLINS illustrated by Edward Miller Y 9

INTEGRALS AV

Prepare for your future with guided
after-school lessons!
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An Altruist is alaternovel (from 1897)from Ouida,pennameof Englishwriter Maria Louise
Ramé whoseA Dog of Flandershasbeenmadeinto afilm nolessthanfive times.Naturalistis
the 1994autobiographyy famedentomologisandnaturalistEdwardO. Wilson.

TWO-TIME PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING AUTHOR

NATURALIST

TheDisowneds an1829i t h-d e @ kbg EdwardBulwer-Lytton (of fi lwasadarkand
stormyn i gfamehTheDownsides arecentnovelaboutalargescaleheist.

"SMART AS A WHIP AND FAST AS A BULLET' LEE CHILD
&

THE DISowng;

DOWNSIDE
MIKE COOPER



Laminationgbills itself asfi genrebendingbook consistingof a diary, aphorismspoetry,and
variouslyinsertedc o mme n t Nationabssiis adl995collectionfrom Oxford University

Pres=of articleson thetitular topic.

OXFORD READERS

enumerationss a treatiseon someof the mathematicaaspect®f the studyof literature,
publishedin 2018by the U. of ChicagoPressMountaineerings a 2019historicalsurveyfrom
the Royal GeographicaBocietyof mountainclimbing andfamousclimbers.

Andrew Piper

DATA AND
LITERARY
STUDY

enumerations

ROYAL

ON WITH THE

GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY £



We closewith aremarkableair of pairs:two booksby the sameauthorthateachhavean
anagranbookmate.Theauthoris AugustaJaneEvansWilson (18351909),describedn the
openingsentencesf BrendaA y e bigyaphyasfollows:

AugustalaneEvansWilsonwasoneof thebestknownnovelistsn Americaduring
thenineteentrcentury.In fact, sheholdsthe historical distinctionof beingthefirst
womanto make$100,000from her writing.

In 1866herfourth novel, St.EImo, becamehe bestselling novel of the 19th century.It was
precededn 1864by Macaria, written during,andabout,the Civil War.

Below, Macariais pairedwith HolgerG z e | tlteaises the Aramaiclanguaggshadeof
Croatiafrom afew pagedack?)while St.EImod mateis avintagebookfrom 1955celebrating
thearchitectureof Motels
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Translated by Benjamin D. Suchard
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Listedbelowarethe eightexampledoundby T Campbellcombinedwith our 16,in atableof
pairsfollowed by two separatéablesfor thetriplets. Scores and lettezounts are given, with
scores explained below.

Book Title Pairs
Sc #let Title Author Year Title Author Year
3 5 | Thais Anatole France 1890 | Tisha Anne Hobbs, R. Specht 1976
3 6 | St.Elmo Augusta J. Evans 1866 | Motels G. Baker, B. Funaro 1955
4 12 | The Statement Brian Moore 1995 | The Testament John Grisham 1999
5 6 | Gaston André Franquin 1960 | Sontag Benjamin Moser 2019
5 7 | Macaria Augusta J. Evans 1864 | Aramaic Holger Gzella 2021
5 7 | Transit Anna Seghers 1944 | Tristan Gottfried von Strassburg ~1200
6 11 | The Disowned Edward Bulwer-Lytton 1829 | The Downside Mike Cooper 2017
6 6 | Hamlet Shakespeare 1603 | Thelma Marie Corelli 1887
6 6 | Yonder E.H. Young 1912 | Rodney David Hannay 1891
6 7 | Sargent E. Kilmurray, R. Ormond 1998 | Strange Jed McKay, et al. 2023
6 8 | Herodias Gustave Flaubert 1877 | Rhodesia Robin Moore 1977
6 9 | Palestine Joe Sacco 1993 | Penalties Stephen Leather 2016
6 9 | The Sailor John Collis Snaith 1916 | Horsetail Donald Levering 2000
6 11 | Laminations Page Nelson 2016 | Nationalism J. Hutchinson, A. Smith 1994
6 12 | Commonwealth Ann Patchett 2016 | The Common Law Oliver W. Holmes, Jr. 1881
7 8 | Catriona Robert L. Stevenson 1893 | Croatian Gordana & Ivan Ivetac 2010
7 10 | An Altruist Ouida 1897 | Naturalist Edward O. Wilson 1994
7 12 | The Americans Daniel J. Boorstin 1973 | The Rains Came Louis Bromfield 1937
9 9 | Integrals Jeffrey Collins 2021 | Triangles David A. Adler 2015
11 12 | Enumerations Andres Piper 2018 | Mountaineers Royal Geo. Society 2019
Triplet 1 (6 letters,Scores= 6,2,6) Triplet 2 (8 letters,Scores= 5,4,5)

Title Author Year Title Author Year

Hamnet Maggie Od6 Far r el 1890 Grounded Ruth Allen 2021

The Man Irving Wallace 1866 Underdog various ~1960

Anthem Ayn Rand 1938 Under God Toby Mac, M. Tait 1995

A Few Noteson AnagramQuality

Thereareenoughanagramsereto makeit worthwhileto considemwhich onesmightbefi b e & t
Thisis quite subjective pof course sincewe might preferthoseinvolving well-known booksor
authorsor we mightlike thosefor which the pairing of thetwo booksis interestingor amusing.

It is, however possibleto objectivelyrank how well-mixed ananagramis usingseveramethods,
oneof thesimplestandbestbeingthe mi n i nomberof b | o anetdcgdefinedasthe
smallestnumberof contiguousblocksoneletterstring canbe split into sothattheanagranstring
canbeproducedby rearranginghe blocks.Consider for example, THE SAILOR and
HORSETAIL, a9-letter pair. Without spacesve haveTHESAILOR andHORSETAIL, which
canbesplitinto asfew assix blocksthatcanbe shuffledaroundto turn onestringinto the other:

THESAL ORZ HORSET AIL



thusgiving a scoreof 6. For ananagranbetweenwo n-letter strings,the possiblescoreranges
from 2 (theentirestringcanbe split in two andthenthosetwo partsswapped}o n (everyoneof
then blockshasa singleletter),with higherscoredenotingbetter(morewell-mixed)anagrams.

The minimum-block metric,knownasthefi mi n i corommonstringp a r t intdmputeo
sciencejs ageneralizatiorof a scoringmethodproposedackin 1976by RossEcklerin Long
WellMixed TransposalgWord Ways Vol. 9, Issuel), thoughheonly gaveii d e mefori t s 0
blocksof size2 and3 andcompletelydisallowedblocksof largersizes.

Onemustbe carefulwhencalculatingthis scoreby hand,especiallyif severalettersof the
alphabetappeamultiple timesin the pool of letters,sinceonemustfind a breakdowninto blocks
with the smallestpossiblenumberof blocks For example considerthis anagranof two non
words:ONATONATOEAT = ATOEATONATON. We might noticethe commonsubstringof
length7, ATONATO, andsplitinto blocksas

O N ATONATOE AT Z AT O E ATONATON

for ascoreof 5. But thisis notthe correctanswerbecause t possibleto split into fewerblocks.
In fact, this anagranmhasthe worstpossiblescoreof 2:

ONATONATOEATZ ATOEAT ONATON
To helpavoid mistakeswe wrotea computemprogramto calculatethe scores.

Inthefl P a itablesaldove the scorefor eachpairis listedin thefirst column( fi S oloywed by
thetotal numberof lettersin the nextcolumn.Therowsaresortedby increasingscoreandthen
by numberof letters.For thetripletstherearethreescoreqgivenin thetableheading).onescore
for eachpair of books.If thetitlesin thefirst, secondandthird rowsareA, B, andC, thethree
scoresseparatedy commasarefor the pairsAB, BC, andAC.

In all theseanagramsthereareonly five i p e r dneshawvirga scoreequalto the numberof
lettersin eachtitled four with six lettersandonewith nine: Hamnet= TheMan; Hamnet=
Anthem Yonder= Rodney Hamlet= Thelma Integrals= Triangles

T h e romlybosewith the smallestpossiblescoreof 2: TheMan = Anthem which splitsinto
blocksasTHEMAN Z AN THEM

Basedon score thetwo mostnotableexamplesarelntegrals= Triangles thelongestonewith a
perfectscore(9), andEnumerationss Mountaineerswith the currentrecordhigh scoreof 11.

Somechallengedor furtherinvestigationinclude:

(1) Find a booktitle anagranwith morethan12 letters.

(2) Find onewith ascoregreaterthanl11.

(3) Find a perfectone(score= numberof letters)with morethan9 letters.
(4) How abouta 4-way booktitle anagram?



Iwh { {2 hwdbmpfa

¢/ F YLD STt €

KOAY o ¥ g23/a3 28ASmIIS B NI 2 NF KGAya g # KNP a s add NI 8ip
Iy OO 2dEyWaNES I § RNE def S 13 ISISKLINS OM 2 Bk K\82 dzRIF R NR LI | & @
M b

Mp 5 SEBR Y o WdES 2 AN BNRYRE A 2y @GRS A g6 SY

I mpmjuzi 4 X B&E NgB ARISEVY I ODBME RIMY € §2 060

py































































